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SUBJECT/TITLE

South Carolina Certification Assessment Program: Additional Testing Option for Physical
Education

PURPOSE OF REPORT/REGULATION/ITEM

As established in S.C. Code Ann. § 59-26-30, the State Board of Education (State Board) is
responsible for the adoption of certification assessments and related passing scores.

CRITICAL FACTS

S.C. Code Ann. § 59-26-30 authorizes the State Board to adopt educator certification
assessments and set passing scores for each assessment. In November 1997, the State Board
approved the Praxis series of assessments developed and administered by Educational Testing
Service (ETS) for use in South Carolina. In 2017 and 2024, the SBE approved additional
assessments developed and administered by Pearson Evaluation Systems for use in South
Carolina. Through the Office of Educator Services, the South Carolina Department of Education
(SCDE) monitors the implementation of the state’s certification assessment program, including
test taker performance, and recommends test adoptions, qualifying scores, and other changes
on an annual basis.

In consultation with ETS, teacher preparation faculty, and certification candidates, the SCDE
Office of Educator Services routinely reviews stakeholder feedback, test-taker performance and
pass rates, and tests adoptions in other states. After reviewing assessments in the field of
Physical Education, the SCDE Office of Educator Services recommends adoption of an additional
assessment option for candidates seeking initial or add-on certification.

Recommended Assessment Options in Physical Education

Option 1 (Retain)

Praxis 5095 Physical Education: Content and Design

Passing Score: 169

Test Format: 90 selected response and 2 constructed response questions
Time: 2 hours

Cost: $156

State adoptions: Praxis 5095 is used in 12 US states and territories.



Option 2 (Adopt)

Praxis 5091 Physical Education: Content Knowledge
Recommended passing score: 152

Test format: 120 selected-response questions

Time: 2 hours

Cost: $130

State adoptions: Praxis 5091 is used in 28 US states and territories.

The content of both Praxis 5091 and Praxis 5095 is based primarily on the teacher preparation
standards developed by the Society of Health and Physical Education (SHAPE America). Content
categories on both assessments include:

e Content Knowledge and Student Growth and Development
e Management, Motivation, and Communication

e Planning, Instruction, and Student Assessment

e Collaboration, Reflection, and Technology

Adoption of Praxis 5091 will give test-takers seeking certification in Physical Education a
comparable assessment option at a lower cost, support in-state applicants as well as candidates
who have completed a preparation program in another state and reduce score-reporting time
for candidates.

The SCDE recommends adopting this additional option effective July 1, 2026, to assist
candidates currently enrolled in preparation programs.

TIMELINE/REVIEW PROCESS

June 2, 2026 The Office of Educator Services presents the recommendation to
adopt Praxis 5091for State Board approval.

ECONOMIC IMPACT

COST: N/A
FUND/SOURCE: N/A
ATTACHMENTS
Attachments: [ |yes Xno

(attachments must be submitted with synopsis)

Name of Attachments:



RECOMMENDATION
The SCDE recommends State Board approval of Praxis 5091 Physical Education with a passing
score of 152 as an additional option for candidates seeking certification in Physical Education.
ACTION REQUEST
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