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23.
Certification for Administering the Physical Performance Test

A.
The South Carolina Department of Education (SDE) has established the following training process for certification to administer the Physical Performance Tests (PPT).

Note:  SDE employees may be exempt from any or all of the following criteria as may be deemed appropriate by the State Director of Transportation.

1.
Prospective candidate must be:

a.  an employee of a South Carolina public school district and recommended by a school district official who has oversight of the district’s school bus transportation program;
b. a newly employed SDE Driver Training Instructor; 

c. an employee or agent of a company who is currently providing contractual school bus transportation services to a South Carolina public school district; or
d. employed as an instructor at an accredited college, university, or technical college located in the State of South Carolina.

2.
The recommendation and request for training.

a.
Before an individual can be admitted into the PPT certification training program, the appropriate official (district superintendent or coordinator of transportation services) must make a written recommendation to the area SDE Instructor of Driver Training and Safety.

b.
The area SDE Instructor of Driver Training and Safety shall review all applications for admission into the PPT training program and approve only those applicants judged to be acceptable for admission. The area SDE Instructor of Driver Training and Safety shall notify the requesting official of applicants seeking admission of their acceptance/rejection into the training program, and to develop a training schedule.

3.
Training regimen: 

a.
The required time for completion is ninety (90) days from date of acceptance into the program.

b.
The applicant shall observe one (1) complete PPT test conducted by an SDE Instructor of Driver Training and Safety. The applicant shall conduct one (1) complete PPT test under the supervision of an SDE Instructor of Driver Training and Safety.

Note:
At any time during the training regimen, the SDE Instructor of Driver Training and Safety may require a candidate to repeat any part of the training, complete additional training, and/or suspend the candidate from the training program.  Any of the above actions could occur as the result of: Unprofessional classroom decorum, inadequate course preparation, inappropriate actions or language in a classroom setting, and failure to follow instructions.  Upon completion of the specified training regimen, the prospective candidate and the District Superintendent/District Director of Transportation will be notified of the candidate’s pass/fail status.  If a candidate fails to become certified, an additional training schedule will be recommended which should, once completed, bring the candidate to a passing status.  If for any reason a candidate does not successfully complete the certification-training program, the candidate will not be allowed to re-enter the certification-training program until twelve (12) months after the date of the failure notice issuance. Failed, suspended, and dropped candidates will also be required to repeat the application process before being admitted into a new program.

Note: The SDE certified BTW Trainers may only administer the PPT when it is a part of a driver’s interim BTW assessment.

SCHOOL BUS DRIVER PHYSICAL PERFORMANCE TESTER

APPLICATION

Date: _________________________________

Request is made that ______________________________ be enrolled in the South Carolina Department of Education’s Physical Performance Tester Training Certification program to become certified as a Physical Performance Tester.

__________________________________

Name and Title of Official

__________________________________

Signature of Official

__________________________________

Signature of Driver Training Instructor
