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South Carolina Alternate Assessment (SC-Alt)
2010 Score Report User’s Guide

Introduction to the SC-Alt

Purpose

SC-Alt is a task-based assessment system that was developed to meet the needs of
students with significant cognitive disabilities who cannot participate in the
Palmetto Achievement Challenge Tests (PACT) or the High School Assessment
Program (HSAP) assessments even with accommodations and/or modifications.

The primary purpose of the SC-Alt is to ensure that these students

have the opportunity to participate in a challenging standards-based curriculum
that encourages high academic expectations. An assessment that provides a
measure of student achievement and an opportunity to participate in the state’s
education accountability system facilitates this goal.

The 1997 amendments to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
created the mandate for states to develop alternate assessments for students who
cannot participate in the state assessment, even with appropriate accommodations,
and to develop guidelines for the participation of these students in the alternate
assessment. The 2002 amendments to the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act (ESEA), known as the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB), require the
participation of all students in the state academic assessment system. The 2003
NCLB regulations related to alternate assessment clarify that to serve the
purposes of assessment under Title I, an alternate assessment must be aligned
with the state’s academic content standards, must yield results in language arts
and mathematics, and must be designed and implemented in a manner that
supports use of the results as an indicator of Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP).

The South Carolina academic standards provide the basis for alignment across the
educational system for district and school curricula, classroom instruction, units of
study, and learning experiences. The academic standards are the basis for the SC-

Alt Assessment.



Student Participation

The decision about a student’s participation in the SC-Alt is made by the student’s
Individualized Education Program (IEP) team and documented in the IEP. To
document that the SC-Alt Assessment is appropriate for an individual student, the
IEP team should review all important information about the student over multiple
school years and multiple instructional settings (e.g., school, home, community) and
determine that the student meets all of the following criteria:

e The student demonstrates a significant cognitive disability and adaptive
skills, which result in performance that is substantially below grade-level
achievement expectations even with the use of accommodations and
modifications.

e The student accesses the state-approved curriculum standards at less
complex levels and with extensively modified instruction.

e The student has current adaptive skills requiring extensive direct instruction
and practice in multiple settings to accomplish the application and transfer of
skills necessary for application in school, work, home, and community
environments.

e The student is unable to apply or use academic skills across natural settings
when instructed solely or primarily through classroom instruction.

e The student’s inability to achieve the state grade-level achievement
expectations is not the result of excessive or extended absences or social,
cultural, or economic differences.

Students who demonstrate a significant cognitive disability and meet the
participation guidelines for alternate assessment may be from any of the disability
categories listed in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).

Applicable Ages for Alternate Assessment

The SC-Alt should be administered to students who have been determined by the
IEP team to meet all of the participation criteria for alternate assessment and who
were ages 8-13 or 15 on September 1 of the assessment year.

SC-Alt Development

The SC-Alt is linked to the South Carolina grade-level academic standards through
extensions to these standards. These extensions are provided in two documents,
English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics Extended Standards and Science
and Social Studies Assessment Standards and Measurement Guidelines. These
extensions are the curricular basis for the SC-Alt and guide the development of the



assessment tasks. Special and general educators from around the state had a
significant role in creation of these extensions to the state academic standards and
in the development of assessment tasks.

The SC-Alt was field-tested in spring of 2006 for English/Language Arts and Math.
Science was field-tested in fall 2006. The Social Studies assessment was field tested
in spring 2007 and became operational for the spring 2008 administration.

The SC-Alt is constructed in three-grade bands: Elementary, Middle, and High
School. Students are assigned to a grade-band form based on their age on
September 1 of the assessment year. Students who are the age of typical elementary
students, ages 8-10, are assigned the elementary school form. Students who are
ages 11-13 are assigned the middle school form, and students who are age 15 are
assigned the high school form.

Overview of the SC-AIlt Format

Each SC-Alt content assessment grade-band form includes 12 assessment tasks.

A task is a set of four to eight related activities, called items. The assessment tasks
are designed to model instructional activities that take place within classrooms. The
responses to the items provide evidence of what students know and can do.

Students begin the assessment at one of three starting points based on a teacher
pre-assessment questionnaire (the Student Placement Questionnaire). The starting
point may be adjusted based on student success on the initial task. Students are
required to take a minimum number of tasks. Assessment is continued beyond the
minimum number of tasks until the student is no longer responding successfully.

