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Introduction

South Carolina Social Studies Academic Standards contains the revised academic standards in
social studies for South Carolina students from kindergarten through grade 12. A field review of
the first draft of these standards was conducted from September 2010 through January 2011, and
feedback from that review has been incorporated into this document. Because a working
knowledge of government, geography, economics, and history is essential for informed,
participatory citizenship in a democracy, the theme for these standards is civic education. The
final draft was presented to the State Board of Education on May 12, 2011.

The South Carolina Department of Education (SCDE) developed these standards and the
indicators utilizing the following sources:

South Carolina Social Studies Academic Standards, published by the SCDE in 2005.
South Carolina English Language Arts Standards, published by the SCDE in 2008.
South Carolina Financial Literacy Standards, developed by the SCDE.

The national standards documents for social studies, geography, civics and government,
history, economics, and English language arts:

Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts. 2010. Common Core State
Standards Initiative. http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-
standards.

Expectations of Excellence: Curriculum Standards for Social Studies. 1994. Washington,
DC: National Council for the Social Studies.

Geography for Life: The National Geography Standards. 1994. Washington, DC: National
Geographic Society.

National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies: A Framework for Teaching, Learning,
and Assessment. 2010. Washington, DC: National Council for the Social Studies.

National Standards for Civics and Government. 1994. Calabasas, CA: Center for Civic
Education. Available online at http://www.civiced.org/index.php?page=stds.

National Standards for History. 1996. Los Angeles: National Center for History in the
Schools.

Voluntary National Content Standards in Economics. 1997. New York: National Council on
Economic Education.

The published social studies standards of other states, including California, Colorado,
Minnesota, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, and Wisconsin.


http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards
http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards
http://www.civiced.org/index.php?page=stds

e Published resources on the content and design of grade-level and high school academic
standards:

Anderson, Lorin W., and David R. Krathwohl, eds. A Taxonomy for Learning, Teaching, and
Assessing: A Revision of Bloom’s Taxonomy of Educational Objectives. 2001. New York:
Allyn and Bacon.

Citizens for the 21st Century: Revitalizing the Civic Mission of Schools. 2006. Arlington,
VA: National Association of State Boards of Education.

Finn, Chester E., Jr., Michael J. Petrilli, and Liam Julian. 2006. The State of State Standards
2006. Washington, DC: Thomas B. Fordham Institute.

Framework for 21st Century Learning. 2011. Tucson, AZ: Partnership for 21st Century Skills.
http://www.p21.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=254&Itemid=120.

Kendall, John S., and Robert J. Marzano. 2004. Content Knowledge: A Compendium of
Standards and Benchmarks for K-12 Education. 4th ed. Aurora, CO: McREL.

Marzano, Robert J., and John S. Kendall. 1996. A Comprehensive Guide to Designing
Standards-Based Districts, Schools and Classrooms. Aurora, CO: McREL.

Mead, Walter Russell. The State of State World History Standards. 2006. Washington, DC:
Thomas B. Fordham Institute. Available online at
http://www.heartland.org/custom/semod policybot/pdf/19524.pdf.

Stern, Sheldon M., and Jeremy A. Stern. 2011. The State of State U.S. History Standards
2011. Washington, DC: Thomas B. Fordham Institute. Available online at
http://www.edexcellencemedia.net/publications/2011/20110216_SOSHS/SOSS_History
FINAL.

Understanding University Success: A Project of the Association of American Universities
and the Pew Charitable Trusts. 2003. Eugene, OR: Center for Educational Policy
Research. Available online at http://www.youblisher.com/p/6037-Understanding-
Success/

Wiggins, Grant, and Jay McTighe. 2005. Understanding by Design. 2nd ed. Alexandria, VA:
Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.

e The 2010 recommendations of the Education Oversight Committee (EOC) panels on social
studies standards review/revision.

