
RtI for Classroom Teachers:RtI for Classroom Teachers: 
Increasing the volume of high success 

reading for struggling readers

1. Providing a sufficient supply of 
books that are manageable, 

interesting, and engaging for readers
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Reading only textbooks does not 
dd h laddress the volume issue

• Relying only on textbooks can be disabling.Relying only on textbooks can be disabling. 
“Grade level textbooks are typically too hard 
for struggling readers. But that is not the only 
issue. Even if students could read textbooks 
and anthologies fluently and with 

d di d k funderstanding, we do not know of any 
containing enough text to offer the volume of 
experiences students need to become evenexperiences students need to become even 
mildly expert at reading (Worthy, Moorman, 
& Turner 1999)& Turner, 1999). 
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As classroom teachers, how can we 
increase high success reading volumeincrease high success reading volume, 
especially for our struggling readers?

1. By providing a sufficient supply of books that are 
manageable , interesting, and engaging for readers

2 By matching readers with manageable interesting texts2. By matching readers with manageable, interesting texts
3. By providing time and space for children to read and 

practice reading just‐right texts
4 B f i di fl ti t t4. By focusing on reading fluency on continuous text 

(intonation, phrasing, & appropriate rate) 
5. By helping children to build stamina for reading longer 

d i l d t tand more involved texts 
6. By providing quality, differentiated instruction in whole 

group, small group, and one on one settings

Session 1, Presentation 2 3
RTI for Classroom Teachers                                 

Johns, Nottingham, Solesbee, & Young



How do I get enough books?How do I get enough books? 

O G S C S O1. PROVIDING A SUFFICIENT SUPPLY OF 
BOOKS THAT ARE MANAGEABLE , 
INTERESTING, AND ENGAGING FOR 
READERS
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Getting enough booksg g
• Make books for kids on the computer; do these as a team 

and shareand share

– Photograph books

– Sticker books

– Pictures from the internet or from magazines

– Poetry 

• Student‐created books

• Tear up old anthologies and bind them

KEEP b k• KEEP books

• End‐runs from publishers

• Reading A‐ZReading A‐Z
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Make your read alouds and big books 
l bl k d davailable to kids during IR
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Create a school book roomCreate a school book room 
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Student‐run bookstoreStudent run bookstore
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School BookstoreSchool Bookstore

• Buy cheap books from:Buy cheap books from: 
www.Discountbooksale.com

• Example of what they sell in juvenile fiction:• Example of what they sell in juvenile fiction: 
https://www.discountbooksale.com/c3167/Ac
tion Adventure General htmltion‐‐Adventure‐‐‐General.html

• Also try www.schoolwide.com
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Get books for your classroom cheapGet books for your classroom cheap

• Troll Scholastic wwwDiscountbooksale comTroll, Scholastic, www.Discountbooksale.com

• https://www.discountbooksale.com/c3167/Ac
tion Adventure General htmltion‐‐Adventure‐‐‐General.html

• Library book sales

• Yard sales

• Write to publishers and ask for samplesp p
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National Geographic Explorer 
b ( / f )subscriptions (3.99/year for 7 issues)

Session 1, Presentation 2 14
RTI for Classroom Teachers                                 

Johns, Nottingham, Solesbee, & Young



Use an Elmo or an overhead projector to 
k f h d dimake any text a text for shared reading
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How do I get money to buy enough 
b kbooks? 

• PTO
• Principal’s accounts
• School bookstore
F d i• Fundraisers

• Figure out a budget and purchase books over a period 
of a few yearsy

• Donations 
• Mini grants
L h b i h h if k h• Leave your phone numbers with thrift stores; ask them 
to contact you when books arrive

• www.donorschoose.orgg
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What kind of books do I need?What kind of books do I need?

• High success books are books that children can g
1. read easily,
2. comprehend, and 
3 j3. enjoy

• High interest books
• Series books chapter books• Series books, chapter books
• Books from a variety of genres, with a balance of 
fiction, nonfiction, and  informational , ,

• Periodicals, brochures, menus, etc. 
• Books that reflect the culture of your community
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How many books do I need for my 
l l bclassroom library?

Hoffman Sailor Duffy and Beretvais (2004)Hoffman, Sailor, Duffy, and Beretvais (2004) 
found three levels of quantity: 
– inadequate (1 7 books per child);– inadequate (1‐7 books per child); 

– basic (8‐19 books per child); 

outstanding (20 or more books)– outstanding (20 or more books). 

Hoffman et. al. note, as well, that higher ratings 
i t d ith hi h t d di d t tare associated with higher standardized test 

scores.
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How many books do I need for my 
l l bclassroom library?

“If I were required to establish guidelines forIf I were required to establish guidelines for 
quantity, I would recommend at least 500 
different books in every classroom with thosedifferent books in every classroom with those 
split about evenly between narratives and 
informational books and about equallyinformational books and about equally 
between books that are on or near grade level 
difficulty and books that are below gradedifficulty and books that are below grade 
level.” 
Richard Allington, What Really Matters for Struggling Readers: Designing g , y f gg g g g

Research‐based Programs. 2000, p. 55 
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Books should beBooks should be

• ManageableManageable

• Interesting

d i f d• And engaging for readers
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Manageable, interesting, and 
b blengaging? Probably not…
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Or this…Or this…
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