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* Series “l Can” Statements

| can incorporate the Inquiry-Based Literacy Standards to
inform student learning.

| can model the use of the Fundamentals of Reading as | teach
the Reading-Literary and Reading-Informational Text
Standards.

| can model the use of the Fundamentals of Communication as
| teach the Reading-Literary, Reading-Informational Text, and
Communication Standards.

| can model the use of the Fundamentals of Writing as | teach
the Writing, Reading-Literary, and Reading-Informational Text,
and Writing Standards.






Fundamentals

Fundamentals of Reading, Writing, and Communication
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Fundamentals of Reading
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*  Use metzcognition to monitor meaning and adjust strategies while reading.
* Notice and analyze the styles and techniques suthors use to halp readers construct meaning.

Fundamentals of Writing

+  Employ a recursive writing process that inchades planning, drafting, revising, editing, rewriting,
publishing, and reflecting.

* Interact and collaborate with peers and adults to develop and strengthen writing.

#  Produce writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task,

purpose, discipline. and andience.
#  Use clear and coherent written 1 to lish a purpose such as leamning, enjoyment,
and the exch P, .

+ Monitor progress throughout the writing process and adjust sirategies as needed from
independence to eo]la.bnnh.mwnﬂ:mawtﬂmgmty

* In authors” craft tect observed from wide reading of anchor and menfor texts
across disciplines to inform, explain, convince/argue, and enfertain

Fundamentals of Communicarion
#*  Employ a reciprocal commmmication process that ineludes planning, drafting, revising, editing,

reviewing, presenting, and reflecting.

*  Commmumicate using style, language. and nonverbal cues appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.

*  Use active and i ication skills, building on other’s ideas to explore, learn, enjoy,
argue, and exchange information.

#* Monitor debivery and ion throughout the ication process and adjust approach and
strategies as neaded

- Adjnstsp-eedl,nsmgslandardﬁnghshwhenmdlﬁmdurwh in a variety of contexts and
tasks for presenting ar ipating in the social exch

*  Acquire bulary from le forms of icati nsemwly ired bulary to
appropaiately i inzva:idynf' 1ons and comtexts
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Fundamentals of Communication

In your groups, discuss what you notice about the
fundamentals along with any questions you may
have.

On a piece of chart paper, write down the things you
would observe in a classroom that would show you
that these fundamentals are being implemented.



Communication (C)

Expectations for Teaching and Learning

Learning should be modeled, supported, and reflect gradual release of responsibility at all levels.
Teachers should continue to address earlier standards as they apply to more complex text.
Students are expected to build upon and continue applying concepts learned previously.

Fundamentals of Communication

e Employ a reciprocal communication process that includes planning, drafting, revising, editing, reviewing, presenting, and reflecting.

e Communicate using style, language, and nonverbal cues appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

e Use active and attentive communication skills, building on other’s ideas to explore, learn, enjoy, argue, and exchange information.

¢ Monitor delivery and reception throughout the communication process and adjust approach and strategies as needed.

e Adjust speech, using standard English when indicated or appropriate, in a variety of contexts and tasks for presenting or participating in

the social exchange of ideas.

e Acquire vocabulary from multiple forms of communication; use newly acquired vocabulary to appropriately communicate in a variety of

situations and contexts.

Meaning and Context (MC)

Standard 1: Interact with others to explore ideas and concepts, communicate meaning, and develop logical interpretations through
collaborative conversations; build upon the ideas of others to clearly express one’s own views while respecting diverse perspectives.

GRADE SIX

GRADE SEVEN

GRADE EIGHT

1.1 Consider viewpoints of others by listening,
reflecting, and formulating questions;
support others to reach common
understandings of concepts, ideas, and
text.

1.1 Prepare for and engage in conversations to
explore complex concepts, ideas, and
texts; share ideas and consider alternate
viewpoints.

1.1 Prepare for and engage in conversations to
explore complex ideas, concepts, and
texts; build coherent lines of thinking.

1.2 Participate in discussions; ask and respond
to probing questions to acquire and
confirm information concerning a topic,
text, or issue.

1.2 Participate in discussions; ask probing
questions and share evidence that supports
and maintains the focus of the discussion.

1.2 Participate in discussions; share evidence
that supports the topic, text, or issue;
connect the ideas of several speakers and
respond with relevant ideas, evidence, and
observations.




Charting it Out



















Conversations

| didn’t know what

| knew until | talked
about it.

7t grade student



Shape our identities,
beliefs, and emotions




Leave us pondering
and processing ideas
for hours, days, and

even years




What are Academic
Conversations?




Conversations

Conversations not
only made us

sound smarter, |
think they actually
made us smarter.

