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AGENDA 

• Expectations  
• SSIT Responsibilities 
• Standards Review 
• Support Document Overview 
• Assessment Update/Implications 
• Using The Support Document 
• Social Studies Resources 
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SSIT RESPONSIBILITIES 

• Participate in all SSIT meetings 
 
• Facilitate training in your district 
 
• Share information with colleagues  
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South Carolina 
Social Studies 

Academic Standards 

                  Review 
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Charge to Writing Panel 

 Fewer 
 

 Clearer 
 

 Higher 
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Fewer Standards 
Kindergarten - Second Grade 

 
 

    2005 Standards 
 Kindergarten had 

6 
 Grade 1 had 6  
 Grade 2 had 5  
 Total: 17 

 
 

    2011 Standards 
 Kindergarten now has 

4  
 Grade 1 now has 4 
 Grade 2 now has 4 
 Total: 12 
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Standards 
Third - Fifth Grade 
 
 

    2005 Standards 
 Grade 3 had 5 
 Grade 4 had 6 
 Grade 5 had 6 
 Total: 17 

 
 

    2011 Standards 
 Grade 3 retained 5 
 Grade 4 retained 6 
 Grade 5 retained 6 
 Total: 17 
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Fewer Standards 
Sixth Grade - Eighth Grade 

 
 

2005 Standards 
 Grade 6 had 6 
 Grade 7 had 7 
 Grade 8 had 7 
 Total: 20 

 
 

    2011 Standards 
 Grade 6 retained 6 
 Grade 7 now has 6 
 Grade 8 retained 7 
 Total: 19 
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Fewer Standards 
High School 

 
    2005 Standards 
 US History had 10 
 Economics had 8 
 US Gov’t had 5 
 Total: 23 
                 

 

 
    2011 Standards 
 US History now has 8 
 Economics now has 5 
 US Gov’t now has 4 
 Total: 17 
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CLEARER 

 
 Fewer lists of people, places, and events 

 
 Extraneous information removed from 

standards and indicators 

 

11 



HIGHER 

 Focus on Conceptual Understanding 
 
 Social Studies Literacy Skills for the 21st 

Century 
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Revised Organization 
of the Standards 

 
 Standards for nine grade levels (K-8) 
 Standards for three required high school 

courses  
 Standards for elective course in World 

Geography  
 Standards for elective course World History 
 Standards for Global Studies I & II - removed 
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Revised Organization 
(continued) 

 
 An Enduring Understanding to identify the 

main idea or central concept of each standard 
 

 Social Studies Literacy Skills for the 21st 
Century provided for each standard  
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Survey feedback led to 
the following changes 

in the standards…  
 

 Focus of 3rd grade standards returned to SC history 
rather than the four social studies strands 
 

 More geography included in K-8   
 

 Standards written for an elective geography course in 
high school 
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Survey feedback led to 
the following changes 

in the standards…  
 

 Fewer standards in the US History and the 
Constitution course 
 

 Study of the Holocaust enhanced in grade 7 and high 
school courses 
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Social Studies Assessment Update 

Summer 2012 
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In ELA and Math 
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Expect Change 
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For Common Core State Standards (CCSS), 

Assessment = Smarter Balanced (SBAC) 
for ELA and Math in SC 

 • Consortium assessments fully implemented in 2014-15 
 
• Ongoing development with plans for pilot and field testing 

in consortium states in years prior to implementation 
 

• Test development progress traceable through regular 
website updates or monthly e-newsletter signup on website 
 

• SCDE assistance through CCSS workshops and resource 
webpage  
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Assessment and Teaching – 
Preparing for the Common Core 

in ELA and Math 

• For PASS Testing in 2012-13, teachers should address ALL of 
the current standards (2007-Math, 2008-ELA). 

• Teachers must look to CCSS to find skills that might be 
skipped in transition. 

• In 2013-14, “overlap” assessments administered, but more 
than “overlap” should be taught. 