Academic Standards

In accordance with the South Carolina Educational Accountability Act of 1998, the purpose of
academic standards is to provide the basis for the development of local curricula and statewide
assessment. Consensually developed academic standards describe for each grade and high school
core area the specific areas of student learning that are considered the most important for
proficiency in the discipline at the particular level.
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http://www.youblisher.com/p/6037-Understanding-Success/

The academic standards in this document are not sequenced for instruction and do not prescribe
classroom activities, materials, or instructional strategies, approaches, or practices. South
Carolina Social Studies Academic Standards is not a curriculum.

Statewide Assessment

The social studies standards in grades 3 through 8 will be the basis for development of the social
studies test questions for the Palmetto Assessment of State Standards (PASS). Likewise, the
social studies standards for United States History and the Constitution (USHC) will be used to
develop assessments for the End-of-Course Examination Program (EOCEP).

The EOCEP and PASS will be based on the standards and indicators at each grade level and will
sample from the indicators. While the EOCEP and PASS will measure the content of the
standard, the questions will not exceed the scope and intent of the indicators associated with that
standard.

Definitions of Key Terms

e Academic standards. Statements of the most important, consensually determined
expectations for student learning in a particular discipline. In South Carolina, standards are
provided for each grade from kindergarten through grade 8, high school required courses,
and selected electives.

e Enduring Understanding. Enunciated by Grant Wiggins and Jay McTighe in their 2005
volume Understanding by Design, enduring understandings are “The specific inferences that
have lasting value beyond the classroom”:

Enduring understandings are central to a discipline and are transferrable to new
situations. For example, in learning about the rule of law, students come to understand
that “written laws specify the limits of a government’s power and articulate the rights of
individuals, such as due process.” This inference from facts, based on big ideas such as
“rights” and “due process,” provides a conceptual unifying lens through which to
recognize the significance of the Magna Carta as well as to examine emerging
democracies in the developing world.

Because such understandings are generally abstract in nature and often not obvious,
they require uncoverage through sustained inquiry rather than one-shot coverage. The
student must come to understand or be helped to grasp the idea, as a result of work. If
teachers treat an understanding like a fact, the student is unlikely to get it. (p. 342)

e Indicators. Specific statements of the content (knowledge and skills) and cognitive processes
that the student must demonstrate in order for him or her to meet the particular grade-level or
high school core-area academic standard. Indicators provide essential guidance for ongoing
assessment.

The verbs in the indicators identify specific aspects of a cognitive process as described in the
taxonomy shown in Appendix C. Use of the revised Bloom’s taxonomy will allow teachers
to identify the kind of content (knowledge) addressed in the indicators (as factual,
conceptual, procedural, or metacognitive) and will help teachers align lessons with both the
content and the cognitive processes identified in the indicators. The majority of the indicators
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in social studies address conceptual knowledge and are categorized as understanding, which
fosters transfer and meaningful learning rather than rote learning and memorization.

Social Studies Literacy Skills for the Twenty-First Century. Found in Appendix A, these
social studies literacy skills are the tools, strategies, and perspectives that are necessary for
the student’s understanding the social studies content to be taught at each grade level. These
skills begin at the kindergarten level and progress to graduation with developmentally
appropriate iterations of the same skill being further honed at each grade band. While the
majority of these skills can be utilized in the teaching of each standard, the most appropriate
skills for the standard have been selected from the chart and are repeated in a bulleted list
that appears in a framed box in the lower half of each standard’s page.

Glossary. Important yet less well-known terms appear in boldface type throughout the
standards and the indicators and are defined in the glossary.

Revised Organization and Content of the Social Studies Standards Document

The organization of the South Carolina social studies standards document has been modified
from the 2005 document in the following ways:

A

An “Enduring Understanding” statement has been added for each standard. This statement
identifies and briefly explains the main idea or central concept inherent in the standard that
students should understand and be able to transfer to new learning and situations.

A chart titled “Social Studies Literacy Skills for the Twenty-First Century”—a continuum
enunciating the skills, tools, and strategies required for students to understand the over-
arching perspectives and principles that are essential for literacy in the various disciplines of
social studies—has been added in Appendix A. The continuum is divided into four levels:
kindergarten through grade 3, grades 4 through 5, grades 6 through 8, and high school.