Key features of the tasks and their administration are as follows:

e Each task begins with an introductory statement that establishes the context
for what the student will be doing. There is a clear progression within each
task from one activity (item) to the next.

e The test administrator (usually the teacher) uses scripted directions to pose
specifically worded questions and prompts to the student.

e The student responds by using the mode of communication that is
used during instruction. These response modes include but are not limited to
an oral response, pointing, eye gaze, sign language, or an augmentative
communication device.

o The test administrator uses various materials and procedures to administer a
task’s items. These materials and approaches are designed to assist students
with their responses. Some of the materials are provided with each task, and
some materials that are readily available at the school are provided by the
test administrator. The materials may include



e posters, charts, tables, schedules, and signs that the test
administrator displays and reads aloud; and

e manipulatives such as checkers, balls, and geometric shapes.

e Unless the task is presented entirely through the use of concrete objects,
resources will also include a set of response cards for each item to facilitate a
student’s response.

e Response cards use picture symbols or pictures as appropriate. The picture
symbols are from the Mayer-Johnson Boardmaker Program, which are
commonly used in instruction across the state.

e FEach task addresses one or more of the assessment standards or
measurement guidelines.

e The SC-Alt assesses selected standards or measurement guidelines.
Individual students are assessed on a sample of standards and guidelines.

Scoring

The student’s responses to each item are scored by the test administrator and
recorded on a machine-scorable answer form. The scoring of most items of the
SC-Alt is clearly defined for the test administrator. A few items of the SC-Alt are
scored by the test administrator based on a scoring rubric. Since each student
responds using communication modes specific to his or her individual disabilities
and instruction, the SC-Alt is always administered by the student’s teacher or
another person who is thoroughly familiar with the student. All test administrators
have received training in the administration and scoring procedures, and the entire
administration of the SC-Alt is observed by an assessment monitor.

The task administration and scoring of most items are scaffolded. If a student is
unable to respond correctly to the opening question or prompt of an item, the test
administrator is directed by the instructions to remove a specific response option
(usually a response card distracter) to reduce the complexity of the item in order to
enable the student to respond to the item again for partial credit. This
administration procedure is designed to maximize the opportunity for the student
to demonstrate what he or she knows and can do.



SC-Alt Score Reporting

Overview

This guide describes the various types of score reports provided for the 2010 SC-Alt
administration. The data in the sample reports are for illustrative purposes only
and are not intended to reflect performance of any student(s) in South Carolina.
Users of score report results should remember that test data constitute a single
source of information that should be used in conjunction with other relevant
information on student performance.

Key features of the SC-Alt score reporting system include

reporting of achievement level scores. Performance levels for the SC-Alt were
established after the first administration of the new assessment in 2007.
Broad-based committees of educators assembled in June 2007 to establish
levels of performance on the SC-Alt defined as “achievement levels.” The
achievement-level score reporting system reflects the recommendations made
by the standard-setting committees. Each student’s performance is reported
by achievement-level scores.

use of a vertical score scale. In addition to achievement-level scores, each
student’s performance is reported using a scale score. The score scale has a
mean of 500 and a standard deviation of 80. The use of the scale scores allows
comparisons of achievement across grades. Scale scores also allow educators
to track each student’s performance over time, determining the amount of
growth that each student displays throughout their school career.

descriptive and informative reports. In addition to including student
demographic information, achievement-level scores, and scale scores, the
Individual Student Report contains supportive information about student
performance, what the SC-Alt measures, and ways families can support
student learning.



Achievement-Level Scores

The student’s demonstration of the skills and knowledge required by the
assessment is reported as an achievement level ranging from 1 to 4:

e Level 4 students demonstrate and apply academic skills and competencies in
the subject area.

e Level 3 students demonstrate increasing academic skills and competencies in
the subject area.

e Level 2 students demonstrate foundational academic skills and competencies
in the subject area.

e Level 1 students may demonstrate emerging academic skills and
competencies in the subject area.

The complete descriptions of these achievement levels are provided in Appendix C.
The descriptor corresponding to the student’s achievement-level score describes the
student’s learning status in regard to achieving or mastering the academic content
standards. The descriptions of achievement levels in Appendix C provide detailed
information about the student’s achievement status that is needed by teachers and
administrators. Versions of the achievement-level descriptors that are written
specifically for the student’s parents and family are provided in the Individual
Student Report.

The SC-Alt uses a scale score system to express the student’s specific performance
score. The scale score is computed from the test item scoring recorded by the test
administrator. The scale score is used as the basis for assigning a student’s
achievement-level score. Table 1 shows the scale score ranges for assignment of
achievement levels. This table also provides the scale score standard errors of
measurement (SEM) for each of the test forms for each content area. The scale score
standard deviations are approximately 80 points for each form and content area.