4th grade student



Advantages of Conversations
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Advantages of Conversations




Advantages of Conversations
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~——  Good vs. Unproductive

Conversations




Five Core Skills of
Academic Conversations
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Support Ideas with Examples
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Build on and/or Challenge a
Partner's Idea
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Synthesize Conversations Points
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By Jeff Zwiers & Mane Crawford (Stenhouse Pubhshers, 2011)

(A Summary of the Summary )

The main ideas of the book are:

~ Academc conversafions help students bmld deep understandmgs, yet teachers mrely employ them_
~ To belp, the authors introduce five core conversation skills and show teachers ways to hold different
types of productive academic conversations.

Why I chose this book:

I chose this book because speaking and Listening skills are needed all the fime — they cut across all grades and all
subjects. In addition, not only do the Commeon Core State Standards call for speakmg skills, but employers are
ixcreasingly demanding employess with better commumeation skills. The time 15 NOW to focus on these mmportant

commumication skills.

Why not make academic comversations the focus of your PD) for the £al17 1 thunk #his could be the perfect time to bnng
AL of your teachers together for PD around a Common Core skill that is also a very important real-world skill.

Alzo, for those of vou womied about time lost on thes “soft skall ™ the authors make it clear that the poal of the
conversations is to mmprove and bwld corvenr understandings i the core diseiplines. As one seventh prade student sad,
“1 didn"t know what I knew unfil I talked about it ™

Mote that the book primanly focuses on the upper elementary through lugh school grades.

The Scoop (In this summary you will learn...)

\ Five academic conversation skills all teachers should teach — elaborating, supperting ideas, building on ideas,

v Actual activities teachers can use to bring academic conversation skills into their classrooms.
V The seven features of an effeciive academic conversation.
¥ How acadsmic comversations can even be used to build grammar and vocabulary.

v How acadsmic comversations help students develop a desper understanding of core acadsmic subjects tharn simply
reading and writing about them.

pwvw TheMainidea pat © The Main Idea 2012, Al righis reserved.




Academic Conversa

n Placemat

Support

Elaborate ldeas with

and Clarlfy Examples =
! Rezponse starrers: ‘ TS \ .
g ! I think it means. .. _,glmanmleifu}r.hzm? 1 Response starters.
! In other words, Zat1s a real world example” o Ftlm]..e, .
K ! More specifically, itis ... a0 you think of examples from other texts? | In the text it said that...
i ify the about.. 7 i bacause ' - How does the example suppornt the theme? 1 Remember in the other story we
an you clarify the part | - Why is this theme impariant for peeple back 1 ead that
Tell me more about. ... ! Let's see, an analogy might be. . then, today, and funure : r o
How is that important? How does it ! It is important because. . - How can g them apply to your 1ife (past, | Anﬂampleﬁ_ﬂmmyh.ﬁn_s .
SUPPOTT your point that_ . ! present. E Cme case that illastrates this is. ..
I mderstand the part abour. ., but I i - :
want o know._ .. i ey question, :
Can you be more specific? ' ide i '
i
TRy »
‘.-_.___.___.--' : » . . C . . -
starters: 1 Response starters:
Response saarters: can we add to this idea I would add that..
Let me sea if T heard of .. _ | Building on your idea
you right. . What other ideas or ' that..., I think ...
To paraphrass what you examples relate to this i That idea connects to...
just said, you... idea? ! Isesitadifferent way, On
In other words, you are ﬁ_,% HWW‘WE':EEWSH-':EHT ! ﬂ:.euﬂla'hancl._,
saying that .. Do you agres? ' Let’s stay focused on the
What conradicts this? What ! ides of ... Let’s get
What I understood i \ . . H
was FPrampr Siarmers: _ ! Response starters: are gther points of view? ! back to the idea of. ..
It soumds like you think | o) o8 We SUMINANZE | We can say that .. ! That makes me think of ..
D et what we discussed” & Trboils down to..
What have we discussad? E We can agree
How can we bring these ! that. ..
Idashgmeﬁmmimmp&fmm: ideas together? ! Even though some Ideaﬁfmgenqaﬁmmrmsﬁimtﬂﬁcﬂpmpﬁ:
Perzuade'decide, Apply,  Right or Wrong? What is the main point ' might think Take Parspectives, Interpret themes
Bias  CowsesEffeciz Compare We want to | thar.. we Evalugie/crifigue Solve probilem
Dezcribe thru analogy Hypothesize comarmnicate afar 1 conchode that. Synrhesize, Crame/'dasign
What iz our conclusion?




Academic Conversation Placemat

Frompt starters:

- Canyou give an example from the text?

