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Empowering all students to shape our future.

Personal
Pathways
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Contest

Clusters, majors and IGPs have been part of our school experience for the
past five years. As we reflect on our accomplishments and chart our next
steps, we would like to recognize and award Best Practices that have fueled
our success so far.

Guidance Counselors and Career Specialists are invited to submit ap-
plications for ideas or programs that have promoted quality experiences
for students and parents, involved the business community and advanced
the career development dialogue. Best Practices promote the efficient use
of time and resources, involve the use of technology and make important
connections between school and the real world.

Submit completed application to Tiffany Robinson at (eedasupport@ed.sc.
gov) with length limited to cover sheet with identifying information and

brief description and three additional sheets for supporting documenta-
tion and/or evidence.

Deadline date for electronic submission is October 15, 2011.
Winners to be announced December 1, 2011.

Prizes will be awarded to individual schools.
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Section 1: Identifying Information

School District _Jasper

School Hardeeville Elementary School

Submitted by April Finley & Janie Pitts Position Guidance Counselors

Fmail afinley@ jcsd.net & jpitts@jcsd.net Phone 843-784-8435 or 8432

Approved by: Rechel Anderson School Principal
Grade Level: U Elementary Middle High

Indicate the EEDA process area(s) addressed by this Best Practice:
Career Development Activities, Events or Classes
[] Parental Involvement
Engaging & developing business/industry/community partnerships

Developing and communicating clusters and majors

Other

Section 2: Brief Description
Please describe how this Best Practice improves the quality of your process, benefits students, parents and/or busi-

ness partners and supports career development. At Hardeeville Elementary School, we have a Connect with Your Child Day

event where parents get the opportunity to come into our school and go to class with their children and participate in classroom

activities with their kids. We also hosted a Father/Son vs. Staff basketball game as a part of the Connect with Your Child Day.

It was a huge success! Due to the high response we recieved from fathers and sons, we had to reserve the high school gym

and schedule to have two games, one for pre-kindergarten through second grades and the other for third through fifth grades.

Students who did not sign up to participate in the basketball game were allowed to watch the games with their class.
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Supporting Documentation

Website link to a Newspaper Article in the Hardeeville Today:
http://savannahnow.com/hardeeville/2011-10-08/hardeeville-program-connects-parents-students-and-staff-common-goal

Hardeeville program connects parents, students and staff in common goal
Posted: October 8, 2011 - 12:04am | Updated: October 8, 2011 - 12:10am
By Gwyneth J. Saunders

The whole idea behind Hardeeville's second Connect With Your Child day was to bring parents and children together at
school for education and fun.

“We had parents go to their child’s art, music, phys. ed. and computer classes last year and at the end of the year we
held a father-son basketball game on a Saturday,” said guidance counselor and coordinator April Finley. “The game was
packed but this year we wanted more of the students to see fathers and sons playing together as well as going to
classes, so we scheduled the game for during the week.”

The Tuesday basketball games may not have had as many parents involved but it was a challenge for Principal Rechel
Anderson.

“They were still calling me last night begging to get in, the parents were,” she laughed. “I had to say no. We are jammed.”
It was a good problem to have.

Parents visited in their youngsters' classes until it was time for the first series of games. The youngest scholars — up to
grade two — filed into the gymnasium and filled the bleachers. There was excitement in the air and the noise level slowly
rose. School staff members and fathers were dressed for basketball and a few warm-up shots got the attention of the
fans.

Referee Beatrice Anderson, a special needs teacher who is actually a South Carolina high school basketball official,
officiated the games.

The basic father-son rules were simple. There had to be at least two students on the court with the fathers for the first 8
1/2 out of 10 minutes of play. Staff members wore green Hurricane practice jerseys while the visitors wore white jerseys.
There were basic basketball rules in effect, also, but the number of players allowed on the court did not seem to be one of
them. There occasionally appeared to be six or seven players wearing white on the court at the same time. Traveling was
not called on athletes shorter than three feet and those players were permitted to guard the paint — and anything else
they could run away with, like the ball.