Table 1

Achievement-Level Scale Score Ranges and Standard
Error of Measurement (SEM) for 2010 by Content Area

and Form
. Elementar Middle School | High School
Achtaglveerrent School Forzn Form gForm
(ages 8-10) (ages 11-13) (age 15)
English Language Arts
Level 4 491-740 501-740 514-740
Level 3 466-490 477-500 487-513
Level 2 403-465 417-476 429-486
Level 1 260402 260-416 260-428
SEM 17.3 24 .4 21.9
Mathematics
Level 4 526-740 534-740 541-740
Level 3 476-525 489-533 498-540
Level 2 413-475 425-488 434-497
Level 1 260412 260-424 260-433
SEM 21.7 22.3 20.5
Science
Level 4 496-740 514-740 535-740
Level 3 469-495 489-513 506-534
Level 2 430-468 447-488 463-505
Level 1 260-429 260-446 260-462
SEM 23.8 26.1 27.9
Social Studies
Level 4 549-740 560-740 NA
Level 3 492-548 503-559 NA
Level 2 423-491 439-502 NA
Level 1 260-422 260438 NA
SEM 23.6 31.8 NA

Achievement levels of 3 and 4 will be considered “Proficient” for the purposes of
AYP computations.

Using and Communicating SC-Alt Scores

The SC-Alt tests students’ achievement in English language arts (ELA),
mathematics, science, and social studies. The SC-Alt does not address other
important skills for this student population such as functional life skills.
Individualized Education Program (IEP) reports and other methods provide
educators and parents with information on how students are progressing in other



areas. SC-Alt scores may be used along with other information in evaluating the
student’s performance on academic content and skills and in planning instruction
aligned with the academic content standards. The Assessment Standards and
Measurement Guidelines may be used to assist the teacher in interpreting the
student’s scores in relation to the standards and in planning standards-based
instruction. SC-Alt scores should not be used in making program placement
decisions about students.

The student’s performance on the SC-Alt is reported by a scale score for each
content area, as well as by achievement level. The scale score may be used to track
a student’s achievement growth in a content area over two or more test
administrations of the same grade-span form or across grade-span forms. An
increase in scale score from one year to the next indicates an increase in the
student’s achievement performance, even if the increase was not substantial
enough to move the student to the next higher achievement level. Scale scores are
reported for each student on the Individual Student Report (ISR), School Report,
and District Roster Summary.

Some students with significant cognitive disabilities may present special challenges
for assessment. If you are reviewing scores for a student who was tested by another
teacher, or test administrator, and you have questions about how the student was
assessed or the accuracy of the scores, consult the test administrator to obtain any
information that may be helpful in interpreting the scores or in conducting the next
assessment.

In interpreting scores for individual students, consider the measurement error that
is associated with any test score. The standard error of measurement (SEM) is
provided for each form and content area in Table 1.



Types of Score Reports

Score reports are generated for each district, school, and student. Listed below are
the types of SC-Alt score reports (and the number of copies) that will be received.

e Reports for the District
e District Roster Summary (2 copies)
e District Demographic Summary (2 copies)
e District Summary by Test Form (2 copies)
e District Student Data File (1 CD)
e School Report (1 copy)
e Reports for the School
e Individual Student Report (2 copies)
e Student Labels (1 copy)
e School Report (1 copy)

Special Reporting Codes and Messages

The score reports may include the following codes.

Not a Valid Attempt (NV)—The NV code will appear on the School Report
and the District Roster Summary for a student when there was not a valid
assessment attempt in a subject area. In order to qualify as a valid
assessment attempt, the test administrator must follow the start/stop rules of
the administration and the student must have received scores on at least five
or more items.

The NV status is assigned when the assessment was started/stopped in a way
that is inconsistent with the administration rules or when at least one item
but fewer than five items were scored. NV status students are counted as Not
Tested (NT) for purposes of accountability. On the Individual Student Report,
an NV status results in a statement that the student was not tested in that
content area.

Not Tested (NT)—The NT code will appear on the School Report and the
District Roster Summary when no items were scored for a student in a
content area (mathematics, ELA, science, or social studies). On the
Individual Student Report, an NT status results in a statement that the
student was not tested in that content area.



Testing Participation Requirements by Content Area

All students administered the elementary or middle school forms were required to
be assessed in English language arts (ELA) and mathematics. All students
administered the high school form were required to be assessed in ELA,
mathematics, and science. The assessment requirements for science and social
studies for students administered the elementary or middle school form depended
on the student’s age. Students who were age 9 or 12 on September 1, 2009 (the ages
typical of students enrolled in grade 4 or 7) were required to be assessed in both
science and social studies. Students who were age 8, 10, 11, or 13 on September 1,
2009 (the ages typical of students enrolled in grade 3, 5, 6, or 8) were randomly
assigned to be assessed in either science or social studies (i.e., 50 percent of these
students were assigned to be assessed in science, and 50 percent were assigned to
be assessed in social studies). This assessment participation plan for science and
social studies will result in a large number of students receiving Not Tested (NT)
designations on either science or social studies.

10



Reports for the District

District Roster Summary

The District Roster Summary (DRS) provides district staff with an overview of the
performance of all students in the district who have an Individual Score Report

(ISR).

Pointer highlighted sections of the report:

Student and school: The student’s name appears in the first column
followed by the name of the school.

