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Series “I Can” Statements 
 
 I can incorporate the Inquiry-Based Literacy Standards to 

inform student learning.  
 I can model the use of the Fundamentals of Reading as I teach 

the Reading-Literary and Reading-Informational Text 
Standards. 

 I can model the use of the Fundamentals of Communication as 
I teach the Reading-Literary, Reading-Informational Text, and 
Communication Standards. 

 I can model the use of the Fundamentals of Writing as I teach 
the Writing, Reading-Literary, and Reading-Informational Text, 
and Writing Standards. 
 
 



What is Communication? 



Fundamentals 



Fundamentals of Communication 



Fundamentals of Communication 
 In your groups, discuss what you notice about the 

fundamentals along with any questions you may 
have.  

 
 On a piece of chart paper, write down the things you 

would observe in a classroom that would show you 
that these fundamentals are being implemented. 

 



Communication (C) 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Meaning and Context (MC) 
Standard 1:  Interact with others to explore ideas and concepts, communicate meaning, and develop logical interpretations through 
collaborative conversations; build upon the ideas of others to clearly express one’s own views while respecting diverse perspectives. 

GRADE SIX GRADE SEVEN GRADE EIGHT 
1.1 Consider viewpoints of others by listening, 

reflecting, and formulating questions; 
support others to reach common 
understandings of concepts, ideas, and 
text. 

1.1 Prepare for and engage in conversations to 
explore complex concepts, ideas, and 
texts; share ideas and consider alternate 
viewpoints. 

1.1 Prepare for and engage in conversations to 
explore complex ideas, concepts, and 
texts; build coherent lines of thinking. 

1.2 Participate in discussions; ask and respond 
to probing questions to acquire and 
confirm information concerning a topic, 
text, or issue. 

1.2 Participate in discussions; ask probing 
questions and share evidence that supports 
and maintains the focus of the discussion. 

1.2 Participate in discussions; share evidence 
that supports the topic, text, or issue; 
connect the ideas of several speakers and 
respond with relevant ideas, evidence, and 
observations. 

Expectations for Teaching and Learning 
Learning should be modeled, supported, and reflect gradual release of responsibility at all levels. 

Teachers should continue to address earlier standards as they apply to more complex text. 
Students are expected to build upon and continue applying concepts learned previously. 

Fundamentals of Communication 
• Employ a reciprocal communication process that includes planning, drafting, revising, editing, reviewing, presenting, and reflecting. 
• Communicate using style, language, and nonverbal cues appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
• Use active and attentive communication skills, building on other’s ideas to explore, learn, enjoy, argue, and exchange information. 
• Monitor delivery and reception throughout the communication process and adjust approach and strategies as needed. 
• Adjust speech, using standard English when indicated or appropriate, in a variety of contexts and tasks for presenting or participating in 

the social exchange of ideas. 
• Acquire vocabulary from multiple forms of communication; use newly acquired vocabulary to appropriately communicate in a variety of 

situations and contexts. 



Charting it Out 








Blog About it 



Ways to Communicate 



Conversations 



Conversations 

I didn’t know what 
I knew until I talked 
about it. 

7th grade student 



Conversations 

Shape our identities, 
beliefs, and emotions 



Conversations 

Leave us pondering 
and processing ideas 
for hours, days, and 
even years 



What are Academic 
Conversations? 



Conversations 

Conversations not 
only made us 
sound smarter, I 
think they actually 
made us smarter.  

4th grade student 



Advantages of Conversations 



Advantages of Conversations 



Advantages of Conversations 



Good vs. Unproductive 
Conversations 



Five Core Skills of  
Academic Conversations 



Elaborate and Clarify 



Support Ideas with Examples 



Build on and/or Challenge a 
Partner's Idea 



Paraphrase 



Synthesize Conversations Points  





Elaborate 
and Clarify 

Support 
Ideas with 
Examples 

Build on and/or 
Challenge a 
Partner’s Ideas 



The importance of 
teaching students to 
have academic 
conversations.  
 



Summarize 



The importance of 
teaching students to 
have academic 
conversations.  
 

Synthesize 
Conversation 
Points 



5 Core Skills 



Chapter 3:  Lesson Activities  for the 5 Core 
Academic Conversation Skills (pg. 3) 

Chapter 4:  Designing Effective Communication 
Tasks (pg. 4-5) 

Chapter 5:  Training Students for Advanced 
Conversations (pg. 5) 

Chapter 6:  Teaching Academic Grammar and 
Vocabulary Through Conversations (pg. 5-7) 

Chapter 7:  Conversations in Language Arts (pg. 
7) 



Chapter 1 Lesson Activities  



Chapter 4:  Designing Effective 
Conversation Tasks  



Chapter 5:  Training Students for 
Advanced Conversations  



Chapter 6:  Teaching Academic 
Grammar and Vocabulary Through 

Conversations 



 
Chapter 7: Conversations in 

Language Arts 



Conver-Stations 

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/conver-stations-strategy


Conver-Stations 
 How does this strategy encourage student-led 

conversations? 
 What are the benefits of using movement during 

class discussions? 
 How could this strategy be adapted to other 

activities?  



Conver-Stations 



Collaboration vs.  
Cooperative Learning 

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/collaboration-vs-cooperative-learning-nea


Collaboration vs.  
Cooperative Learning 

 What are the key differences between collaboration 
and cooperative learning? 

 How does Mr. Olio help students develop their own 
ideas while learning from others? 

 What can you learn from Mr. Olio about creating a 
collaborative environment?  



Purposeful Grouping for 
Collaboration 

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/purposeful-grouping-for-collaboration


Purposeful Grouping for 
Collaboration 

 How does Ms. Thomas help all students feel 
comfortable sharing their opinions? 

 What do students learn from working in diverse 
groups? 

 How could you use the “tea party” protocol in your 
classroom? 
 



Purposeful Grouping for 
Collaboration 



Series “I Can” Statements 
 
 I can incorporate the Inquiry-Based Literacy Standards to 

inform student learning.  
 I can model the use of the Fundamentals of Reading as I teach 

the Reading-Literary and Reading-Informational Text 
Standards. 

 I can model the use of the Fundamentals of Communication as 
I teach the Reading-Literary, Reading-Informational Text, and 
Communication Standards. 

 I can model the use of the Fundamentals of Writing as I teach 
the Writing, Reading-Literary, and Reading-Informational Text, 
and Writing Standards. 
 
 



Exit Slip 
 
 
 
 

www.tinyurl.com/day3exitslip6-8  
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