South Carolina Academic/Career Development Integration Activity

Title Endangered Species (ES-1)
Subject Science Grade Level 3

SC Content Standard — Habitats and Adaptations — Grade 3. Standard 3-2. The
student will demonstrate an understanding of the structures, characteristics, and
adaptations of organisms that allow them to function and survive within their habitats.
(Life Science)

3-2.4. Explain how the changes in the habitats of plants and animals affect their
survival.

National Career Development Guidelines Goal/Indicator
Career Management GOAL CM3. Use accurate, current, and unbiased career
information during career planning and management.

Indicator CM3.K5. Identify occupations you might consider without regard to
your gender, race, culture, or ability.

Career Development Objectives

1. The students will explain some of the ways that changes in habitats affect animal
survival.

2. The student will understand the meaning of the term endangered animal.

3. Students will expand awareness of occupations that are connected to the study and
protection of endangered animals.

Assessment

1. Students will give examples of some ways that changes in habitat have led to certain
animals being endangered (participation in class discussions and observation).

2. Students will identify at least five occupations that are connected to the study and
protection of endangered animals (participation in class discussions and observation).
3. Students will draw or make a collage of an endangered animal in its natural habitat.

Preparation

* Prior Learning—Instruction on habitats and the survival of animals

» Handouts/Worksheets—N/A

» Resources/Materials—textbook, resource books, magazines, access to the Internet
and the library, crayons, construction paper, paste, and scissors, Optional: guest
speaker from a zoo, or aquarium, environmental protection agency, US Fish and
Wildlife Service, or conservation group...Note: See attached resource sheet for Internet
resources

* Adapted from Career Development Tool Kit Grades 6-8, Linda Kobylarz & Associates, 2000. Used with
permission.

Procedures
Part One




* Through this activity, students will explore some of the ways that changes in habitats
affect animal survival, what animals are endangered, and occupations related to the
environmental-conservation field.

» Review with students the connection between habitats and animal survival.

* Ask students to brainstorm some drastic changes to habitats (e.g., burning of
rainforests, pollution of lakes and oceans, lengthy droughts in the plains or grasslands,
and development of cities and towns in rural areas).

* What does the term endangered animal mean to students? Endangered animals are,
in the foreseeable future, in danger of vanishing from Earth forever.

» Have students brainstorm a list of endangered animals. Use the attached Resources
for information.

« Visit www.nature.ca and explore the site for pictures of endangered animals and
information about them.

» Engage students in a discussion of how changes in the habitat (caused by nature or
humans) have endangered specific animals.

» Have students draw a picture of or make a collage of an endangered animal in its
natural habitat.

Part Two—Career Development Connections

» Have students brainstorm the names of occupations that involve working with the
environment, animals, conservation, wildlife protection; or in zoos and aquariums. Visit
www.ecojobs.com to see some actual job openings.

* Ask students if they might be interested in this kind of work.

 Optional: Invite to class a guest speaker who works in this field.

Crosswalks

SC Career Guidance Standard/Competency

Learning to Work Standard 1. Students will understand the relationships among
personal qualities, education and training, and the world of work.

Competency 1.3. Explore career interests and related occupations.

Key Employability Skills
Thinking Skills—Ciritical thinking
Information Management—Acquires, interprets, and communicates information

RESOURCES



http://www.nature.ca/
http://www.ecojobs.com/

Internet Sites

Endangered Animal Channel http://www.endangeredtv.com/ OR
endangeredtv.com/endangered/grevys_zebra//endangeredearthnews.com
(students explore videos of endangered animals from the Bagheera site. Grades 2-6)

www.nature.ca (pictures of endangered animals, click a continent and get a list of
endangered animals, good links to related sites)

www.ecojobs.com (actual job listings for positions in natural resources and
conservation, environmental science, and more)

Endangered Animal Lists (from www.nature.ca)
Visit the site, click on the name of an animal, and get more information.
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