Demographic information: The demographic information reported for
each student (student SASI/PowerSchool identification number, date
of birth, gender, and ethnicity) was obtained from the school’s student
database, or in some cases was coded directly by the teacher on the
student’s answer folder.

SC-Alt test form: The form the student was administered (elementary,
middle, or high school) is presented following the student’s
demographic information.

Subject area scores: For each subject area, both scale scores and
achievement-level status are reported.

Performance by achievement level: At the end of the DRS, the number
of students in the district scoring at each achievement level
for each subject is reported.

11



UOHEASIUILIPY PIEA B JON=AN ‘PaIS8L JON=LN

100403 YBIH=SH ":0040S BIPPIN=SIN ‘[004OS Alejuswa|3=ST :Wio 1S3

IN IN I (144 ¥ v¥9 € LIS SN v k| 96/£0/80 98LYTOTTEGHI TOOHDS AYVINAWATA OSNOATV HAHNO4 ‘NOOA
IN IN 14 0rs € 06t I [4a4 SH q d ¥6/LT/90 YPYSTIO6LSY6 TOOHDS AYV.INANATI OSNOATY NOSATIV ‘SINVITIIM
IN IN 4 10$ 4 (1134 € 00S SH q d £€6/90/01 1SPS968YLSYS TOOHDS AIVINAWNATA OSNOATV AT “YTIONL
14 YL IN IN € 69% 14 $69 sq 4 d 66/12/20 968¥T012£0S9 TTOOHDS A TAAIN NOSIAVIN STV ANNAS ‘SNAHJALS
IN IN € 90 14 616 4 08t SN v N 96/97/L0 $SSSTI06L9S6 TOOHDS ATAAIN NOSIAVIN SHINV ATOYYAD ‘HNVHd
IN IN 4 S9% 4 08t € LTS SH d | ¥6/10/60 S8LYTOITE6YS TTOOHDS AYVINAWATA OSNOATY ADNVN Ddd
IN IN I (1372 € 208 4 9t SH v N ¥6/ST/80 96LFTO1TE6SY TOOHDS ATAAIN NOSIAVIN SHINVL LIA9IAH ‘ONOY
14 L89 14 €L € Y6v 4 oLY SN M N 96/ST/T1 8SH68ST1YLYY TOOHDS AYV.INIWNTTI OSNOA TV TAVHOIN ‘NOSNHOS
4 88% IN IN 4 S9¥ AN AN sd H N 86/90/60 TSHSI68YLSHI TOOHDS AYVINAWATA OSNOATY AALTVM ZANANIL
[ 00% IN IN IN IN € 16t S M E| 96/91/£0 EPPSTIN6LSTS TOOHDS AYVINANATI OSNOATV NIV ‘410D
€ 10$ IN IN 4 Iy € 661 SN M d 96/01/10 YSYSTI06LSS6 TTOOHDS ATAAIN NOSIAVIN SHAVL | ARIOMIVIAN ‘NITINV YA
IN IN € SLy 4 oSt I 93 sd M N 86/20/1 €0T168S9TIS TOOHDS AYV.INIWNTTI OSNOA TV VAV YaaT1dd
4 SIL € €Ly 4 19% I 00% e H N 00/91/50 89168STIYL69 TTOOHDS ATAAIN NOSIAVIN SHINVL ATOYVH ‘NVIOd
IN IN I STy I 197 14 865 sd M N 66/¥0/L0 Y0T16859CT1H9 TOOHOS AMVINAWNATA OSNOATY ANOHINY ‘ONINOA
IN IN I LLT € 00S 4 LLY SH M d £6/£0/60 89568STI1¥869 7TOOHDS A1AAIN NOSIAVIN SNV NVSNS ‘ATA0d
€ 00S I 0Lt 14 S6v € 08t sd q d 66/07/60 LSY68STIYLYS TOOHDS AIVINAWATA OSNOATV HTIAS ‘SWVAY
! 9108 el 91008 ! 31058 el 2100S | AHOA X b g 1 judpms [00ydS JuIpMIS
PAYT J[eIs [PA] J[eds [PAd] 9[eds [PAY] d[eds | LSUL L q Jo e
U LG Judux Juowr LTV-0S I a
-IAYOY -AJYOY MYV -AJYOY o) N
A 1 q A
N D
H
L
q | -
SHIANLS AONHIDS SLAV SOLLVIAA OLLVIANRIOANI
TVIOOS TOVAONVT “HLVIA ONHJ VIO ONAA
w HsITONa Y
m PEEI “2quInN 191.4351(J
J49Q NGU ..ub.nkum.ng
O1v-09)

