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Administration 
Date 

Standards 
Addressed 

Field Test (Y/N) 

2015 2005 
standards 

 

 
No 

2016 2005 
standards 

 

 
Yes 

2017 2014 
standards 

 

 
Yes 



SCPASS Spring Test Administration 
Schedule 

Grades 4–8 Paper/Pencil 
Administration 

Online 
Administration 

Science May 7 (Thursday) May 7 - May 22 

Social Studies May 8 (Friday) May 8 - May 22 

Make-up 
Testing 

Through May 15   



SCPASS 2015 Blueprint 
Grade Number of 

Standards 
Number of 

Items 
Items per 
Standard 

4 5 45 8-11 

5 5 50 8-11 

6 5 55 9-12 

7 5 55 8-13 

8 6 60 8-12 



Examples 
All examples are sample 

items, not actual test 
items. 
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3rd Grade Data 2009 - present 
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Confusing Terms in 3rd Grade 
Scientific Inquiry:  
 Observation vs. inference 
 inches vs. centimeters 

 
Habitats and Adaptations:  
 ecosystems 
 habitats 
 habitat changes  
 plant and animal 
 life cycle  
 seeds 

 



Confusing Terms in 3rd Grade 
Heat and Changes in Matter:  
 condensation 
  insulators and conductors 
  states of matter 

 
Sound:  
 volume and pitch 

 



4th Grade Data 2009- present 
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4th Grade Concerns 
Scientific Inquiry:  
4-1.4 Distinguish among observations, predictions, and 
inferences. 
4-1.6 Construct and interpret diagrams, tables, and graphs 
made from recorded measurements and observations. 

Speed (in sec) Distance (in cm) 
2  10 

3  20 

4  30 

5  ? 

animal Weight (in kg) 

kitten 3.5 

rabbit 5.4 

squirrel 1.5 

Order from least to greatest How far did the car travel in 5 sec ? 



Confusing Terms in 4th Grade 
Astronomy:  
 seasons  
 tilt  
 rotate  
 revolve  
 shadows 

 
Weather:  
 condensation  
 clouds 

 



Confusing Terms in 4th Grade 
Properties of Light and Electricity:  
 translucent  
 transparent  
 opaque 
 insulator and conductor 

 



5th Grade Data 2009- present 
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5th grade Concerns 

 Reading a graph: 
  Look at scale -not grid 
 Critical Reading:  
 read question carefully 
 Look for bolded words (not, most likely, best, least to 

greatest) 
 Look for the best choice 

 
HINT: Do not chose option that is partially correct 
 



 Use Graphics in 5th Grade 
 balanced/unbalanced forces 
 barrier island  
 cells 
 ecosystem  
 erosion  
 estuary 
 food web  
 friction  
 lubrication 
 mass 
 movement  
 ocean floor 

Students 
missed 
questions that 
contained a 
graphic. 

Examples from 
the Internet 



Confusing Terms in 5th Grade 
Ecosystems: Terrestrial and Aquatic 
 Identify parts of a cell 

 
Properties of Matter 
 Chemical change  

 
Forces and Motion 
 balanced and unbalanced forces  
 friction 
 



6th Grade Data 2009- present 
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6th grade Concerns 

City High Low 

Columbia 95 84 

Charleston 88 77 

Greenville * 85 48 

Florence 86 76 

Scientific Inquiry: 
6-1 The student will demonstrate an understanding of 
technological design and scientific inquiry, including 
the process skills, mathematical thinking, controlled 
investigative design and analysis, and problem solving. 

Which city has the greatest range in temperature?       
(Range is listed in the Support document 6-1.2) 

95-84 =11  

88-77=11 

85-48=37 

86-76=10 

Too many students chose the option with the greatest 
numbers. 



6th Grade Concerns 
 Critical Reading:  
 read question carefully 
 Look for bolded words (not, most likely, best, least to 

greatest) 
 Look for the best choice 

 
 HINT: Do not chose option that is partially correct 

 



Confusing Terms in 6th Grade 
Conservation of Energy:  
 properties of energy  
 energy transfer  
 electromagnets  
 conduction  
 radiation  
 convection 

 



Confusing Terms in 6th Grade 
Earth’s Atmosphere and Weather:  
 Celsius  
 hurricanes  
 thunderstorms  
 layers of the atmosphere  
 convection 

 
Structures, Processes, and Responses in Animals:  
 cold- blooded/warm-blooded  
 migration  
 inherited behavior 
 comparing invertebrates and vertebrates 

 
 



7th Grade Data 2009-present 
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7th grade Concern  
Condensation vs. evaporation 

 
Item gives weather information that involves both 
condensation and evaporation.  Options ask about 
changes between solids, liquids, and gasses.  

 
 31% answered correctly 
 60% confused condensation and evaporation. 



 Confusing Terms in 7th Grade   
Scientific Inquiry:  
 independent and dependent variables 

 
Cells and Heredity:  
 labeling parts of a cell  
 genes  
 dominant  
 recessive  
 genotype  
 phenotype 



Confusing Terms 
Human Body Systems and Disease:  
 relationships of the systems 
 levels of structure 

 
Ecology: The Biotic and Abiotic Environment:  
 abiotic and biotic  
 biomes and ecosystems  
 populations  
 communities 

 



8th Grade Data 2009-present 
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8th Grade Concerns 
Timeline/charts –  
 vertical vs. horizontal representation 
 

    Past                                                        Present 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Geologic Time   

 
 

 
        

Period Events Millions of 
years ago 



8th Grade Concerns 
• Reading a topographic 

map 
• using the compass 

rose 



Confusing Terms in 8th Grade 
Astronomy: Earth and Space Systems 
 Mass vs. Weight 
Earth’s Biological History:  
 Relationship between unit of geologic time (era, 

period, epoch) 
Forces and Motion:  
 average speed v=d/t 
 balanced and unbalanced forces  
 inertia  
 time-distance graph 

 



Areas for Improvement 
Difficult new concepts  
 more in depth study (ex. condensation, insulator vs. conductor, range, 

genes) 
 

Reading graphs/charts  
 determining the pattern  
 ordering numbers 
 look at scale -not grid 
 mathematical thinking –ex. finding range 
 vertical vs. horizontal representation 
 
Critical Reading:  
 read question carefully 
 Look for bolded words (not, most likely, best, least to greatest) 
 Look for the best choice 

 
 HINT: Do not chose option that is partially correct 
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