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TO: Current & Prospective South Carolina Advisory Council Members

FROM: Diane Gaskins & Kimberly Tissot, Co-Chairs, South Carolina Advisory Council

DATE: March 1, 2015
RE: South Carolina Advisory Council Membership

	Thank you for expressing an interest in serving as a member of the South Carolina Advisory Council on the Education of Students with Disabilities (Council). As a member of the Council, you are in a position to make a positive difference in the education of children and adults with disabilities in our state. The Council advises the South Carolina Department of Education (SCDE) on unmet educational needs of students with disabilities, comments publicly on rules or regulations proposed by State government, and collaborates on pertinent issues with the SCDE Office of Special Education Services. Council members represent many areas of the state, and individuals with various disabilities.

	The Council is a state and federally regulated organization pursuant to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 2004 and the SC State Board of Education Regulations at 43-243 and 59-36-10. Therefore, the Council and its membership are established by federal and state law. Nominations and applications are received yearly with subsequent recommendations made to the State Superintendent of Education for appointment. Once appointed, the Council member is required to attend no less than three of the four meetings held yearly. Members are expected to actively participate in decision making and committee activities while being prepared to share and research information or issues.

	The term for new members appointed during the 2015–2016 school year will begin on August 1, 2015 and continue through June 30, 2018. Applications are being accepted beginning March 1, 2015, through June 1, 2015. Members in good standing who have completed one three-year term may also reapply to serve on the Council for a second term. 
	Please complete the attached membership application form and return it to Cheryl Fitts, Ombudsman & South Carolina Advisory Council Liaison, or Brenda Turner at the address below. You may also email or fax the completed application utilizing the following information: cfitts@ed.sc.gov; bturner@ed.sc.gov; Fax: 803-734-5021.
South Carolina Department of Education
Office of Special Education Services
1429 Senate Street, Room 808-B
Columbia, SC 29201

	Again, thank you for your interest in serving South Carolina’s children with disabilities, and their families.
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General Information

	Name:
	                                                                                 Date:

	Address:
	

	City/State/Zip:
	

	Telephone:
	
	                              
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Email:

	Other information:
	

	
Please include a brief statement as to why you would like to join the Council. ( use back of sheet if necessary)


















Regulatory Information

Which of the following would you represent? (Check all that apply)
	О
	Parent of a child with a disability to age 26
	О
	State/local official (including McKinney Vento Act representative)

	О
	Individual with a disability
	О
	Special Education Administrator

	О
	Teacher
	О
	Charter Schools

	О
	Higher Education Representative
	О
	Private Schools

	О
	State Representative (DSS/foster care)
	О
	Transition services organization (vocational, community or business)

	О
	State Representative (Adult Prisons)
	О
	State Representative (DJJ)

	О
	Other State Agency
Please specify:

	О
	Other Organization/Representation
Please specify:



The South Carolina Advisory Council is a state and federally regulated organization pursuant to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 2004 and the SC Regulations at 43-243 and 59-36-10.
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