BEFORE THE SOUTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

In the Matter of the Revocation

of the Educator Certificate of ORDER OF

Brent Justin Blackwell PERMANENT REVOCATION

Certificate 236068
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SUMMARY OF THE CASE

This educator certification matter comes before the South Carolina State Board of
Education (State Board) on June 12, 2013. At issue is the revocation of the educator
certificate of Brent Justin Blackwell, Certificate 236098. On March 25, 2013, the South
Carolina Department of Education (SCDE) sent notice to Mr. Blackwell of the potential
action against his certificate and his right to a hearing by certified mail, return receipt,
restricted delivery and first class mail. On April 15, 2013, Mr. Blackwell received the
notice as evidenced by a postal receipt bearing his signature. Mr. Blackwell did not
request a hearing within the time period specified in the notice and is in default.

After considering the evidence presented, the State Board voted to permanently
revoke Mr. Blackwell’s educator certificate.

FINDINGS OF FACT

Mr. Blackwell holds a professional South Carolina educator certificate and has
five years of teaching experience. Mr. Blackwell was employed as a teacher at J.L Mann
High School in Greenville County School District (District). The District placed Mr.
Blackwell on administrative leave on May 11, 2012, based on Mr. Blackwell’s arrest for
a criminal charge (which was later expunged), his subsequent failure to notify the District
of the arrest, his false claim to the District that the work time he missed due to the arrest
was because of personal illness, and his failure to follow proper absence reporting
procedures. While on administrative leave, Mr. Blackwell returned a computer to the

District. A check of the computer revealed that Mr. Blackwell had accessed a number of
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pornographic pictures on the District computer on May 5, 2011. Thereafter, Mr.
Blackwell resigned his position with the District in lieu of termination.

In a letter dated November 16, 2012, and received November 19, 2012, the
District notified the SCDE on Mr. Blackwell’s separation from the District. On March
25, 2013, the SCDE sent notice to Mr. Blackwell of possible disciplinary action against
his educator certification due to the pornographic pictures on his District-issued
computer, and his right to a hearing by certified mail, return receipt, restricted delivery
and first class mail. On April 15, 2013, Mr. Blackwell received the notice as evidenced
by a postal receipt bearing his signature. Mr. Blackwell did not request a hearing within
the time period specified in the notice and is now in default.

After considering the evidence presented, the State Board voted to revoke Mr.
Blackwell’s educator certificate.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

The State Board has jurisdiction in this matter pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. § 59-
25-150 (2004), and may, for just cause, either revoke or suspend the certificate of any
person. S.C. Code Ann. § 59-25-150 (2004); S.C. Code Ann. § 59-25-160 (2004); 24 S.C.
Code Regs. 43-58 (2011). Just cause includes unprofessional conduct, cruelty, crime
against the law of this state, and evident unfitness for position for which employed. S. C.
Code Ann. § 59-25-160 (2004); 24 S.C. Code Regs. 43-58 (2011). The State Board finds
that the evidence presented by the SCDE demonstrates that Mr. Blackwell engaged in
unprofessional conduct, and demonstrated an evident unfitness for teaching resulting
from his aforementioned possession and storage of pornographic pictures on a District
computer. This evidence presented supports the State Board’s decision to revoke the
educator certificate of Brent Justin Blackwell, certificate 236068, effective June 12, 2013.

Now, therefore, it is hereby ordered that the educator certificate of Brent Justin
Blackwell, certificate 236068, is hereby revoked. The revocation of this educator
certificate shall be reported to the NASDTEC Clearinghouse and all South Carolina
school districts within thirty days from the date of this order.

AND IT IS SO ORDERED.
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South Carolina State Board of Education
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By: David W. Blackmon, Ph.D., Chair

Columbia, South Carolina

June 12, 2013



