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Inquiry 

 

The Right Question Institute 

The Right Question Institute provides resources to engaging students in questioning which 

promotes inquiry.   

 

What we know about inquiry? 

Heinemann shares chapter 4 of Comprehension and Collaboration.   

 

Comprehension and Collaboration Companion Resources 

Scroll to the bottom of the page to find resources for inquiry.  Many of these resources are 

found in the published book but are available for you free.  

 

Intel Project Based Learning  

Intel provides various free online professional development modules.  Scroll down to find the 

module for project based learning. 

 

Concept to Class Website Workshop: Inquiry-based Learning 

This is a web article about inquiry-based learning. It addresses the questions: 

 How does it differ from the traditional approach? 

 What does it have to do with my classroom? 

 What are the benefits of inquiry-based learning? 

 How has inquiry-based learning developed since it first became popular? 

 Another perspective 

 What are some critical perspectives? 

 How can I use inquiry-based learning in conjunction with other educational techniques? 

 

ReadWriteThink 

This website is a database full of lesson plans that include all grade levels and all subjects. 

 

Saskatchewan School Library Association 

This website provides a general overview of inquiry, leadership in inquiry, plan for inquiry, 

engage in inquiry, assess within inquiry, as well as a gallery of examples of inquiry. 

 

http://rightquestion.org/
https://www.heinemann.com/shared/onlineresources/E01230/Harvey_Comp_Ch4websam.pdf
http://www.heinemann.com/products/E06286.aspx
http://www.intel.com/content/www/us/en/education/k12/teach-elements.html
http://www.thirteen.org/edonline/concept2class/inquiry/
http://www.readwritethink.org/
http://ssla.ca/Inquiry
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Inquiry-Based Learning 

This website provides an introduction to Inquiry-Based Learning with examples of how to set up 

a classroom, planning lessons, and integrating content.  Sample lessons are found within the 

website. 

 

Inquiry-Based Lessons 

Learn NC contains 38 different lessons that integrate inquiry. 

 

An Exploration of Inquiry in the English Classroom  

Alison Coldwell provides a definition of inquiry, advantages of inquiry, steps of inquiry, 

examples of a unit of study and a group inquiry project, and inquiry changes. 

 

Inquiry-Based Teaching (Video) 

This video demonstrates how teachers can facilitate rich discussions about fictional texts. 

 

Why Inquiry Learning is Worth the Trouble 

Ian Quillen article provides information on what is inquiry, signs you are on the right track with 

inquiry and accepting drawbacks. 

 

A Teacher’s Role in Inquiry (Video) 

This video provides an explanation of the teachers’ role in an inquiry classroom. 

 

Student Choice in the Language Arts Classroom 

Julie Hendershot provides information regarding how student choice centered around effects 

on learning and interest and motivation can improve student learning in the language arts 

classroom. 

 

Asking Questions:  Lesson Plans 

Various units of study that are focused are questioning. 

 

Inquiry-Based Discussion 

Watch as 7th grade ELA students participate in an inquiry-based discussion on To Kill a 

Mockingbird.  

 

Salt Lake City School District:  Inquiry Unit Plans 

Find samples of inquiry-based lesson plans in various subjects to include ELA.   

http://www.cii.illinois.edu/InquiryPage/inquiry/definition.html
http://www.inquiry-based.com/getting-started.html
http://ed.psu.edu/englishpds/inquiry/projects/Colwell.pdf
https://portal.ed.sc.gov/InternalSite/InternalError.asp?error_code=117https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/inquiry-based-teaching-with-literature
http://ww2.kqed.org/mindshift/2013/01/29/what-does-it-take-to-fully-embrace-inquiry-learning/
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/inquiry-based-teaching-roles
http://ed.psu.edu/englishpds/inquiry/projects/Hendershot.pdf
http://www.wayland.k12.ma.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_1036352/File/Curriculum/Units%20of%20Study/Unit%20of%20Study%20-%20Asking%20Questions.pdf
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/inquiry-based-discussions-for-text
http://www.slcschools.org/departments/curriculum/language-arts/InquiryUnitPlansSaltLakeCitySchoolDistrict.php#.VjuoxLerSJA
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Using Inquiry Projects to Teach Language Arts 

This website provides several examples on how you can use inquiry projects in the language 

arts classroom.  

 

YouTube Website: What is Inquiry-Based Learning? 

This is a 6:31 video that explains Inquiry-Based Learning. It discusses the different levels of 

inquiry that can be used based on the levels of the students. 

 

YouTube Website: Teaching Elementary reading with Inquiry Circles 

Heinemann Website: Comprehension and Collaboration 

The websites listed above support Harvey and Daniels professional book Comprehension and 

Collaboration. The YouTube site features a video about inquiry in the elementary classroom. 

The Heinemann site features multiple videos, articles, and other resources. 

https://k12.thoughtfullearning.com/blogpost/using-inquiry-projects-teach-language-arts
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u84ZsS6niPc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=klVPk7q6Kww
http://www.heinemann.com/comprehensionandcollaboration/