- What is a real world exampla®

- Cam you think of examples from other texts?
- How does the exampls support the theme?

- Why is this theme important for people back
then, today, and fivhme?

- How can this them apply te your life (past,
presenf, fanare)?

Response starters:

For exampls,

In the text it said thar...

Femember in the other story we
read that. ..

An example fom my life is

Cme case that illnstrates this is. .

I understand the part about.. | bt I
want fo know._ ..
Can you be more specific?

- T
‘.‘_._.___,_.--"_ _‘-‘_‘-H_""‘-'-b
FPrompt starfers: ! Response stawners:
Can you elaborate on. .7 ! I think it moeans. ..
What does that mean? ! In other words,
What do you mean by 7 i More specifically, itis ...
Can you clarify the part about.. 7 i becanse. ..
Tell me more about. .. ' Let’s see, an analogy might be. ..
Horw i that important? How does it ' It is important bacause. ..
SUPpOTt your point that._ .. !
I
I

ey question;
idea, theme, topic

7 The importance of

teaching students to
have academic
conversations.

It sounds like you think

Prompt starters: ! Rasponse siariers:
Is that clear? | Let me ses if T heard
an T hesr what you heard? i youright. ..
Does that make sense?  To paraphrase what you
Do wou koo what I mean? 1 just said, you...
What do you think? | In other words, you are
I'm oot sume of all that Tsaid | saving that ..

i What I understood

| was

I

that. ..

Frompt starters:
How can we summarize
what we discuszad?

What have we dismssed?
How can we bring these
ldeas for generating conversation topics/prompts: idess ogether?
Perzuade'decide, Apply,  Right or Wrong? What is the main point
Bias CawsesEffects Compare We Want to
Dwzcribe thru analogy Hypoihesize commmmmicate aftar
dizmussing this?

What iz our conclusion?

IEI\'/EI

e

Response siarters:
We can say that_ ..
It botls down ta...

Prompt starters:

How can we add to this idea
of...

What other ideas or
examplas relats to this
idea?

How can we use this ideaT

D you agres?

What conmadicts this? What
are other points of view?

Regsponze starters:

I wonld add that ..

Building on your ides
that..., I think. ..

That idea connects to...

I see it a differant way, Cm
the other hand, _..

Let’s stay fornsed on the
idea of .. Let's get
back to the idea of _

That makes me think of. ..

We can agree
that. ..

Even though some
miga think
that_.., we
conclode that. .

ldeas for generating conversation topics/promipts:

Take Perspectivas, Interpret themes
Evaluatecritque Sohve problem
Svnthesize, Create/'design






Academic Conversation Placemat

I understand the part about.. | bt I
want fo know._ ..

i<

Frompt starters:

¢
- Canyou give an example from the text?
- What is a real world exampla®
- Cam you think of examples from other texts?
- How does the exampls support the theme?
- Why is this theme important for people back
then, today, and fivhme?
- How can this them apply te your life (past,
presenf, fanare)?

-
-

Response starters:

For exampls,

In the text it said thar...

Femember in the other story we
read that. ..

An example fom my life is

Cme case that illnstrates this is. .

- T
‘.‘_._.___,_.--"_ _‘-‘_‘-H_""‘-'-b
FPrompt starfers: ! Response stawners:
Can you elaborate on. .7 ! I think it moeans. ..
What does that mean? ! In other words,
What do you mean by 7 i More specifically, itis ...
Can you clarify the part about.. 7 i becanse. ..
Tell me more about. .. ' Let’s see, an analogy might be. ..
Horw i that important? How does it ' It is important bacause. ..
SUPpOTt your point that._ .. !
I
I

ey question;

Prompt starters:

How can we add to this idea
of...

What other ideas or
examplas relats to this
idea?

How can we use this ideaT

D you agres?

VWhar conmadices this? What
are other points of view?

Regsponze starters:

I wonld add that ..

Building on your ides
that..., I think. ..

That idea connects to...

I see it a differant way, Cm
the other hand, _..

Let’s stay fornsed on the
idea of .. Let's get
back to the idea of _

That makes me think of. ..

