Figure 8.7

Adapted Version of NAEP’s" Oral Reading Fluency Scale

Level 1: Reads primarily in a word-by-word fashion. Occasional two-word and
three-word phrases may occur, but these are infrequent. Author’s
meaningful syntax is generally not preserved. Passage is read without
expression or intonation. Reading seems labored and difficult.

Level 2: Reads primarily in two-word phrases with occasional three- or four-
word phrases. Some word-by-word reading may be present. Word
groupings may be awkward and unrelated to the larger context of the
sentence or passage. Passage is read with little or inappropriate expression
or intonation.

Level 3: Reads primarily in three- or four-word phrases. Some smaller phrases
may be present. Most of the phrasing is appropriate and preserves the
author’s syntax. Some of the text is read with appropriate expression
and intonation.

Level 4: Reads primarily in longer, meaningful phrases. Although some
regressions, repetitions, and deviations from the text may be present, these
do not appear to detract from the overall structure or meaning of the
passage. The reading preserves the author’s syntax. Most of the text is read
with appropriate expression and intonation. A sense of ease is present in
the reader’s oral presentation.

Students should be asked to read passages at and below their assigned
grade placement.

Ratings of 3 and 4 indicate fluent reading. Ratings of 1 and 2 indicate that the
student has still not achieved a minimal level of fluency for the grade level at
which the passage is written.

*NAEP is an acronym for the National Assessment of Educational Progress, an
ongoing program sponsored by the United States Department of Education, that
periodically evaluates students” educational achievement in a variety of curricular
areas, including reading.
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