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Overview 

 

On June 5, 2014, the South Carolina General Assembly approved a ground-breaking new bill, 

amending the state’s 1976 law to include Title 59, the South Carolina Read to Succeed Act. 

Read to Succeed was enacted to make certain that all students in our state are able to 

comprehend grade-level text. We know that, once students fall behind in literacy skills in the 

early years, they often fail to develop proficiency with reading and comprehension in later 

grades. Students in middle and high school who have difficulty comprehending texts struggle 

academically in their content area courses.  Without effective instructional intervention to 

improve their reading comprehension in the early grades, these children become the students in 

our high schools least likely to graduate. Research shows that students reading below grade 

level at the end of third grade are six times more likely to leave school without a high school 

diploma (Murnane, Sawhill, and Snow, 2012). 

 

Third grade summer reading camps are an important component of the legislation. 

Legislation mandates that students who are significantly below third-grade reading 

proficiency be provided the opportunity to receive quality, intensive instructional services 

and support for at least six weeks, four hours a day, four days a week or the equivalent of 96 

instructional hours.  This mandate was legislatively funded for the 2014-15 school year 

through Proviso 1.79.   

 

During the third nine weeks of school, all third grade students should be assessed using a 

reliable and research-based formative assessment tool.  Those students who are not reading at 

grade level based on the cut score determined by the district to show proficiency will qualify 

to attend the summer reading camp.  

 

Camps must be taught by a teacher who is licensed and has documented success in helping 

students comprehend grade-level texts, as well as experience with working with struggling 

readers.  Parents/guardians must be notified within the third nine weeks of school that their 

child qualifies to attend the camp.  At this time there is no consequence for students who do 

not attend the summer reading camp that have been identified as being significantly below 

grade level.  Parents must make the final decision regarding a student’s participation.   

 

Schools and districts are encouraged to partner with county or school libraries, institutions of 

higher learning, community organizations, faith-based organizations, businesses, pediatrics 

and family practice medical personnel, and other groups to provide volunteers, mentors, tutors, 

space, or other support to assist with the provision of the summer reading camp.  

 

Districts are encouraged to create a summer reading camp that is designed to: 

 teach students strategies to assist them in understanding the meaning of what they 

have read as opposed to reading words; 

 be based on topics which are high interest to students and prepare them for fourth 

grade content or material; 

 make the reading experience pleasurable for students, building upon the interests of 

students in the program; and 

 promote the belief in students that they can be successful readers, developing and 

building their self-efficacy. 
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The SCDE is charged with evaluating the effectiveness of summer reading camps.  The purpose 

of this guidance document is to provide districts with the tools necessary to evaluate the 

effectiveness of their camps, make improvements to their camps, and report evaluation data to 

the SCDE.   

 

Section 59-155-150 (D) states that “Districts that fail to provide reports on summer reading 

camps pursuant to Section 59 15 130(8) are ineligible to receive state funding for summer 

reading camps for the following fiscal year; however, districts must continue to operate summer 

reading camps as defined in this act.”  Information regarding each reporting form is provided 

within this guidance document.  
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Reporting Guidelines 

 

There are three reports that districts will complete regarding summer reading camps.  

 Pre-Camp Reporting Form 

 Post-Camp Reporting Form 

 Student Data Report 

 

The Pre-Camp Reporting Form will need to be completed no later than May 8th, 2015.  The 

form for completing this report can be accessed at: 

https://www.ed.sc.gov/Survey/index.php?sid=95999&lang=en.  

 

The Post- Camp Reporting Form will need to be completed no later than August 14
th

, 2015.  

The Student Data Report will be uploaded as an Excel file to this form.  The form for 

completing this report can be accessed at:    

https://scde.formstack.com/forms/2015_summer_reading_post_camp_form 

 

 

2015 Summer Reading Pre-Camp Reporting Form 

 

The following information needs to be provided: 

1. District 

2. Summer Reading Camp Point of Contact 

a. Name 

b. Position 

c. Phone 

d. Email        

3. Please provide the location(s) of where your district will hold its summer reading camp(s). 

Include school name and address. 

4. What formative assessment did you use to identify students who qualified to attend the camp? 

5. Please provide the cut scores used, along with an explanation, to identify the students who 

would be invited to participate in your summer reading camp? 

6. What assessment will you use as your pre- and post- assessment for your summer reading 

camp? 

7. What cut score, with an explanation, will you use to determine gains made by students during 

your summer reading camp? 

8. By providing your initials in the box below, you are assuring that your district has notified 

parents/guardians if their child has been identified as needing to attend the third grade summer 

reading camp. 

9. By providing your initials in the box below, you are assuring that your district has obtained 

opt out letters from parents/guardians that choose not to have their child participate in the third 

grade summer reading camp offered by your district. 