Can you be more specific? idea, theme, topic
7 The importance of
f— — teaching students to
: |[ : : have academic
—l_'_._._._._'_.- .
ER— conversations.
rompr sariers: Synthesize
Can I hear what you hes .
Dioes that make senze? Conversatlon EI\. ,/]Zl
Do yvou know what T mmes POintS
What do you think? @_,‘%._@
I'm not sure of all that T =310 1
i Prampt starrers: ! Response starters:
i Huwcmnt.ﬂmnnmiz.e | We can say that_..
: what we discussed? i It boils down to...
that... What have we discussed? | We can agree
How can we bring these i that. ..
|deas for generat'n_g conversation tupips.’pn:rnplﬁ: ideas together? ! Even though some
Persunde/decide,  Apply,  Right or Wrong” What is the main point i might think
Bias  CaowsesEffects Compara we want to Vo thar.. we
Dazeribe thru analoz) Hypothesize commmmnicate after ! conclnde that
dizmussing this? i
What is our conclusion?

ldeas for generating conversation topics/promipts:

Take Perspectivas,
Evaluatecritque
Svnthesize,

Interpret themes
Sohve problem
Create/'design




5 Core Skills
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By Jeff Zwiers & Mane Crawford (Stenhouse Publishers, 2011)

S.0.5. (A Summary of the Summary )

The main ideas of the book are:
~ Academic ons help stdents build d ings, yet teachers rarely employ them.

T ‘o help, the authors introduce five cmcm‘mmsﬂkmdshwhﬂmmﬁmmdm
< of productive academic conversations.

Why I chosa this book:
T chose this book because spesking and listening skills are needed all the fime — they cut across all grades and all
subjects. In addition, not ouly do the Common Core State Standards call for speaking skills, but employers are

employees with better communication skils. The time iz NOW to focus on these important
communication skills.

Why not make asademic comversations the focus of your PD for the £alI? 1 thisk his could be the perfect time to bring
ALL of your teachers together for PD around a Commen Core skill fhat is also a very important real-world skill.

A]snimllms-nfvunwmudz]:mﬂhmzlnslmlhs “soft shall” the authars make if clear that the zoal of the
g in the core disciplines. As one seventh grade student said,

it
“Tdidn’t kmwwhnl]mgwnmllhhd about it.”
‘Note that the book primarily focuses on the upper elementary through kigh school grades.

V Five acad: ion skills all teachers should teach ing. supporting ideas, building on ideas,
paraphrasing, and synthesizing.
\ detual activities teach bring academi iom skills inta their ol

 The seven fix of an effective academi

v How academic comversations can even be used to build grammar and vocabulary.

v Ho de help students develop a deeper understanding of core academic subjects than simply
reading and writing about them.
‘2o TheMaiglien oat © The Main Idea 2012, All rights reserved.

Chapter 3: Lesson Activities for the 5 Core
Academic Conversation Skills (pg. 3)

Chapter 4: Designing Effective Communication
Tasks (pg. 4-5)

Chapter 5: Training Students for Advanced
Conversations (pg. 5)

Chapter 6: Teaching Academic Grammar and
Vocabulary Through Conversations (pg. 5-7)

Chapter 7: Conversationsin Language Arts (pg.
7)



Chapter 1 Lesson Activities




Chapter 4: Designing Effective
Conversation Tasks

o




Chapter 5: Training Students for
Advanced Conversations




Chapter 6: Teaching Academic
Grammar and Vocabulary Through
Conversations

Sta skt



* Chapter 7: Conversations in
Language Arts




Teaching Channel

TEACHING PRACTICE Conver-Stations: A Discussion Strategy



https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/conver-stations-strategy

Conver-Stations

How does this strategy encourage student-led
conversations?

What are the benefits of using movement during
class discussions?

How could this strategy be adapted to other
activities?
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Conver-Stat




Collaboration vs.
Cooperative Learning

Teaching Channel

TEACHING PRACTICE Collaboration vs. Cooperative Learming



https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/collaboration-vs-cooperative-learning-nea

~——  Collaboration vs.

Cooperative Learning

What are the key differences between collaboration
and cooperative learning?

How does Mr. Olio help students develop their own
ideas while learning from others?

What can you learn from Mr. Olio about creating a
collaborative environment?



g

Pu rr;)seful Grouping for
Collaboration

Teaching Channel



https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/purposeful-grouping-for-collaboration

~—— Purposeful Grouping for
Collaboration

How does Ms. Thomas help all students feel
comfortable sharing their opinions?

What do students learn from working in diverse
groups?

How could you use the “tea party” protocol in your
classroom?



ing for

Collaboration

Purposeful Group
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* Series “l Can” Statements

| can incorporate the Inquiry-Based Literacy Standards to
inform student learning.

| can model the use of the Fundamentals of Reading as | teach
the Reading-Literary and Reading-Informational Text
Standards.

| can model the use of the Fundamentals of Communication as
| teach the Reading-Literary, Reading-Informational Text, and
Communication Standards.

| can model the use of the Fundamentals of Writing as | teach
the Writing, Reading-Literary, and Reading-Informational Text,
and Writing Standards.
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