Thus  
• Long before CCSS impacts large-scale assessment, it must 

impact teaching.  
• If ONLY Assessment drives instruction, students will miss 

learning many skills. 
• Preparation  (and change!) should have already begun! 
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Which will lead to change – such as: 

• Higher expectations/results 
 

• Greater content collaboration 
 

• Enhanced attention to cross- curricular learning 
applications 
 

• More advanced assessments 
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The more things change, however … 
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… the more they stay the same. 
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Philosophy of Design 

Tested 

Written 

Taught 

with a focus on understanding 
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Science and Social Studies  
Remain Part of the Cyclical Review Process: 

Steps: 
• Standards Review/Development/Approval Period 
• New Standards Implementation/Bridge School Year 
• Full Implementation and Assessment School Year 
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Current Science / Social Studies Processes 

 

Social Studies  

Science 

• Jan 2010-August 2011-Social Studies Academic Standards  development 
• 2011-2012 –New (2011) Social Studies  standards in classrooms, bridge (in-

common) assessments, Support Document developed 
• 2012-2013-Social Studies Assessments based solely on 2011 Standards  

• Spring 2012-Fall 2013-Science Academic Standards development 
• 2014-2015- New (2013) Science standards in classrooms/bridge (in-common) 

assessments 
• 2015-2016 –Science Assessments based solely on 2013 standards 
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In 2008 we worked to convince teachers that the Support 
Document would help bridge content and cognitive level in 
SC classrooms to SCDE expectations.  

31 

In 2012,  since we already had “believers” who were clamoring for 
the document, we needed to continue to live up to everyone’s high 
expectations!  
 



Changes for SC-Alt 
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Crosswalk 
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Crosswalk 
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What do we want students to learn? 
What will students retain from their learning? 

What should we Assess? 

Skills 
Fact Fact 

Fact 

Fact Fact Fact Fact 

Fact 

Fact Fact Fact 

Fact 

Fact 

Fact 

Fact 

Fact Fact 

Fact 

Fact 

Fact Fact Fact 

Fact 

Fact 

Fact 

Fact 

Fact 

Fact 

Fact Fact Fact 

Fact Fact Fact 

Fact Understanding 

Understanding 

Understanding 

Concept 

Concept 

Concept 

Fact 

Fact 

Fact 
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Test Development Process 

38 

Item 
Development Field Test 

Content 
Review 

Bias and 
Sensitivity 

Review 

Statistical 
Review 

Pool of 
Eligible 
Items 

Operational 
Test 
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Development of Items 

Content Check: Each Item 
• Assesses usually one objective and skill  
• Assesses important aspects of the targeted objective or 

skill 
• Assesses appropriate content and thinking skills 
• Uses an appropriate reading level  
• Is accurate and documented against reliable, up-to-date 

sources 

39 
Copyright © 2011 Pearson 
Education, Inc. or its affiliates. 
All rights reserved. 



Development of Items 

Stem/Question: 
• is clearly and concisely stated 
• avoids the use of negatives (not, except) and 

ambiguous words 
• does not present clues to the correct answer 

choice 
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Development of Items 

Linguistically accessible to the widest range of students 
 
• Use commonly used words 
• Use grade appropriate vocabulary 
• Use grade appropriate sentence structure 
• Avoid idiomatic speech and figurative language (unless 

being measured) 
• Avoid technical terms unrelated to the content 
• Avoid unnecessary words 
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Development of Items 

Answer choices: 
• are conceptually, grammatically, and syntactically 

consistent with the stem 
• are homogeneous and parallel in content, style, 

structure, and length (or progress in length, or are paired 
in length—two long and two short) 

• do not contain key words in the stem that would clue the 
correct answer 

• do not use extreme modifiers (always, never) 
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Development of Items 

Correct answer of each item: 
• is clearly correct and is the only correct answer choice 
• cannot be obtained unless the student has the knowledge or skill being 

assessed 
• cannot be obtained for the wrong reasons 

 
Distracters of each item: 

