
CDL Compliance

South Carolina 
Department of Motor Vehicles



New CDL Requirements

As the South Carolina Department of 
Motor Vehicles transitions to the new 
FMCSA requirements, we would like 
to provide you with the upcoming 
changes that must be implemented 
before July 8, 2015.



New CDL Requirements

1. Effective April 14, 2014, applicants who are 
issued an initial CDL BP for a particular 
classification must hold it for 14 days before 
being eligible to take a skills test.

NOTE:  Applicants must have met the required CDL 
BP retention requirements before scheduling an 
appointment for skills testing with either the 
Department or Third Party Tester (TPT).



New CDL Requirements

2. Future CDL BP changes will include the deletion 
of photos and limitations on endorsements of 
BPs.

3. The CDL knowledge tests and skills tests must be 
updated as an FMCSA requirement.  As of July 1st

we have a transitional CDL manual available that 
covers the current skills and knowledge tests as 
well as the new upcoming skills and knowledge 
tests.



New CDL Requirements

4. Beginning July 21, 2014 and concluded by March 
31, 2015, the Department will begin training 
current Third Party Safety Officers with the 2005 
skills test revisions.

These revisions will encompass changes in pre-trip inspection, 
basic control skills, and road test.  Companies will be required 
to implement the new test revisions within 60 days of 
recertification.

The refresher class will consist of four days of training to 
recertify all safety officers.



New CDL Requirements

5. The Department’s number of available CDL test 
sites will be reduced considerably by July 2015 to 
nine test sites:

We strongly encourage third party companies to 
maintain their own basic control skills pad.

Bennettsville

Columbia (1630 Shop Road)

Greenville (15 Saluda Dam Road)

Greenwood

Ladson

Myrtle Beach AFB

North Augusta

Rock Hill

Sumter



40ft

12ft

18”

T
o

ta
l 

L
e
n
g
th

 2
5

0
ft

75ft

75ft

Total Width 70ft

140ft

15ft

12ft
100ft

• All lines are yellow 

and 4” wide

• Cones are green

100ft

Red spots are permanent



New CDL Requirements

6. Effective June 30, 2015:

– all DMV and Third Party examiners will be required to 
pass a national background check as part of the 2015 
renewal process.  This will be an initial check and not 
required again unless the Department has cause.

– all non-governmental Third Party Tester Companies 
will have to maintain a surety bond

– Safety Officers will not be permitted to train and test 
the same CDL applicant



New CDL Requirements

7. As of December 27, 2013, the Department no 
longer collects fingerprints and biographical 
information for hazmat security threat 
assessments.  This process is being handled by 
TSA’s authorized vendor, Morpho Trust.

8. There have been changes to the restriction 
codes placed on a CDL.  They are as follows:



Restriction

Code Current Descriptions
License Class

Descriptions by July 8, 2014
License Class

A B C D E F G M A B C D E F G M

A Corrective Lens X X X X X X X X Corrective Lens X X X X X X X X

E Automatic Transmission X X X X X X No Manual transmission equipped CMV X X X

F Previous DUI or DUAC X X X X X X X X Previous DUI or DUAC X X X X X X X X

G Hand Control X X X X X X Hand Control X X X X X X

H Steering knob X X X X X X Steering knob X X X X X X

I Intrastate only X X X No Longer Used

J Outside Mirrors X X X X X X X X Outside Mirrors X X X X X X X X

K Vehicle without airbrakes X X X Intrastate only X X X

L Other X X X X X X X X No Air brake equipped CMV X X X

M Except Class A Bus X X Except Class A Bus X X

N Except Class A and B Bus X X Except Class A and B Bus X X

O Day driving only X X X X X X X X No Tractor-trailer CMV X

P Excepted Interstate X X X No passengers in CMV bus X X X

Q Power steering/brakes X X X X X X Power steering/brakes X X X X X X

R Passenger vehicle only X X X X X Passenger vehicle only X X X X X

T Turn signals X X X X X X X Turn signals X X X X X X X

V Medical Variance X X X Medical Variance X X X

X Not Used Prior No cargo in CMV tank vehicle X X X

Z Except Tractor Trailer X No Full air brake equipped CMV X

II IID Required X X X X X X IID Required X X X X X X

(Changes are highlighted in blue)

New CDL Requirements



CDL Scheduler

9. DMV is implementing a web based CDL test 
scheduler that will allow CDL customers the 
ability to schedule CDL skills test appointments 
through the Department’s public website.

The new scheduler will prohibit applicants from making 
duplicate appointments on the same day at different DMV 
locations.

Applicants must hold a valid commercial learners permit for 
the classification in which their appointment is made in order 
to receive their skills test on the scheduled test date.