JUSUISSISSY IYCWINY

fupwung 123s0Yy 1914381(J
0103 Sutudg

G

e

BUI[OIE]) [[INOS

12



UOHE.SIUILIPY PIEA B JON=AN ‘PaIS8L JON=LN
10040S YBIH=SH "00U2S SIPPIN=SI ‘|004OS AlBIUSWS|T=S3 U0 1S3

6 14 I I (AN spapnjour) pajsaJ, 10N JoqunN
[ T ¢ T $ [9AT JUSUIRARIYOY SULI0IS JoquInN
[4 € S 9 € [0A9T JUSWIDARIYDY FULIOOS JoquinyN
I T 9 ¥ T [PAQT JUSUIRARIYOY SULI0IS JoquInn
! S I € [ [9A9T JUAWAAJIYIY SULIOOS JoqUINN.
il 21038 ol 310§ il 21038 ol 21035 | ANYOA X b | yag 1 Iudpns [o0ydS JuRIPMS
PAdT | oeds | paet | oreas PAYT | deds PAIT IS | LSAL L 4 Jo aeq
Judw Juow Judw Juow LIV-DS 1 a
-3AdIYIY -AdOY -AAdYIY -AdYOY o) N
I q
ﬂ / N D
H
L
q
SAIANLS AINAIRS SLIV SOLLVIAA NOILLVINHOANI
TVIOOS ADVAOXVT "HLVIA JIHdVIODONAA
SI'JONH
PEGI “aqunp 3o1.351(]
J42Q)D]) 7014781
AIv-D8)

JUOUISSISSY )BILINY

eUI[OIB) YINOY

*0,

Lapwwung 423s0y 1914351

010 Surdg

13



District Demographic Summary

The District Demographic Summary (DDS) provides district staff with a summary
of student performance in each assessed subject by gender, ethnicity, lunch
program, migrant status, and ESL status. Student performance is reported by
percentages of students at each achievement level.

Pointer highlighted sections of the report:
0 Student subgroups
9 Number tested

e Percentage of students at each performance level, by demographic
subgroup

e Percentage of students at and above Performance Level 3, by
demographic subgroup

Although student names are not listed on this report, the test scores of some
students may be discernible from their demographic characteristics. For this
reason, the District Demographic Summary should be treated as a document
containing confidential student information.

14
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District Summary by Test Form

The District Summary by Test Form reports student performance by test form for
each school and the district for each content area. For each of the test forms,
elementary, middle, and high school, the following data are reported.
Pointer highlighted sections of the report:

a School and test form

9 Number tested

9 Percentage of students at each performance level, by form

e Percentage of students at and above Performance Level 3, by form

Although student names are not listed on this report, the test scores of some
students may be discernible due to the very small numbers of students tested at
some schools. For this reason, the District Summary by Test Form should be treated
as a document containing confidential student information.
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District Student Data File

The District Student Data File CDs include all student test information in an easy-
to-read electronic format. The CDs and pertinent information about the structure of

the data on the CDs will be distributed to each district.
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Reports for the School
Individual Student Report

Each school receives two copies of the Individual Student Report (ISR), one copy for
the home and one copy for school staff. A sample ISR is included as Appendix A.

The ISR represents a major improvement in the reporting of student test
performance. The report includes not only are demographic information and test
scores but also descriptions of test content and recommendations on how the family
can support student learning.

The information contained in the ISR enables teachers to describe to the family
what the student knows and can do.

For example, the ISR contains a brief definition of each achievement level for each
content area. Each student’s obtained achievement level is reported, as is a
description of specific knowledge and skills of students who score at that
achievement level.

Additionally, the report includes text that directly addresses activities the family
can do that will support student learning.

This descriptive characteristic of the reports is intended to assist teachers and the
family as they plan academic activities consistent with the South Carolina
Academic Content Standards.

Student Labels

Included with the score reports are Student Labels to affix to student record-
keeping documents, such as the permanent record folder. Each school will receive
one copy of the labels for all assessed students. A sample label is shown below.

ADAMS, KYREE  Student ID; 587412589457 SC-ALT
ALFONSO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL SPRING 2010
BEDS: 12345467 DOB: 09/20/9% Ethnicity: B~ Gender: F

Math ELA Science sS Test Form
Scale Score 480 495 270 500 ES
Achievement Level Level 3 Level 4 Level 1 Level 3
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School Report

Each school receives one copy of the School Report. A second copy of the School
Report is provided to the district office. The School Report contains information
useful for evaluating overall building performance and for setting instructional
priorities.

The School Report contains two major sources of information: the roster of student
performance and the score summary.

The roster lists students alphabetically by teacher. Demographic information and
test form administered are included for each student. Student achievement is
reported for each content area by scale score and achievement level.

