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SUBJECT/TITLE
New Alternative Route Program: Lexington School District Two
PURPOSE OF REPORT/REGULATION/ITEM

The purpose of this item is to recommend the State Board of Education (State Board)
approve the proposal from Lexington School District Two to offer an alternative route
preparation program: Champions Pathway to Alternative Certification for Teachers
(CPACT).

CRITICAL FACTS

S.C. Code Ann. 859-26-30 establishes the State Board’s authority to issue a conditional
teaching certificate to an individual who does not qualify for full certification based on
completion of a teacher preparation program at an approved college or university. To be
eligible, the individual must earn a bachelor’s degree from a regionally accredited college
or university with a major in the certification area and a qualifying score on the required
subject area examination. The State Board may renew a conditional teaching certificate
annually for a maximum of three years, if the holder of the certificate shows satisfactory
progress toward completion of a teacher certification program prescribed by the State
Board.

In 2017, Regulation 43-51 was amended authorizing the State Board to approve additional
alternative route certification programs and approve the content areas in which
candidates pursue certification according to rules and guidelines published by the board.
These guidelines, developed by the South Carolina Department of Education (SCDE) and
approved by the State Board in March 2019, establish a process and standards for the
approval of alternative route providers and preparation programs. The guidelines outline
criteria for provider eligibility, detail the proposal and review process, and establish
standards for the initial and continuing approval of new alternative route programs. These
standards allow for a school district, (i.e., a local education agency (LEA) to submit a
program proposalindividually or in collaboration with partner districts.

Lexington School District Two submitted a proposal to establish an alternative route
program for the preparation and certification of teachers.



If approved, CPACT will offer an alternative educator route program in the following
certification fields:

Early Childhood and Elementary Education (Grade spans defined below):
e Early Childhood (PK- Grade 3)
e Elementary Education (Grades 2-6)

Middle Level Education (Grades 5-8):

e Middle Level Math e Middle Level Science
e Middle Level English Language e Middle Level Social Studies
Arts

High School Education (Grades 9-12):

e English Social Studies
e Mathematics Economics

e Biology Geography

e Chemistry Government
e Science History

e Physics

All Grades (PK-Grade 12):

Special Education: Multi-
categorical

Art

Music Education

Music Education (Choral)
Music Education
(Instrumental)

Business and Marketing
Physical Education

Spanish

English for Speakers of Other
Languages

Theater

S.C. Code Ann. § 59-26-30 provides for the issuance of a conditional teaching certificate to
an eligible individual who has earned a bachelor’s degree from a regionally accredited
college or university with a major in the certification area. Proviso 1.66 of the General
Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2024-25 allows the State Board to approve a major or
major equivalence for admission to an alternative route program. Since there is no
corresponding academic major for Early Childhood Education, Elementary Education, or
Special Education: Multi-categorical, the CPACT proposal defines a major equivalence for
an eligible candidate in that field: a bachelor’s degree from a regionally accredited college
or university with a cumulative grade point average (GPA) of at least 2.75 or a minimum
GPA of at least 2.5 and qualifying scores on the reading, writing, and mathematics subtests
of the Praxis Core Academic Skills for Educators basic skills exam.

After conducting a detailed review of the CPACT proposal, the SCDE disseminated the
submission to an external peer review team of subject-matter experts who evaluated the



rigor and content of the program. After reviewing the proposal and ensuring all
requirements established in South Carolina statute, regulation, and guidelines are met,
the external peer review team recommended further development and offered specific
feedback to Lexington School District Two. Following Lexington School District Two’s
revision of the proposal, the PRC completed a final evaluation ensuring all state
requirements for the certification of teachers through an alternative route program were
met. The PRC considered the CPACT proposal on March 6, 2026, and requested minor
revisions. Lexington School District Two revised the document as requested. On April 10,
2026, the PRC voted to recommend approval of the program to the State Board.

If the program proposal is approved by the State Board, CPACT will enroll candidates
beginning in summer 2026. Upon successful completion of all program requirements as
well as the induction and summative evaluation requirements for the state’s expanded
system for Assisting, Developing, and Evaluating Professional Teaching (ADEPT),
successful program completers will be eligible to advance from an Alternative Route
certificate to a renewal Professional certificate.

Note: The Read to Succeed Act, as amended by Act 114 of 2024, requires that teacher
candidates develop knowledge of foundational literacy skills grounded in the scientific
principles of reading instruction and have opportunities to apply their knowledge and skills
in field and clinical experiences. Beginning September 1, 2026, candidates applying for
certification in Early Childhood, Elementary, and Special Education fields must earn a
passing score on a rigorous test of reading instruction for certification. All educator
preparation providers that prepare candidates in any of these fields, both traditional and
alternative route, will be required to provide evidence of alignment with the revised PK-5
South Carolina Literacy Competencies.

TIMELINE/REVIEW PROCESS

September 12, 2025 Lexington School District Two submits a proposal for an
alternative route program, CPACT.

September 19, 2025 The SCDE seeks nominations to form an external peer
review team.

September 26, 2025 The SCDE refers the proposal to an external peer review
team.

November 6, 2025 The SCDE meets with the external peer review team

who recommends the decision status of “further
development required.”

November 7, 2025 The SCDE shares feedback from the external peer
review team with CPACT.
November 20, 2025 Lexington School District Two resubmits the proposal.

The proposal is shared with the external peer review
team.



January 20, 2026 The SCDE meets with the external peer review team
who recommends the decision status of “preliminary

approval.”
February 6, 2026 The PRC considers the CPACT proposal
March 6, 2026 The PRC requests revisions to the CPACT proposal, and

elects to conduct a final review prior to moving the
proposal to the State Board for consideration.

March 20, 2026 The SCDE accepts the revised CPACT proposal for PRC
consideration.

April 10, 2026 The PRC approves the CPACT proposal for State Board
consideration.

April 17,2026 The SCDE accepts the final, ADA-accessible proposal
from Lexington School District 2.

June 5, 2026 The SCDE presents the proposal for State Board
approval.

ECONOMIC IMPACT

COST: N/A
FUND/SOURCE: N/A

ATTACHMENTS

Attachments: IXI yes [ ]no
(attachments must be submitted with synopsis)

Name of Attachments: Lexington School District Two, Champions Pathway to Alternative
Certification for Teachers

RECOMMENDATION
The SCDE recommends the State Board approve Lexington School District Two’s
alternative Route program, CPACT.
ACTION REQUEST
FOR APPROVAL: |X| FOR INFORMATION ONLY: [ ]
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