STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
BEFORE THE SOUTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIAL
REVIEW COMMITTEE

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION

IN RE: A COURT OF THORNS AND
ROSES BY SARAH J. MAAS

This is a matter in which Instructional Material is being addressed by the Instructional

Material Review Committee (“IMRC”) of the S.C. State Board of Education (“State Board™)
pursuant to S.C. Code Reg. 43-170. The hearing of this matter occurred via Webex on October 31,
2024 at 1:00 PM.

Title of Instructional Material: A Court of Thorns and Roses
Author: Sarah J. Maas

The “Subject Material” listed above is reviewed by the IMRC “of its own volition and on its own
initiative” in order to “make determinations regarding the educational suitability or the Age or
Developmental Appropriateness of specific Instructional Materials pursuant to the criteria and
requirements of” Reg. 43-170(VI)(B). As further described below, this Regulation authorizes the
STATE BOARD to take certain actions related to Instructional Material. The South Carolina
Department of Education (“Department”) recommended removing the Subject Material entirely from
South Carolina’s public schools.

The Department notified the public of this matter via posting hearing information and the hearing
agenda on its website on October 24, 2024. Consistent with governing requirements, the public was
invited to sign up in advance of the hearing in order to provide comment regarding the Subject
Material. The Hearing was conducted in accordance with Procedures for Review of Instructional
Material, State Board Rule of Governance IFC, last revised October 1, 2024, and the South Carolina
Administrative Procedures Act, S. C. Code Section 1-23-310 et. seq. The State Board’s Rule of
Governance was designed and adopted to provide a full and fair process for Instructional Material
reviews under Reg. 43-170.

APPEARANCES

Providing public comment in favor of retaining the Subject Material:

Katherine Freligh (reading written comments on behalf of Susan Ward)
On Behalf of South Carolina Department of Education:

Robert D. Cathcart, III, Esq., Policy and Legal Advisor

Based on a review of all public comments (in person and written), the Subject Material and/or
excerpts in question from the Subject Material, all documentation provided by the Department, and
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all comments made by those appearing before the IMRC, we make the following findings of fact and
conclusions of law.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. The Subject Material was questioned during the Public Comment period of the promulgation
of Regulation 43-170 or otherwise brought to the State Board’s attention.

2. The Subject Material has been listed in public school catalogs in South Carolina.

3. The Subject Material contains the content listed and described in Exhibit A'.

APPLICABLE LAW

1. Regulation 43-170 authorizes the State Board to take certain actions related to Instructional
Material. The State Board can (1) remove the Subject Material entirely, (2) discontinue use of
the Subject Material for any grade level or age group for which such use is inappropriate or
unsuitable, (3) limit the Subject Material’s availability to a student where the school district
has received the consent of the student’s parent, or (4) permit the continued use of the
Subject Material for all grade levels or age groups.

2. Regulation 43-170 defines “Instructional Material(s)”:

“Instructional Material(s)” means materials used in a South Carolina K-12 public
school classroom, made available in a public school library/media center, or included
on a public school’s reading list, whether adopted and/or purchased from the state-
adopted instructional materials list, adopted and/or purchased through a district
instructional materials program, or otherwise purchased, donated to the school, or
made available to students through other means, including but not limited to digital
platforms. See S.C. Code Ann. Section 59—19—10. The term *‘Instructional
Materials’’ as used herein includes any collection of books or materials purchased,
acquired, or kept on public school grounds by any teacher or other public-school
employee and made available to students, regardless of how or by whom such
materials are acquired or purchased.

Reg. 43-170(I)(A).

3. Regulation 43-170 defines “Age and Developmentally Appropriate’:

“Age and Developmentally Appropriate’” means topics, messages, materials, and teaching
methods suitable to particular ages or age groups of children and adolescents, based on
developing cognitive, emotional, and behavioral capacity typical for the age or age group.
Instructional Material is not ‘‘Age and Developmentally Appropriate’’ for any age or age
group of children if it includes descriptions or visual depictions of ‘sexual conduct,’” as that
term is defined by Section 16—15-305(C)(1).