The score summary for the school reports the number of students at each
achievement level, by content area. This information, along with the descriptions of
achievement levels (Appendix C), can provide a useful school-wide profile of content-
referenced academic accomplishments and content-referenced areas for further
growth. Such a profile allows school administrative and instructional staff to set
broad academic priorities for the school.
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Appendix A

Individual Student Report
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INDIVIDUAL STUDENT REPORT Date of Birth: 9/20/1999

Prepared Especially for the Family of Student ID: 587412589457
Kyree Adams School District: Calvert
School: Alfonso Elementary School

Spring 2010

The South Carolina Alternate Assessment

(SC-AlY)

Kyree participated in the South Carolina Alternate Assessment
(SC-Alt) during the spring of 2010.

She took the elementary school form of the test, which is based on academic standards from grades 3 to 5.
This report is designed to provide you with information on your child's performance on this assessment.

The SC-Alt is a test designed for students with significant cognitive disabilities who participate in a school
curriculum that includes academic and functional skill instruction. The alternate assessment only tests students’
achievement in English language arts (ELA), mathematics, science, and social studies. Individualized Education
Program (IEP) reports and other methods provide parents with information on how students are progressing in
the other areas.

What is the SC-Alt?

B The SC-Alt assessment includes performance tasks in each subject area. Students may complete the tasks
by using their usual method of communication. This may include pointing or gazing at answer choices,
selecting objects, pictures, or picture symbols that represent an answer choice, or reading letters, words or
sentences to complete the task.

B The tasks are linked to the state academic content standards in four areas: English language arts (ELA),
mathematics, science, and social studies.

B Students are assigned a test form based on their age. Students ages 8-10 are assigned to the elementary
school form; students ages 11-13 are assigned to the middle school form; and students age 15 take the
high school form.

How are scores reported and used?

B Four achievement levels (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3, and Level 4) have been established for the SC-Alt.
Achievement levels describe how students are doing in relation to the state academic standards. Your
child’s performance is also reported as a scale score that allows parents to monitor growth from year to year.

B |evel 2 is the achievement level reported as meeting the “Basic” reporting requirement for state
accountability on the District Report Card. Achievement Levels 3 and 4 are the achievement levels reported
as "proficient” for schools and districts in the federal accountability Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) report.

Where can | get more information about SC-Alt and my child’s performance?

B You can contact your child's teacher or school for more information.

B You can view examples of tasks, information about expectations at each achievement level, and scale score
tables on the South Carolina Department of Education website at
http://www.ed.sc.gov/agency/Accountability/Assessment/SouthCarolinaAlternate Assessment. html.

@ The South Carolina Department of Education
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Spring 2010 - Q
Kyree Adams The SC-Alt T

Mathematics

Kyree scored at Level 3 with a scale score of 480 4
in mathematics.

Students performing at Level 4 demonstrate and
apply academic skills and competencies in

mathematics.
Students performing at Level 3 demonstrate
o Y

Students who score at. Level 3 should be able to: Cﬁhléls . 3 increasing academic skills and competencies in
m add and subtract simple numbers; Level mathematics.
m countand compate ObJeCtS'm a goup; ) Students performing at Level 2 demonstrate
- compadrc ObJeCt_S by cplor, size, or shape; 2  foundational academic skills and competencies in
n \dent!fy three—.dlmensmna\ shapes; T — -
m read information in a graph.

Students performing at Level 1 may demonstrate
1 emerging academic skills and competencies in
mathematics.

How you can support Kyree's learning

m Help your child add and subtract during everyday activities. For example, show her five pennies or other
objects and give her one more. Then, ask her to tell you how many there are altogether.

Play games with your child. Use games that require matching numbers (dots), such as dominoes.
Put three objects in one pile and two objects in another pile. Ask your child which pile has more objects.

m Describe everyday household objects by shapes. For example, a can is a cylinder; a box is a rectangular prism;
and a ball is a sphere.

English Language Arts

Students performing at Level 4 demonstrate and

Kyree scored at Level 4 with a scale score of 495 éﬁﬁés —~ apply academic skills and competencies in
in ELA. Level reading, writing, and research.
Students performing at Level 3 demonstrate
Students who score at Level 4 should be able to: 3  increasing academic skills and competencies in
m identify the main idea and make predictions about what will happen reading, writing, and research.
next in a story; Students performing at Level 2 demonstrate
m write a simple story; 2 foundational academic skills and competencies in
m follow two-step directions; reading, writing, and research.
m take turns appropriately during conversations. Students performing at Level 1 may demonstrate
1 emerging academic skills and competencies in
reading, writing, and research.

How you can support Kyree's learning

m Encourage your child to read passages from a variety of materials (books, magazines, newspapers).

m Read a story with your child and talk to her about specific characters and the order of events in the story.
m  Assist your child with writing about an event or activity using her typical method of communication.
[

Encourage your child to begin conversations with family members or friends by using her typical method of
communication.

28



Science

Kyree scored at Level 1 with a scale score of 270
in science.

Students who score at Level 1 should be able to:

use senses to observe the outcome of a simple scientific
investigation;

sequence growth patterns;

observe and record daily weather conditions;

recognize the sun and moon and relate them to day and night;
recognize that objects move when force is applied.

