BEFORE THE SOUTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

In the Matter of the Suspension )
)
of the Educator Certificate of ) CONSENT ORDER OF SUSPENSION
)
Natalie Jean Zitek, ) (BREACH OF CONTRACT)
)
Certificate 270691 )
SUMMARY OF THE CASE

The South Carolina State Board of Education (State Board) considered this matter on
Febraary [0, 2005. On October 23, 2014, the South Carolina Department of Education (SCDE)
seot Neatabae Jeam Zmrk a motior of her sigh 00 3 heanms regandong the possibie sespension of her
delivery resiricted oo sddiessoc. On Getober 29, 2014, Ms. Zitek received the motice as evidenced
by a signed postal receipt bearimg her signatare.  Ms. Zisek requested 2 hearmg withim the
stattorily roquared period, bat Rater chose w0 warve ber right t0 a hearing and enter mto this
Consent Order of Suspension.

After considering the evidence presented, the State Board voted to suspend Ms. Zitek's
aducator certificate for a period of foer months, comcidimg with the remainder of the 2014-2615
contract year, commencing on February 11, 2015, and ending on Jane 10, 2015.

FINDINGS OF FACT

This case concermns a formal compiamt by the Greenviile County School District (District)
Thee State Board kas jwisdiction o s omsiter, persest 0 S.C. Code Amn. § 58-25-150 (Rev.
2004) and S.C. Code Ann § 59-25-530 (Rev. 2004).

Nztalie Jean Ziek reccived her certtficate through the Program for Altermative
Certification for Educators (PACE) on Augast 12, 2014, On Asgast 13, 2014, Mis. Ziek signed
& Conactasl Aggoesmosk widk doe Dastruct for die 2013-2814 school year 0 work as @ msunacwor
& Carolina Academy {also refenred to as Carvlies High School). This costract represented Ms.
Ziek™s frst year of experrence andior cmployment as & weacher.
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On August 20, 2014, Ms. Zitek sent a letter of resignation to the District stating that she
school had not been “in e with the reality {she] faced m the classroom.™
On Awgust 22, 2014, the Diserict set Ms. Zisck written notice that she was not bemg
pubclmrs m Board Policy GBO. Bowd Policy GBO prosidies thut after Sy 1 of the camrent
school year, a release from comractusl oblipations would de approved by the Sopermtendent
only for reasoms of sikmess, dhimpe of sposse’s residence oat of the district, matcrmy, o
other excopiond Crosmstmnces, and th v cmphoyer wosdd be releasod watid @ satisfactory
woctssary. Tht District sve wfsraned My, Zieck doat & formul complavg mry be Ged wids dee
State Boand requesting disciplinary action apos her certificate. l . |
Thereafier, Ms. Znck did not retorn o her position.  On September 23, 2014, the | -
District™s Board of Trustoes voied 10 recommend the sespension of Ms. Zitek™s teaching | 270697
crodontizl on the busis of ber breach of comract, ead the Diswict’s admimstration notified the | Il
SCDE via letter dated September 26. 2014. Z’m >
Ms. Zitek was noticed of and sebsequently requested a hearing regarding the suspension _/Lfé(
of her educator certificate on the grounds of breach of contract; however, prior to the date of the | D¢ |
heaning, Ms. Zinck sproad, with the Diserace’s approval, 1o watve her right 0 a bearmg and enter
into this Consent Order of Suspension.
presemtod domonsirates that M. Zitek breached her comtract widh e District, and that jost caose
exists 30 suspend Ms. Ziek s educaor cortificsse for & period of foar monties, comciding with the
remeinder of the 2014-2015 comtract year, comenencmg on Fobraary 11, 2015, and endmg on
June 10, 2015.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW
“The State Board of Education may, for just cause, either revoke or suspend the
certificate of any person.” S.C. Code Amn. § 59-25-150 (Rev. 2004). Just cause mchades, inter
i, “wnprofessions] condect” and “wiltd viokstion of the relies and regulations of the State
Board of Education.” S.C. Code Asn. § 58-25-160 (3) und () (Rev. 2004). Purseant 10 24 S.C.
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Code Regs. 43-58 (2) and (14) (201 1), the State Board of Education has the legal authority, inter
alia, to suspend a certificate for “wiiful neglect of duty” and “failure to comply with the
provisions of a contract without the wrten consent of the local school board.” The State Board
sapports the Stase Board’s detormmasatioon Suat just casse cxuts & saspend the: odacator certificate
of Ms. Znek for a penod of four months, comcuding with the remainder of the 2014-2015
oontract year, commencing on February 11, 2015, and ending on June 10, 2015,

The saspension of Ms. Zmek’s educator certificate 270691 shall be reported to the
NASDTEC Cleannghoase and & South Carolina school distcts widvm thwty days from the
date of this order.

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. |
South Board of Education
Al JO%&/
Trac% Yom(g}oopé}Chair U
Columbia, South Carolina

February 11, 2015

1, Natalic J. Zitek, S.C. Educator Certificate 270691, hereby waive my night to a heaning in this maiter. 1 have read
and understood the terms set forth n this Consent Order, and I have been given sufficient time and opportunity
10 seck lepal counsel to assist me i reading and understamding these terms. | apree that the fmdings of facts and
oonchrssons of taw containad m this Coosent Ondier are ttoe. | understand that the terms of this Consent Onder, npon
execution, are not subject to reconskderation, collaterat attack or yudicial review_ I hereby freely, knowingly and of
iy own acoud, agree o the foar monih sospension of my adecator certificase by the South Canolina State Board of
Edocation. | oaderstand that this Order wilk be presentedt to the State Board on Febroary 1§, 2015,

27 ) / 7 /-7~ Xo/5
NatalleJ.thck/ 7 Date

Having read and reviewed the torms set forth in this Consent Onder, the Greenville County Schoot District, by and
through the sndersigned representative having full asthority to take such action, agrees to the sanctions set forth
this matter for breach of contract.
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Authorized District Representative




Zitek, Natalie Jean

Consent Order of Suspension
February 11, 2015

Page 4

T ) Aot

Position of District Representative