10. Please provide information on any businesses and/or community partnerships your district has 

established. 

11. What additional support can the SCDE provide to your district for the year 2015 summer 

reading camps? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ed.sc.gov/Survey/index.php?sid=95999&lang=en
https://scde.formstack.com/forms/2015_summer_reading_post_camp_form
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2015 Summer Reading Post-Camp Reporting Form 

 

The following information needs to be provided: 

1. District                   

2. District Summer Reading Camp Contact Information 

a. Name 

b. Position 

c. Phone 

d. Email        

3. Please provide the location(s) of your camp site(s). 

4. How many students were identified and invited to attend your summer reading camp? 

5. How many students were served during your summer reading camp? 

6. What days of the week did you hold your camp? 

___ Monday ___ Tuesday ___ Wednesday ___ Thursday ___ Friday 

7. What were the hours of operation for your camp?  (Example:  8:00-2:00) 

8. How many hours of instruction per day did the students receive? 

9. What was the student: teacher ratio? (Example:  15:1) 

10. Was the media center available during the summer reading camp? 

___Yes  ___No 

11. Did students have access to computers and Internet during your summer reading camp? 

___Yes  ___No 

12. Please upload a copy of the camp’s daily schedule. 

13. What tool(s) did you use to progress monitor students during the camp? 

14. Please provide the name of your camp administrator/lead teacher. 

15. Teacher Information: Please provide the following information for each teacher in your camp: 

teachers' name, years' experience, and licensure area(s). 

16. Please provide the names and roles of additional staff that provided assistance during your 

summer camp. 

17. Please provide the names of any community/business partner(s) along with an explanation of 

their support to your summer reading camp. 

18. Please provide an overview of materials used during your summer reading camp. 

19. Please provide the following budget information. 

a. What were your carry-over funds from your 2014 Summer Reading Camp allocations? 

b. What were your 2015 Summer Reading Camp allocations? 

c. What was your expenditure for teaching staff? 

d. What was your expenditure for bus drivers? 

e. What was your expenditure for additional staff (nurse, administrative assistant, 

administrator or lead teacher, custodial staff, and/or instructional assistants)? 

f. What was your expenditure for instructional/curriculum materials (independent reading 

books, journals, guided reading books, trade books, consumable supplies, etc.)? 

g. What supplemental funds were needed to effectively operate your summer reading 

camp?  (Please include amount and funding source.) 

 

20. Please upload your 2015 Student Data Report. 

21. What worked well during your summer reading camp? 

22. What did not work well during your summer reading camp? 

23. What support would you like the South Carolina Department of Education to provide to 

districts in preparing for the 2016 summer reading camps? 
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2015 Student Data Report 

 

The following Excel template will need to be completed and uploaded with your online Post-Camp 

Reporting Form.  The Student Data Report template can be accessed at:  

http://ed.sc.gov/agency/ie/School-Transformation/Read-to-

Succeed/R2S3SummerReadingCamps.cfm.  

 

 

 

Note:  Based on data from the Pre-Camp Reporting Form, the SCDE may provide guidance for what 

constitutes minimal, average, and exceptional gains for specific assessments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ed.sc.gov/agency/ie/School-Transformation/Read-to-Succeed/R2S3SummerReadingCamps.cfm
http://ed.sc.gov/agency/ie/School-Transformation/Read-to-Succeed/R2S3SummerReadingCamps.cfm
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 Self- Evaluation 

 

In the fall, the SCDE will provide an opportunity for districts to meet, collaborate, and debrief their 

summer reading camp experiences.  A self-evaluation tool has been created called The SC Summer 

Reading Camp Self-Study Guide.  Districts are not required to complete this self-evaluation tool in 

advance.  However, it will be used during the debrief session in the fall to guide conversations.  The 

SC Summer Reading Camp Self-Study Guide can be accessed at:  http://ed.sc.gov/agency/ie/School-

Transformation/Read-to-Succeed/R2S3SummerReadingCamps.cfm.  

 

The SC Summer Reading Camp Self-Study Guide was adapted from the Summer Reading Camp 

Self-Study Guide created by the Florida Center for Reading Research at Florida State University 

(Smith and Foorman, 2015). 

 

The SC Self-Study Guide can assist districts in: 

 gathering information to use in developing their implementation plan for summer 

reading camps; 

 identifying their needs as they prepare their implementation plan; 

 gathering progress-monitoring information for improvement of their summer reading 

camps; and 

 evaluating the implementation and progress of their summer reading camps.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ed.sc.gov/agency/ie/School-Transformation/Read-to-Succeed/R2S3SummerReadingCamps.cfm
http://ed.sc.gov/agency/ie/School-Transformation/Read-to-Succeed/R2S3SummerReadingCamps.cfm
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