Despite being outsized, though, the youngsters gave the staff a hard time and second grader Quentin Brown was a
regular shot machine, scoring at least three times.

For the fans, there were cheerleaders from the community's Hurricane League who kept the fever and the noise level
high. The volume reached its peak, however, when their principal got on the court, found herself in possession of the ball
and surrounded by the parents.

She confessed earlier to not being an athlete, but it made no difference to her students. Forgetting they were supposed to
support their classmates, the bleachers shook as the children stomped on then and the gym soon resounded with cheers
of “Go, Ms. Anderson! Go, Ms. Anderson!”

The whole point was to “encourage parents to come in and spend time with their kids,” Finley said.

The game and the day in class was so popular, that both Finley and Anderson said they were getting calls for the moms
to have something.

“We're going to have something later in the year for the moms, we're thinking a hula hoop contest,” Finley said laughing.
“We'll see how that goes.”
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Supporting Documentation

Website link to news report from Holly Bounds at WSAV.
http://lwww2.wsav.com/news/2011/oct/04/fathers-connect-their-child-hardeeville-elementary-ar-2508270/

Visit our school website to view pictures of the event. Under highlights, click on the link for the 2nd Annual Connect with
your Child Day 2011 link or go to the guidance link and click on the photo album.

http://hes.jcsd.net
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Hardeeville program connects parents, students and staff in common goal
Posted: October 8, 2011 - 12:04am  |  Updated: October 8, 2011 - 12:10am
By Gwyneth J. Saunders

The whole idea behind Hardeeville's second Connect With Your Child day was to bring parents and children together at school for education and fun.
“We had parents go to their child’s art, music, phys. ed. and computer classes last year and at the end of the year we held a father-son basketball game on a Saturday,” said guidance counselor and coordinator April Finley. “The game was packed but this year we wanted more of the students to see fathers and sons playing together as well as going to classes, so we scheduled the game for during the week.”
The Tuesday basketball games may not have had as many parents involved but it was a challenge for Principal Rechel Anderson.
“They were still calling me last night begging to get in, the parents were,” she laughed. “I had to say no. We are jammed.”
It was a good problem to have.
Parents visited in their youngsters' classes until it was time for the first series of games. The youngest scholars — up to grade two — filed into the gymnasium and filled the bleachers. There was excitement in the air and the noise level slowly rose. School staff members and fathers were dressed for basketball and a few warm-up shots got the attention of the fans.
Referee Beatrice Anderson, a special needs teacher who is actually a South Carolina high school basketball official, officiated the games.
The basic father-son rules were simple. There had to be at least two students on the court with the fathers for the first 8 1/2 out of 10 minutes of play. Staff members wore green Hurricane practice jerseys while the visitors wore white jerseys.
There were basic basketball rules in effect, also, but the number of players allowed on the court did not seem to be one of them. There occasionally appeared to be six or seven players wearing white on the court at the same time. Traveling was not called on athletes shorter than three feet and those players were permitted to guard the paint — and anything else they could run away with, like the ball.
Despite being outsized, though, the youngsters gave the staff a hard time and second grader Quentin Brown was a regular shot machine, scoring at least three times.
For the fans, there were cheerleaders from the community's Hurricane League who kept the fever and the noise level high. The volume reached its peak, however, when their principal got on the court, found herself in possession of the ball and surrounded by the parents.
She confessed earlier to not being an athlete, but it made no difference to her students. Forgetting they were supposed to support their classmates, the bleachers shook as the children stomped on then and the gym soon resounded with cheers of “Go, Ms. Anderson! Go, Ms. Anderson!”
The whole point was to “encourage parents to come in and spend time with their kids,” Finley said.
The game and the day in class was so popular, that both Finley and Anderson said they were getting calls for the moms to have something.
“We're going to have something later in the year for the moms, we're thinking a hula hoop contest,” Finley said laughing. “We'll see how that goes.”
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