• are plausible and attractive to the student who has not mastered the 
objective or skill 

• represent common misconceptions, errors, flawed process, or 
incomplete understanding 

• are mutually exclusive 
• are not partially correct 
• are not markedly different or humorous 
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Content Review Checklist 

• Does the item measure what it is intended to measure? 
• Does the item have only one correct answer? 
• Are all distracters plausible yet incorrect? 
• Is the item phrased as a question? 
• Are the stem and answer options grammatically correct 

and consistent with one another?  
• Are the stem and answer options phrased in positive 

terms (i.e., avoid using not, never, except)? 
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Content Review Checklist 
(Continued) 

• Do the stem and answer options use third person (i.e., 
do not use “you”)? 

• Are the answer options arranged in a logical order 
(e.g., longest to shortest, numerical, chronological, 
alphabetical)?  

• Do the answer options avoid using “none of the 
above,” “both A and C,” or “all of the above”?  

• Is the verb tense consistent between the question and 
answer options? 

• Are there any clues or repeated words used which may 
influence the student’s responses to other items?  
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Other assessment considerations… 

• Tests are full of conventions to assist students.  
• Chronological order, [synonym], name and date citation, quote 

appropriateness/application-[W]hat, [I]n, [T]he 
• Test is not an exact paraphrase of the support document, which would be recall. 

Understanding requires an interaction between the stimulus and the body of 
information and skills of the student being assessed. 

• Read the entire question, carefully. Test is untimed. 
• “In all test items, it was necessary to read the question rather than make 

inferences.” 
• Practice skills. 

• Excerpt readings/political cartoons with attributes, definitions/inferences 
(entanglements), vocabulary building (“levying” or “imposing” taxes) 
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•PASS - reasons for migration or staying, mother 
countries and settlement patterns, cause and effect, etc., 
origins of religions, what court cases ruled, Charleston 
Tea Party 

 

•EOCEP- application of terms, explanations (why?), 
other’s point of view, unions, evolutionary change over 
time (civil rights), ability to predict 
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PACT (2003-8)/PASS(2009-Present) 
Social Studies Percent Passing 
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State Scores by Year Comparison - PASS 
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State Scores by Year Comparison - PASS 
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In High School US History Courses 

• Average year-end assessment scores are increasing. 
 

• The number of students passing year-end assessments is 
increasing. 
 

• Scores on US History Assessments are better than those in 
comparable Physical Science examinations.  
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Fewer students scoring at the 
failing level. 

State average score increasing. 

52 



Comparison of Physical Science to 
U.S. History Operational 

Comparison of Physical Science to 
U.S. History Implementation 
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Using the 2011 Support Documents  
 

As Your Paramount  
Resource 
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Begin by Reading…. 
 

Your Standard and Indicator 
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Think about and plan for the BIG 
Picture 
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What evidence will you accept that students 
understand the standard and related 
indicators? 
 

and 
 
How will students demonstrate to you that 
they understand the indicator? 
 

64 



 
Now, we will share some resources that 

will help with the PLANNING 
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Resources  

3rd Grade Indicator  
3-3.3 

Battle of Eutaw Springs 
 

Chronicling America  
 

The Anderson intelligencer., May 28, 1885, 
Image 4: 
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http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/battles_eutaw.html
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/search/pages/results/?state=&date1=1836&date2=1922&proxtext=Eutaw+Springs&dateFilterType=yearRange&rows=20&searchType=basic&x=29&y=25
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026965/1885-05-28/ed-1/seq-
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026965/1885-05-28/ed-1/seq-4/;words=Springs+Eutaw?date1=1836&rows=20&searchType=basic&state=&date2=1922&proxtext=Eutaw+Springs&y=25&x=29&dateFilterType=yearRange&index=3
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026965/1885-05-28/ed-1/seq-4/;words=Springs+Eutaw?date1=1836&rows=20&searchType=basic&state=&date2=1922&proxtext=Eutaw+Springs&y=25&x=29&dateFilterType=yearRange&index=3
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026965/1885-05-28/ed-1/seq-4/;words=Springs+Eutaw?date1=1836&rows=20&searchType=basic&state=&date2=1922&proxtext=Eutaw+Springs&y=25&x=29&dateFilterType=yearRange&index=3
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026965/1885-05-28/ed-1/seq-4/;words=Springs+Eutaw?date1=1836&rows=20&searchType=basic&state=&date2=1922&proxtext=Eutaw+Springs&y=25&x=29&dateFilterType=yearRange&index=3


