BEFORE THE SOUTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

In the Matter of the )

) CUNDEN1 URKDEK OUF
Educator Certificate of ) SUSPENSION

)
Daniel Gary )

)
Ebducator Lertificate 2>16860 )

SUMMARY OF THE CASE

Lhe douth Carolina State Board of kducation (dtate Board) considered this matter
on August 14, ZU1¥. Un March 1, ZU18, the douth Larolina Department of kducation
(DUDE) sent notice via regular and certified mail, return receipt requested, to Daniel
Gary concerning the pending action against his educator certiticate 2> 10630. ATter Mr.
Gary received the notice he contacted the SCDE to request a hearing and to discuss an
alternative resolution. Prior to the scheduling of a hearing in this matter, Mr. Gary agreed
to waive his right to a hearing and enter into this Consent Order of Suspension of his
educator ceriificate 251686 for a period of one year. Afier considering the evidence
presented, the State Board voted to accept the Consent Order of Suspension of Mr.
Gary’s educator certificate for a period of one year, commencing on August 14, 2018,
and ending on August 13, 2019.

FINDINGS OF FACT

Daniel ary holds a vana douth Larolina protessional eaucator certificate. Mr.
Uary has over SIX years of educator experience and has no prior record or discipiinary
action with the State Board.

Mmr. Gary was empioyed by Ureenwood Lounty dChool District (Liastrict) as a
Spanish teacher at Ureenwood High >Chool (dchool). Un Novemboer 28, ZU1/, the
Istrict placed Mir. Gary on admimstrative leave during an investigation mto reported
allegations Of mappropriate content not n e with district poiicies on s personai social
media site. Mr. ary submitted his resignation via email on November 29, U1/, which
the LIStrict accepted. Un INovember ZY, ZU1/, the LAStrict reported Mr. Gary's

unprofessional conduct 1o the dCUDL.
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subpoena 10 inc LsiStiici, Via €imaii, TeQuesiing ViT. ary's personnei Tiie and reiated
materiais. Un piecember U/, ZU1/, the UL recerved the requested miormation from the
nsStrict. 1 he Lasinct 1nies revealed that a teacher received a complaint rrom a parent with
a copy o the miernet material in question, which was twrnead over 1o the principal and the
iastrict. whiie Mr. sary 1S entitied 1o exXpress his views openly, the video contained
fanguage disparagmng smdents and Turther ievies personal attacks on ms former
SUpervisor and nis Tormer Co-workers, which 1s unproressional conduct.

ATISr considering the evidence presenied, the dtate 1soard voied to accept the
consent Urder 0T duspension O Mir. Lary's educator certiricate 1or a period o1 one year

commencing on August 14, ZU1¥, and ending on August 13, ZU1Y.

“The South Carolina Board of Education may. for just cause, either revoke or
suspend the certificate of any person.” S.C. Code Ann. § 59-25-150 (Rev. 2004); S.C.
Code Ann. § 59-25-160 (2016). Just cause includes unprofessional conduct. S.C. Code
Ann. § 59-25-160 (2016); 24 S.C. Code Regs. 43-58 (2016). The State Board finds that
the cvidence presented demonstrates that Mr. Gary cngaged in unprofessional conduct by
posting inappropriate content on his personal social media site in violation of district
policies. The State Board further finds that just cause exists for the suspension of Mr.
\;ldl_y > c\iuvawl ucu;x_waw l‘Ul a Pcl IUU Ul_ UIIC yoati, UUllllllUlI\aillg Uit nugubt 1<ty A‘leO,
and enging on August 13, ZU19Y.

Now, therefore, 1t 1S hereby ordered that the educator certificate ot Damel Gary,
certincate Z>10%06, 1S suspended Tor a period Of one year commencing on August 14,
2U18¥, and ending on August 13, ZU1Y.

IT MIr. Uary wishes 10 have nis certiricate reinstated at the COnciusion or the period
of suspension, he shail make a written request 10 the dLUDE’'S UInice of baucator
Services. Mr. Gary shall be responsibie Tor meeting all certification requirements in
effect at the time he requests reinstatement and for the payment of any appiicaple

remstatement tees. 1 he suspension Of Mir. (sary s egucator certificate shatl be reported 1o
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