How you can support Kyree's learning

Help your child plant a seed and watch it grow.
Explain and help your child observe different weather conditions.

Point out the moon in the sky at night.

Spring 2010
Kyree Adams

Students performing at Level 4 demonstrate and

apply academic skills and competencies in
science.

Students performing at Level 3 demonstrate
increasing academic skills and competencies in
science.

Students performing at Level 2 demonstrate
foundational academic skills and competencies in
science.

Your
Child's =
Level

Students performing at Level 1 may demonstrate
emerging academic skills and competencies in

science.

Show your child two balls. Roll one across a table and leave one still. Point out which ball is in motion and which
is not.

Social Studies

Kyree scored at Level 3 with a scale score of 500
in Social Studies.

Students who score at Level 3 should be able to:

understand the concept of past and present;

demonstrate respect for people of authority;

identify major symbols of the United States (the flag, bald eagle);
recognize that when we work we earn money to buy things;

identify features on a map of South Carolina (river, mountain,
ocean);

match historical figures such as Abraham Lincoln, Thomas Jefferson,
etc., to their accomplishments.

How you can support Kyree's learning
Play a "Now or Long Ago" game (e.g., do we ride in a stagecoach now or long ago?).

Find and identify items in the community such as the American flag.

Students performing at Level 4 demonstrate and
apply academic skills and competencies in social
studies.

Your
Child's =
Level

Students performing at Level 3 demonstrate
increasing academic skills and competencies in
social studies.

Students performing at Level 2 demonstrate
foundational academic skills and competencies in
social studies.

Students performing at Level 1 may demonstrate
emerging academic skills and competencies in

sodial studies.

Talk about national holidays (Fourth of July and what it means) and celebrate them with your child.

Look at a map of South Carolina with your child and find what is near the mountains and near the ocean.

Let your child earn an allowance by doing chores or helping out by following rules. (A job can be as simple as
not throwing a tantrum or allowing you to brush her teeth without fussing.)
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Spring 2010
Kyree Adams

The following areas are tested in
Mathematics:

Number and Operations

e whole numbers

e fractions

e addition and subtraction
¢ multiplication and division

Algebra
¢ patterns and their relationships

Geometry
e attributes of objects such as shape, size, color
¢ identification of two- and three-dimensional shapes

Measurement
* money
¢ length, liquid, volume, and mass and weight
® time
® cquivalences
Data Analysis and Probability
¢ data collection and representation
¢ data analysis
¢ probability

The following areas are tested in
Science:

Scientific Inquiry involves studying scientific processes
and skills such as:
¢ observing
e classifying
¢ predicting what will happen in a simple scientific
experiment

Life Science
* basic needs of plants and animals
e their structures and habitats

Earth Science

e weather

* objects in the sky (sun and moon)
e ecarth materials (rocks and soil)

Physical Science

¢ characteristics of objects

e the effect of force on the motion of objects
* light, heat, and electricity

30
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The SC-Alt

The following areas are tested in
English Language Atrts:
Reading
* reading
e comprehending a variety of texts (such as fiction,
nonfiction, poetry, and drama)
Note: Reading materials may include objects, pictures
or photographs, picture symbols, letters, and words.
Writing
¢ developing written communications (notes, stories)
using the student’s typical method of communication

Research

¢ accessing and using information from a variety of
sources

e communicating their own ideas and ideas of others*
*Students’ typical method of communication, verbal
or nonverbal, may be facilitated by using objects,
pictures or photographs, picture symbols, letters and
words, voice output devices, or assistive technology.

The following areas are tested in
Social Studies:

Social Studies Literacy Elements are concepts required
for understanding this subject such as:
e distinguishing between past, present, and future
¢ demonstrating responsible citizenship within the
school community, the local community, and national
communities
¢ creating and using timelines
¢ understanding the relationship between people and
the land

Academic Standards include concepts related to
specific historical time frames:

¢ history

¢ geography

¢ political science/government

® economics



Appendix B

School Report
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This report provides information on your students’ achievement in English language arts (ELA), mathematics,
science, and social studies. Individualized education programs (IEP) and other reports provide educators and

= RPRY [ A P (o R | e, WP | Py o |l
fparernis witn intorimation on now stuaents are Proygressing ir otner areas.

P I PR P - | R

Students at your school may have taken either the elementary, middle, or high school form. Students are
assigned a test form based on each student’s age. Students ages 8-10 were assigned to the elementary
school form; students ages 11-13 were assigned to the middle school form; and students age 15 were
assigned to the high school form.

More about SC-Alt

B SC-Altis an assessment that includes a series of performance tasks in each subject area and allows
students to respond by using their typical method of communication. This may include pointing or
gazing at response options, selecting objects, pictures, or picture symbols that represent an answer
choice, or reading letters, words, or sentences to complete a task.

