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RE: Summer Reading Books    
   
Research has shown that providing students with self-selected, engaging books for summer 
reading can go a long way in preventing summer learning loss.  It also allows many families to 
begin filling their homes with engaging reading material.  For the last four summers, the South 
Carolina Department of Education (SCDE) has used leftover and/or supplemental funding to 
provide targeted student groups with summer reading books.  In the past, we referred to this 
initiative as the SCDE Summer Reading Loss Prevention Program; more recently, we have 
referred to it as South Carolina Summer Reads.  
 
In summer 2015—through its South Carolina Summer Reads program—the SCDE is supplying 
self-selected summer reading books to students in all grade levels at identified State Priority 
schools and to third-grade students participating in summer learning opportunities at 21st 
Century schools.  The vendor selected by the SCDE to supply books for State Priority and 21st 
Century schools is the Reading Warehouse.  State Priority and 21st Century schools have been 
provided with ordering information and should contact their SCDE program coordinators and/or 
the Reading Warehouse if they have any questions.   
 
All schools and/or programs are encouraged to engage their students in self-selected, engaging 
summer reading.  If a school provides books, those can be used to supplement reading and 
instruction in summer reading camps.  With the appropriate guidance, families can be engaged 
in reading activities over the summer and jumpstart learning in the fall.  Summer reading camp 
funds, and other state or federal funds, can be used to purchase books.  There are a number of 
vendors who are able to supply book packs of five to 10 books, self-selected in a variety of 
ways, and on a per student cost basis.  We encourage schools and districts to explore the market 
and make good choices based on the quality of books, self-selection options, cost, etc.  Outside 
of its own contracts, the SCDE does not endorse any particular vendor.  Finding material at the 
appropriate reading level can be done on several websites, including https://lexile.com/fab/. 
 
Schools and districts should know that the SCDE is working to make South Carolina Summer 
Reads a more permanent budget item and develop public/private partnerships so that businesses 
and community groups can help put books into the hands of South Carolina children.  If you 
have any questions or concerns related to summer reading or South Carolina Summer Reads, 
please contact Jennifer Morrison at jmorrison@ed.sc.gov, (803) 734-7213.        
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