Resources 

4th Grade Indicator  
4-5.4 

 
Our Documents 

 
Northwest Ordinance of 1787 

 
Indian Removal Act of 1830 
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http://www.ourdocuments.gov/index.php?flash=true&
http://www.ourdocuments.gov/index.php?flash=true&
http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?doc=8
http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=25


Resources 

5th Grade Indicator  
5-3.2 

 
Plessy v. Ferguson 
 
Segregation/Racial Politics 
 
Jim Crow Teachers Guide 
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http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?doc=52
http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?doc=52
http://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/maai2/politics/text3/text3read.htm
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/civil-rights/pdf/teacher_guide.pdf


Resources 

6th Grade Indicator  
6-4.4 

 
Adena Native Americans 
 
 
Images of Mississippian Civilization 
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http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/northamerica/before1500/history/adena.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/northamerica/before1500/history/adena.htm
https://www.google.com/search?q=mississippian+civilization&hl=en&sa=X&prmd=imvns&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&ei=vFnbT9r-Hoeu9ATv_ojTCg&ved=0CG4QsAQ&biw=1280&bih=542


Resources 

7th Grade Indicator  
7-4.5 

 
Lend-Lease 1941 
 
President Roosevelt and Churchill Documents 
 
Joint Address to Congress 1941 

70 

http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=71
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/fdr-churchill/
http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?doc=73


 
Resources 

 8th Grade Indicator  
8-7.2  

George A. Elmore 
 
Friendship College (Nine) 
 
South Carolina Civil Rights Cases 
 
Roadtrip SC 
 
Matthew Perry 
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http://emilyevaughn.com/geoelmor.htm
http://www.friendshipcollege.org/jailnobail.html
http://www.friendshipcollege.org/jailnobail.html
http://www.friendshipcollege.org/jailnobail.html
http://www.knowitall.org/roadtrip/pdf/SCCivilRightsCases.pdf
http://www.knowitall.org/roadtrip/teacher/midstate.cfm
http://www.knowitall.org/roadtrip/cr-html/people/midstate/equality.cfm


Resources 

US History and Constitution Indicator-8.3 
• Gulf of Tonkin Resolution 1964  
• President Lyndon B. Johnson 
• President Johnson and the 1968 Civil Rights 

Bill 
• President Johnson and the Vietnam War 
• President Nixon 
• President Nixon and the Vietnam War 

72 

http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=98
http://www.loc.gov/search/?fa=digitized:true|PartOf:Teachers&q=President+Lyndon+Johnson
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2003673965/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2003673965/
http://www.loc.gov/search/?q=President+Lyndon+Johnson+and+the+Vietnam+War
http://www.loc.gov/search/?q=President+Nixon+
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2008677236/


SSIT Discussion and Planning Time 

• Discuss as a SSIT your plans for 
implementation 

 
• Discuss and complete your Reflections Form 
 
• Select a spokesperson to share your team’s 

implementation plans 

73 



Contact Information 
Lewis Huffman  

Education Associate 
Office of Teacher Effectiveness 

803-734-0322 
lhuffman@ed.sc.gov 

 
Leslie W. Skinner, PhD, NBCT 

Education Associate  
Office of  Assessment 

803-734-8532 
lskinner@ed.sc.gov   

 
Chanda Robinson 

Education Associate 
Office of Teacher Effectiveness 

803-734-8537 
crobinso@ed.sc.gov  
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