4. Regulation 43-170 authorizes the State Board to establish “a committee comprised of at least
five of the State Board’s members... [and to] conduct a public meeting” consistent with the
Regulation’s requirements. Reg. 43-170(IV)(E). Furthermore, it requires the committee to

! Exhibit A contains excerpts which are representative of questionable or violative material contained in the Subject
Material. The IMRC’s review, report, and recommendation is not limited to the excerpts listed on Exhibit A.
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“provide a report and recommendation to the full State Board to be considered and either
adopted or rejected by the State Board at its next regularly scheduled meeting.” /d.

5. Regulation 43-170 authorizes the State Board to review material “of its own volition and on
its own initiative” in order to “make determinations regarding the educational suitability or
the Age or Developmental Appropriateness of specific Instructional Materials pursuant to the
criteria and requirements of”” Reg. 43-170(VI)(B).

RECOMMENDATION

Having carefully considered all public comments (in person and written), the Subject Material and/or
excerpts in question from the Subject Material, all documentation provided by the Department, and
all comments made by those appearing before the IMRC, we unanimously find that the Subject
Material includes descriptions of “sexual conduct” as that term is defined by S.C. Code § 16-15-
305(C)(1). While the IMRC’s review of the Subject Material is not limited to Exhibit A, the excerpts
contained therein establish a clear violation of the regulation. Therefore, the Subject Material is not
Age and Developmentally Appropriate as defined by S.C. Code Reg. 43-170 and must be removed
entirely from all public schools in South Carolina.

The IMRC recommends that, considering all the circumstances, A Court of Thorns and Roses by
Sarah J. Maas be removed entirely from all public schools in South Carolina, beginning on the date
of the signing of an Order by the South Carolina State Board of Education.

s/Christian T. Hanley, Jr.

Christian T. Hanley, Jr.

Chairman

Instructional Material Review Committee
November 1, 2024
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A Court of Thorns and Roses
Maas, Sarah J.

Summary
The book is about magical lands and faraway places. Feyre, a main character, kills a

wolf in the woods, and that triggers a series of perfidious legends that unravel. She
goes to live with Tamlin, a fairy who has an everlasting life. Her prejudices about
Prythian are dispelled by living with Tamlin.

Availability
Available to students in South Carolina high school libraries.

Excerpts
Pages 196-200: His bite lightened, and his tongue caressed the places his teeth had

been. He didn’t move- he just remained in that spot, kissing my neck. Intently,
territorially, lazily. Heat pounded between my legs, and as he ground his body against
me, against every aching spot, a moan slipped past my lips. ...More- | wanted the
hardness of his body crushing against mine; | wanted his mouth and teeth and tongue
on my bare skin, on my breasts, between my legs. Everywhere- | wanted him
everywhere.

Pp243ff *: He pulled me onto his lap, holding me tightly against him as his lips parted
mine. | became aware of every pore in my body when his tongue entered my mouth.
... pushed Tamlin onto the bed, straddling him, pinning him as if it would somehow
keep me from leaving, as if it would make time stop entirely. His hands rested on my
hips, and their heat singed me through the thin silk of my nightgown. My hair fell around
our faces like a curtain. | couldn’t kiss him fast enough, hard enough to express the
rushing need within me. He growled softly and deftly flipped us over, spreading me
beneath him as he wrenched his lips from my mouth and made a trail of kisses down
my neck. ...My back arched as he reached the spot he’d once bitten, and | dragged my
hands through his hair, savoring the silken smoothness. He traced the arc of my
hipbones, lingering at the edge of my undergarments. My nightgown had become
hitched around my waist, but | didn’t care. | hooked my bare legs around his, running
my feet down the hard muscles of his calves.

We were a tangle of limbs and teeth, | tore at his clothes until they were on the floor,
then tore at his skin until | marked him down his back, his arms. His claws were out, but
devastatingly gentle on my hips as he slid down between my thighs and feasted on me,
stopping only after | shuddered and fractured. | was moaning his name when he
sheathed himself inside me in a powerful, slow thrust that had me splintering around
him. We moved together, unending and wild and burning, and when | went over the
edge the next time, he roared and went with me.

P. 411*: To realize that he was done waiting- and so was |. He eased me onto the bed,
murmuring my name against my neck, the shell of my ear, the tips of my fingers. | urged
him- faster, harder. His mouth explored the curve of my breast, the inside of my thigh.
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Staff Recommendation
Remove. The excerpts included are not “age and developmentally appropriate” due to
descriptions of “sexual conduct,” as defined in S.C. Code Ann. Section 16-15-305

(C)(1)(@) & (d).

* Paginations differ in different editions.
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