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Foster Care Questions 

What questions do you 
have regarding 

ensuring educational 
stability for children in 

foster care? 

 



Foster Care Students in the US and 
SC 
• Approximately 413,000 under the age of 18 in Foster Care in 

the United States 
• Over 3,500 in South Carolina 

 



Children in Foster Care 
Educational Outcomes 

• Children in foster care are often 
a vulnerable and highly mobile 
student population  

 

• Children in foster care typically 
make more unscheduled school 
changes than their peers in a 
given school year  

 

• Compared to their peers, 
students in foster care 
experience:  
• LOWER high school graduation 

rates  
• LOWER scores on academic 

assessments  
• HIGHER rates of grade retention, 

chronic absenteeism, suspensions, 
and expulsions  

 
 

 



Importance of School Stability 
• Prevents students from losing 4-6 months of academic 

progress 
• Increased graduation rates 
• Positive counterweight to abuse, neglect and separation 
 



Importance of School Stability 

“Education was one of the few stabilities I had in 
my life.  My hope would be that a family would fill 
that role, but for me, it was education.  That was 
the greatest gift.  Everything else was taken away 
from me, but education wasn’t…It made the 
difference.” 

Former Foster Youth 



 

Transportation 



 

Transportation 

Overview of ESSA 



What have we done? 
• Identified a point of contact at the SCDE  
• Identified a point of contact at the SCDSS 
• Identified points of contact at the local education agencies (LEAs) 

and local child welfare agencies (CWAs) 
• Developed a joint guidance document 
• Held five regional training sessions for local LEA and CWA points of 

contact 
• Asked for input regarding process and forms 
• Presented foster care provisions at McKinney Vento Conference 
• Shared updates with Title I Coordinators at Rules and Regs 
• Shared ESSA and foster care guidance with DSS County Directors and 

Foster Care Supervisors in Region 2 (Lexington, Richland, Fairfield, 
Kershaw, Lancaster, Chester, York) 



Visit the foster care page on the SC Department of Education’s webpage for complete 
access and for more information regarding educational stability for children in foster care. 

http://ed.sc.gov/scdoe/assets/File/policy/federal-education-programs/title-i/Foster%20Care/JointGuidanceSchoolStability.pdf
http://ed.sc.gov/policy/federal-education-programs/title-i/title-i-part-a-foster-care/




Definition of Foster Care 
• The Title I foster care provisions apply to ALL children in 

foster care who are 21 or younger and who are entitled 
to a free public education through grade 12 enrolled in 
schools in the SEA.  
 

• “Foster care” means 24-hour substitute care for children 
placed away from their parents or guardians and for 
whom the child welfare agency has placement and care 
responsibility.   



Definition of Foster Care 
Examples of foster care placement situations: 

• With Relatives (licensed or unlicensed) 

• In an Emergency Placement Center/Shelter 

• In a Group Home or Residential Placement Setting 

• In a Foster Family Home 

• Whether or not they are eligible for Federal Title IV-E 
funding 



Definition of Foster Care 
What is NOT considered foster care? 

• Living at home with parents and receiving in-home 
services 

• Informally placed with relatives without child welfare 
involvement 

• Are not involved in the court system 



Fostering Connections Act of 2008 
Requires children welfare agencies to provide: 
• (i)assurances that each placement of the child in foster care takes 

into account the appropriateness of the current educational 
setting and the proximity to the school in which the child is 
enrolled at the time of placement; and  

 
• (ii)(I)an assurance that the State agency has coordinated with 

the appropriate local educational agencies (as defined under 
section 9101 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965) to ensure that the child remains in the school in which 
the child is enrolled at the time of each placement; or (II) if 
remaining in such school is not in the best interests of the child, 
assurances by the State agency and the local educational 
agencies to provide immediate and appropriate enrollment in a 
new school, with all of the educational records of the child 
provided to the school. 

 



Every Student Succeeds Act of 
2015 
COLLABORATION 
• (E) the steps a State educational agency will take 

to ensure collaboration with the State agency 
responsible for administering the State plans 
under parts B and E of title IV of the Social 
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 621 et seq. and 670 et 
seq.) to ensure the educational stability of 
children in foster care, including assurances 
that—  
 



Every Student Succeeds Act of 
2015 
BEST  INTEREST DETERMINATION 
• (i) any such child enrolls or remains in such child’s school 

of origin, unless a determination is made that it is not in 
such child’s best interest to attend the school of origin, 
which decision shall be based on all factors relating to 
the child’s best interest, including consideration of the 
appropriateness of the current educational setting and 
the proximity to the school in which the child is enrolled 
at the time of placement;  
 

• See Appendix A and B, pages 23-29 in Joint Guidance 

http://ed.sc.gov/scdoe/assets/File/policy/federal-education-programs/title-i/Foster%20Care/JointGuidanceSchoolStability.pdf


Fostering Connections:  Joint Guidance for Ensuring School Stability of Children in Foster Care – page 10 







Best Interest Determination (BID) 
 
How does the case worker 

know that he/she has to 
contact the school to have 

a meeting? 
 