B The tasks are linked to the academic content standards through the South Carolina Assessment
Standards and Measurement Guidelines (ASMGs) in ELA, mathematics, science, and social studies. The
ASMGs show the link to the state grade level academic standards, but at lower levels of complexity or
with greater focus on introductory or prerequisite skills. Go to

http://www.ed.sc.gov/agency/Accountability/Assessment/SouthCarolinaAlternateAssessment.html to view these
documents and for additional information on SC-Alt.

B Results are reported as achievement levels and scale scores. Level 2 is the achievement level reported
as meeting the “Basic” requirement for state accountability on the District Report Card. Levels 3 and
4 are the achievement levels included in the Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) reporting for federal
accountability. See the 2010 Score Report Users Guide for additional information on achievement levels
and scale scores and guidance on interpreting the school score reports.

@ The South Carolina Department of Education
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Spring 2010
1234568

The SC-Alt

SC-Alt
dent ID Demographic Information Test Form
Teacher Name
Elementary School (ES),
Student ID Date of Birth Gender Ethnicity Middle School (MS),
Student Name High School (HS)
Brown, Maria
Doran, Harold 697412589468 05/16/00 M H ES
Franklin, Marjorie 955790125454 01/10/96 B W MS
Kong, Herbert 659321024796 08/25/94 M A HS
Marshall, Arthur
Boyle, Susan 698412589568 09/03/93 F W HS
Phanh, Gerrold 956790125554 07/26/96 M A MS
Stephens, Jenny 650321024896 02/21/99 F B ES
NT - Not Tested
NV - Not a Valid Test Administration

Note: Students ages 9 and 12 (grades 4 and 7) were tested in
both science and social studies; students ages 8, 10, 11, and
13 (grades 3, 5, 6, and 8) were tested in either science or social
studies (but not both). Students age 15 were tested in physical
science. Social studies is not tested at the high school level.

Number Scoring Achievement Level 1

Number Scoring Achievement Level 2

Number Scoring Achievement Level 3

Number Scoring Achievement Level 4

Number Not Tested (includes NV)
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Spring 2010

3= 245  \

1234568

Mathematics i Science Social Studies
Scale Score Achievement Scale Score Achievement Scale Score Achievement Scale Score Achievement
Range Level Range Level Range Level Range Level
260 -740 1-4 260 - 740 1-4 260 - 740 1-4 260 - 740 1-4
400 1 461 2 473 3 715 4
499 3 421 2 NT NT 501 3
446 2 502 3 433 1 NT NT
477 2 500 3 277 1 NT NT
480 2 519 4 506 3 NT NT
695 4 469 3 NT NT 724 4
Mathematics English Language Arts Science Social Studies
1 0 2 0
3 2 0 0
1 3 2 1
1 1 0 2
0 0 2 3
3
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Spring 2010
1234568

The following areas are tested in
Mathematics:

54

Number and Operations
e whole numbers
e fractions
e addition and subtraction
e multiplication and division

Algebra
e patterns and their relationships

Geometry
e attributes of objects such as shape, size, color
e identification of two- and three-dimensional shapes

Measurement

* money

e length, liquid, volume, and mass and weight
* time

e equivalences

Data Analysis and Probability

e data collection and representation

e data analysis

e probability

A

4

L

J)
The SC-Alt

The following areas are tested in
English Language Arts:

Reading
* reading
e comprehending a variety of texts (such as fiction,
nonfiction, poetry, and drama)
Note: Reading materials may include objects, pictures
or photographs, picture symbols, letters, and words.
Writing
e developing written communications (notes, stories)
using the student’s typical method of communication

Research

e accessing and using information from a variety of
sources

e communicating their own ideas and ideas of others*
*Students’ typical method of communication, verbal
or nonverbal, may be facilitated by using objects,
pictures or photographs, picture symbols, letters and
words, voice output devices, or assistive technology.

The following areas are tested in
Science:

>

Scientific Inquiry involves studying scientific processes
and skills such as:
e observing
e classifying
e predicting what will happen in a simple scientific
experiment

Life Science
e basic needs of plants and animals
e their structures and habitats

Earth Science

* weather

e obijects in the sky (sun and moon)
e earth materials (rocks and soil)

Physical Science

e characteristics of objects

e the effect of force on the motion of objects
e light, heat, and electricity

Ly

The following areas are tested in
Social Studies:

Social Studies Literacy Elements are concepts required
for understanding this subject such as:
e distinguishing between past, present, and future
* demonstrating responsible citizenship within the
school community, the local community, and national
communities
¢ creating and using timelines
e understanding the relationship between people and
the land

Academic Standards include concepts related to
specific historical time frames:

e history

* geography

* political science/government

® economics

4
N
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Appendix C

Descriptions of Achievement Levels

ELA

Mathematics
Science
Social Studies
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