CDL Scheduler (cont.)

The scheduler is currently available in the following 
offices:

Irmo/Ballentine
Bennettsville
Bishopville
Chester
Camden
Conway
Columbia – Shop Road
Dillon
Florence
Gaffney

Georgetown
Kingstree
Lancaster
Ladson
Lake City
Orangeburg
Rock Hill
Sumter
Spartanburg – Southport



CDL Scheduler (cont.)

The scheduler will be available in the following 
offices by August 6, 2014:

And the following offices by August 13, 2014:

Fountain Inn
Greenville/Berea – Saluda Dam Rd.
Greenwood
Greer (Class B & C only)

McCormick
Pickens
Seneca

Allendale
Beaufort
Charleston – Leeds Avenue
North Augusta

Ridgeland
St. George
Walterboro



Making appointments for an 
individual using the public 

website

CDL Scheduler (cont.)





The applicant may 
select any of the 
days highlighted in 
blue.

After all the time 
slots for a day are 
booked, that day 
will no longer be 
available on the 
calendar.

Notice the calendar 
already recognizes 
weekends and 
state holidays.

Appointment 
times will be set 
up according to 
the number of 
examiners staffed 
by each office.

If all the available 
appointments 
have been booked 
for a time slot, 
that time will not 
show in the drop 
down box.



From here, the 
applicant just fills 
in the blanks 
keeping the 
following in mind:

1. The license 
number must 
be the full 9 
digit number 
preceded by SC

2. The Date of 
Birth must be 
in MMDDYYYY 
format

3. The Phone 
number must 
be a 10 digit 
number

Although the 
calendar icon can 
be used to select 
the Date of Birth, 
it is much faster 
to go ahead and 

key it in manually.



Errors will display in 
red when these 
formats are not 
followed, preventing 
the applicant from 
continuing.





Applicants should print their 
appointment confirmations.

A copy of the confirmation will 
be emailed to the address the 
applicant provided.

This Receipt Number 
is needed if the 
applicant needs to 
cancel his or her 
appointment.

A new window will open 
allowing the applicant to 
print his or her 
confirmation page.

If the applicant has their 
browser’s pop-up blocker 
enabled, this screen will 
NOT show up.



If an applicant forgets to print a 
receipt, another opportunity is 
given here.

After the receipt is printed, or if 
one is not needed, the 
applicant will click ‘Finish’.



Questions



Making appointments for a school 
district using the public website

CDL Scheduler (cont.)





From here, the 
instructor just fills 
in the blanks 
keeping the 
following in mind:

1. The license 
number must 
be the full 9 
digit number 
preceded by SC

2. The Date of 
Birth must be 
in MMDDYYYY 
format

3. The Phone 
number must 
be a 10 digit 
number

Although the 
calendar icon can 
be used to select 
the Date of Birth, 
it is much faster 
to go ahead and 

key it in manually.



It’s important to note 
that the information 
being requested here 
is that of the DRIVING 
INSTRUCTOR, not the 
applicant and not the 
driving school.

The information for 
the driving school will 
go here.



Just like before, 
errors will display in 
red when sections 
are omitted or the 
correct format is not 
followed, preventing 
the instructor from 
moving forward.





Driving instructors should print 
the appointment confirmations 
for their drivers before continuing.

A copy of the confirmation will be 
emailed to THE APPLICANT, not 
the Driving School.

A new window will open 
allowing the driving 
instructor to print the 
confirmation page.

If the user has their 
browser’s pop-up blocker 
enabled, this screen will 
NOT show up.

This Receipt Number 
is needed if the 
appointment needs 
to be canceled.



If an instructor forgets to print a 
receipt, another opportunity is 
given here.

After the receipt is printed, or if 
one is not needed, the 
applicant will click ‘Finish’.



Questions



Cancelling appointments 

using the public website

CDL Scheduler (cont.)





In order to protect the public’s 
interest, the Department 
requires the user to pass 
disclosure by providing the 
applicant’s license number 
and date of birth.



Again, the user must use the 
correct format when entering 
this information or they will get 
an error message preventing 
them from advancing.





From here, the user can

Update the applicant’s 
information.

Re-print the 
confirmation for 
the appointment

Cancel the 
appointment



To cancel an appointment, 
the user will click Cancel …



… then 
confirm by 
clicking OK





Questions



New CDL Requirements

The Department of Motor Vehicles will do 
everything it can to make Third Party Testers 
as well as the Department of Education aware 
of future changes as soon as they develop.

If you have any questions or concerns, please 
contact CDL Compliance at (803) 896-9606.