The case worker should 
always contact the school 
or district office when a 
student has moved to a 
new foster care home. 

 



Best Interest Determination 
Scenarios 
At your table, read the 3 scenarios and discuss the 
following: 
• Is a BID needed? 
• Who is responsible for making the initial contact for the 

best interest determination meeting?  
• Who is responsible for inviting others to the meeting? 
• Who will lead the best interest determination meeting? 

Early finishers, discuss the following: 
• Once the meeting is held, what factors should be 

considered in determining whether remaining in a child’s 
school of origin is in his/her best interest, as it relates to 
school stability? 



Scenarios – Was a BID needed? 
Scenario 1 –  
Student moved to a foster home within the school of origin 
attendance zone – No BID needed 

 

Scenario 2 –  
Student moved to a foster home outside of the school of origin 
attendance area – BID needed 

 

Scenario 3 –  
Student moved to a foster home outside of the school of origin 
attendance area – BID needed 

 
• What was the difference between Scenario 2 and 3? 



Best Interest Determination –  
Best Interest Factors 
• Examples 

• Child’s preferences 
• Safety of the child 
• Appropriateness of current educational programs in 

school or origin vs. school of residence 
• Which school can best serve the student’s needs 

(including special education)? 
• COST SHOULD NOT BE A FACTOR 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tracie



Best Interest determination 
Forms 
• Best Interest in School 

of Origin Decisions:  
A Checklist for 
Decision Making – 
Appendix A, page 23 
 

• Best Interest 
Determination 
Placement Form - 
Appendix B, page 25 
 

 

 













Every Student Succeeds Act of 
2015 
IMMEDIATE  ENROLLMENT 
• ii) when a determination is made that it is not in such 

child’s best interest to remain in the school of origin, the 
child is immediately enrolled in a new school, even if the 
child is unable to produce records normally required for 
enrollment; iii) the enrolling school shall immediately 
contact the school last attended by any such child to 
obtain relevant academic and other records; and  

 



Every Student Succeeds Act of 
2015 
IMMEDIATE  ENROLLMENT 
• ii) when a determination is made that it is not in such 

child’s best interest to remain in the school of origin, the 
child is immediately enrolled in a new school, even if the 
child is unable to produce records normally required for 
enrollment; iii) the enrolling school shall immediately 
contact the school last attended by any such child to 
obtain relevant academic and other records; and  
 

• See Appendix  C, page 30 in Joint Guidance 
 

http://ed.sc.gov/scdoe/assets/File/policy/federal-education-programs/title-i/Foster%20Care/ImmediateEnrollmentForm.pdf
http://ed.sc.gov/scdoe/assets/File/policy/federal-education-programs/title-i/Foster%20Care/JointGuidanceSchoolStability.pdf


http://ed.sc.gov/scdoe/assets/File/policy/federal-education-programs/title-i/Foster%20Care/ImmediateEnrollmentForm.pdf


Immediate Enrollment 



Every Student Succeeds Act of 
2015 
POINT OF CONTACT 
• iv) the State educational agency will designate an 

employee to serve as a point of contact for child welfare 
agencies and to oversee implementation of the State 
agency responsibilities required under this subparagraph, 
and such point of contact shall not be the State’s 
Coordinator for Education of Homeless Children and 
Youths under section 722(d)(3) of the McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11432(d)(3));  
 



Every Student Succeeds Act of 
2015 
COLLABORATION  
c) ASSURANCES.—Each local educational agency plan shall 
provide assurances that the local educational agency will— 
• (5) collaborate with the State or local child welfare 

agency to—  
• ‘‘(A) designate a point of contact if the corresponding 

child welfare agency notifies the local educational 
agency, in writing, that the agency has designated an 
employee to serve as a point of contact for the local 
educational agency; (ESSA, P.L. 114-95, Sec. 11112(c)) 

 



