


I am one of two complainants, in the Beaufort County School District, who submitted a

list of books that I felt needed to be reviewed for their content on October 19, 2022. The

formal complaint was submitted on October 21st. The list consisted of 96 books. Mr.

Michael Covert also sent in the list, adding one more title, Stamped. All 97 books were

subsequently reviewed and most were sent back onto the shelves. In my opinion, the

review committees were extremely biased being made up of mostly District employees

and community activists. Many of these books consist of material that is in violation of

the current Regulation. On August 10th, 2024, after the Regulation went into effect, I

reached out to the Public Relations Officer (PRO) of the District, Dr. Candace Bruder, to

see what preemptive measures the District intended to take. I even offered my help. I

want to make clear that the District and the Board are well aware of the content of most

of these books because I included excerpts and/or read from them at Board meetings

during my appeals of these books prior to the implementation of the Regulation. I

received a response from the PRO on August 13th that did not answer that question so I

responded back on August 14th specifically asking these questions:

1. Have any books been removed at this point in compliance with Regulation

43-170? If yes, please list.

2. Does the District intend to conduct a review and remove any books that are in

violation of the Regulation? If yes, can you please provide the process.

3. Did the District at any time reach out to the State Department of Education

for clarification on any interpretations that you all may have had on the

Regulation? If yes, please provide the correspondence and the response.

On August 15th, I received a reply back from the PRO stating:

In response to your first question, the district as a whole has not removed any

books as a result of Regulation 43-170. However, librarians have been

individually weeding books since last year as part of an overall process to

update their catalogs. Please keep in mind that no school has the same catalog.

Each school librarian is to follow the guidelines for removing books established

in administrative regulation IS-38 which mirrors the language of Regulation

43-170. Additionally, new book acquisitions follow our administrative

regulations that are also in compliance with Regulation 43-170.

In response to your last two questions, we received the State form three weeks

ago and have followed the SCDE’s own memorandum to “consider to what

extent a preemptive review of existing materials is prudent” while allowing that

“no district is required to review preemptively.”

Since the District chose to not preemptively remove the books, I submitted five books on

August 26th. The books were:

1. Ugly Love by Colleen Hoover (New)

2. Perks of Being a Wallflower Stephen Chbosky (Previously Reviewed by BCSB)

3. Damsel by Elana Arnold (Previously Reviewed by BCSB) REMOVED by SBE

4. All Boys Aren’t Blue by George M. Johnson (Previously Reviewed by BCSB)



5. Push by Sapphire (Previously Reviewed by BCSB )

On August 30th, I received an acknowledgement from the PRO stating:

The district has already reviewed four of the titles submitted as part of your

previous 96 book challenges. The committee decisions regarding these titles and

the accompanying school library materials review committee documents were

submitted to the Board of Education as part the appeal process, with the

committee decisions being upheld. Therefore, please submit a written appeal to

the State Board of Education so the State Board can “notify the district boards

in the State or shall otherwise make available to them information identifying

the materials at issue in any appeal(s) pending before the State Board. Any

district boards in which a challenge to the same material is also pending shall

stay their proceedings and abstain from further review or the rendering of a

decision to await the State Board’s decision to appeal.”

Unlike the other four SC Instructional Materials Uniform Parent Complaint

Forms you submitted, Ugly Love has not been previously reviewed by the

district. As part of a “good faith effort” as detailed in SCDE Regulation 43-170,

please contact the school where this title is currently in library circulation,

Whale Branch Early College High School. The principal, Dr. Sonji Leach, can be

reached at sonji.leach@beaufort.k12.sc.us.

That same day, I replied back stating that although those titles had already been

reviewed, they had not been reviewed under the new Regulation. I explained although

we could agree that a review had previously taken place; however, under the new

Regulatory Law, they needed to be reviewed again. Additionally, I rescinded the

submission of Ugly Love and submitted the book Flamer by Mike Curato (Previously

Reviewed by BCSB).

On September 3rd, I received the following communication from the PRO stating that

the District refused to take up the review of the books again. Please note that the PRO

keeps saying the District’s position but never acknowledges the Board. And to be clear, I

emailed the Board as well so they were aware that this was ongoing as you will see in the

attached emails.

Thank you for sharing your position regarding this matter. It is however,

contrary to the District’s position after consulting with legal counsel in this

matter. In light of the extensive review to which the 96 challenged titles from

last year were subjected, the District will allow any parent to appeal those titles

directly to the State Board of Education. Therefore, as previously

communicated, please submit a written appeal to the State Board of Education

to include the additional SC Instructional Materials Uniform Parent Complaint

Form you submitted for Flamer, a title that has already been reviewed as part

of your previous 96 book challenges.
