Every Student Succeeds Act of 
2015 
TRANSPORTATION  

• ‘‘(B) by not later than 1 year after the date of enactment 
of the Every Student Succeeds Act, develop and 
implement clear written procedures governing how 
transportation to maintain children in foster care in their 
school of origin when in their best interest will be 
provided, arranged, and funded for the duration of the 
time in foster care, which procedures shall— 



‘‘(i) ensure that children in foster care needing transportation to the school 
of origin will promptly receive transportation in a cost-effective manner and 
in accordance with section 475(4)(A) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 
675(4)(A)); and  
‘‘(ii) ensure that, if there are additional costs incurred in providing 
transportation to maintain children in foster care in their schools of origin, 
the local educational agency will provide transportation to 
the school of origin if—  
 

‘‘(I) the local child welfare agency agrees to reimburse the local 
educational agency for the cost of such transportation;   
 

‘‘(II) the local educational agency agrees to pay for the cost of such 
transportation; or  
 

‘‘(III) the local educational agency and the local child welfare agency 
agree to share the cost of such transportation; (ESSA 1112(c)(5)(B))  
 
 
 



Every Student Succeeds Act of 
2015 
TRANSPORTATION REGULATION REQUIREMENTS 
• (ii) To ensure that children in foster care promptly receive 

transportation, as necessary, to and from their schools of origin 
when in their best interest under section 1112(c)(5)(B) of the Act, 
the SEA must ensure that an LEA receiving funds under Title I, part 
A of the Act will collaborate with State and local child welfare 
agencies to develop and implement clear written procedures that 
describe:  
• how the requirements of section 1112(c)(5)(B) of the Act will be met 

in the event of a dispute over which agency or agencies will pay any 
additional costs incurred in providing transportation; and  

• which agency or agencies will initially pay the additional costs so that 
transportation is provided promptly during the pendency of the 
dispute. (ESSA 299.13 (c)(1)(ii) – Regulations amended Nov. 29, 2016) 

 



Transportation Requirements 
Guidance Provisions 

• Transportation must be provided in a “cost-effective” manner, 
so low-cost/no-cost options should be explored.  

• Even if an LEA doesn’t transport other students, it must ensure 
that transportation is provided to children in foster care 
consistent with procedures developed in collaboration with 
CWAs.  

• Transportation is an allowable use of federal funds, both under 
Title IV-E of the Social Security Act and Title I of the ESEA.  

• All funding sources should be maximized to ensure costs are not 
unduly burdensome on one agency.  



Transportation Requirements 
Guidance Provisions 

• LEAs and CWAs should work together to agree on costs.  

• Transportation procedures should include a dispute resolution 
process if parties can’t come to agreement.  

• SEAs and State CWAs should develop uniform statewide 
guidelines and procedures.   

• A child must remain in his or her school of origin while any 
disputes regarding transportation costs are being resolved.  



McKinney-Vento Update 
• The phrase “awaiting foster care placement” will be removed 

from the McKinney –Vento Homeless Assistance Act’s 
definition of homeless children and youth. 

 
• After the effective date, youth “awaiting foster care 

placement” must be served under ESSA 
 

• Some children in foster care may still be eligible for McKinney-
Vento services (e.g., youth who are living in transitional 
shelters or motels) 



 
         

Monitoring and Compliance 

Required 
• Completed LEA written 

transportation procedures 
• Best interest 

determination forms 
(signed and dated) 

• Immediate enrollment 
forms indicating date of 
enrollment (signed and 
dated) 

Other 
• Meeting Invitations 
• Agendas 
• Meeting minute 
• Emails that document 

collaboration 
• Sign in sheets 

Title I, Part A of ESSA require joint decision-making and 
collaboration between CWAs and educational agencies.  
Efforts to collaborate must be documented. 
 



 

Transportation 

CONGRATULATIONS! 



What’s Next for SCDE & SCDSS? 
• SCDSS – train over 500 case workers 
 
• Final approval of joint guidance, best interest determination, 

and immediate enrollment forms 
 
• Post joint guidance, foster care points of contact and other 

resources to the SCDE website for easy access – 
• http://ed.sc.gov/policy/federal-education-programs/title-i/title-i-

part-a-foster-care/ - Done 

http://ed.sc.gov/policy/federal-education-programs/title-i/title-i-part-a-foster-care/
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POP the Questions 



Contact Information 

Tracie Sweet 
SC Department of Education  

Education Associate, Federal & State Accountability 

Phone: 803.734.3454 
Email:  tsweet@ed.sc.gov  

 
SCDE Foster Care website:   

http://ed.sc.gov/policy/federal-education-programs/title-i/title-i-part-a-
foster-care/  
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