While the majority of these skills can be utilized in the teaching of every standard, the most
appropriate skills for each particular standard have been selected from the chart and are
listed at the bottom of the individual standard page, following the indicator statements.

Standards are provided for nine grade levels (kindergarten through grade 8) and three
required high school courses: United States History and the Constitution, Economics, and
United States Government. Standards, which may be used as guidelines, have also been
included for two elective courses, World History from 1300: The Making of the Modern
World and World Geography.

Social Studies Curriculum Support Document

The SCDE will develop a revised curriculum support document after these social studies
standards have been adopted by the State Board of Education. Local districts, schools, and
teachers can use that document to construct a standards-based curriculum, adding or expanding
topics they feel are important and organizing the content to fit their students’ needs and
materials.



Social Studies Standards
Page Format

GRADE 1 /This is the descriptive theme for all of the

academic standards for grade 1.
Foundations of Social Studies: Families

_ _ N WTNS is the first academic standard for grade 1—
Standard 1-1:  The student wall deraonstrate an understanding of how faralie . . . .
their errvironuent both Iocally and globally. the central expectation for student learning in this
particular context.

Enduring Understanding
People interact not only with each ather and but also with the ervironrent. Ta demonstrats an This is the “enduring understanding” that frames
understanding of the cormections between people and the exvironment, the stuﬂsW the goal of the first academic standard for grade 1

the krnowledge and skills set forth in the following indicators: .
the overriding concept for the student to

Indicators comprehend, remember, and transfer to new
1-1.1 Identify a familiar avea of the neighborhood or local community on a sirple map, using situations in life.
the legend and basic map syrbols.

1 G T — _ o the These are the four indicators for the first academic
2 Do schools and reghborhoods that are located i cifferent settngs aone ] standard for grade 1—statements delineating the
knowledge and skills that the student must acquire

1-1.3  Identify various natural resomrces (e.g, water, animals, plants, minerals) around the and demonstrate.

world.

1-1.4  Corpare the ways that people use land and natural resources in different settings around
the world.

These are the three social studies skills for the

< | twenty-first century that are most appropriate for

Social Studies Literacy Skills for the Twenty-First Century N ) A
the first academic standard at this grade level—the

* Recognize maps, mental maps, and geographic models as representations of spatial

relationships. tools, strategies, and perspectives that are necessary
» Find and describe the locations and conditions of places. for the student’s understanding the social studies
s Interpret information from a variety of social studies resources. content to be taught at this grade level.

* Social studies resources include the following: texts, calendars, timelines, maps, mental maps, charts, tahles,
graphs, flow charts, diagrams, photographs, illustrations, paintings, cartoons, architectural drawings,
documents, letters, censuses, artifacts, models, geographic models, aerial photographs, satellite-produced
images, and geographic information systems




Grade-Level Standards
for Social Studies

Grades K-3



KINDERGARTEN

Foundations of Social Studies:
Children as Citizens

Social studies in kindergarten focuses on those aspects of living that affect the children and their
families. The classroom serves as a model of society in which decisions are made with a sense of
individual responsibility and with respect for the rules by which we all must live. The students
learn about the nature of their physical environment—home, school, neighborhood, and town,
including how the people in their community provide goods and services. They also learn about
the role of families now and in the past; the need for rules and authority; and the values of
American democracy as reflected in the traditions and history of the nation.

Instruction should utilize the social studies literacy skills for the twenty-first century that are
enunciated in chart format in Appendix A. These statements represent a continuum of tools,
strategies, and perspectives that are necessary for the student’s understanding of social studies
material that is taught at each grade level. Beginning at kindergarten and progressing to
graduation, each statement is a developmentally appropriate iteration of the same skill as it is
being further honed at each grade band (K-3, 4-5, 6-8, and high school). While most of these
skills can be utilized in the teaching of every standard, the most appropriate skills for each
standard are repeated in a bulleted list at the bottom of the page for that particular standard.



KINDERGARTEN

Foundations of Social Studies: Children as Citizens
Standard K-1: The student will demonstrate an understanding of his or her surroundings.

Enduring Understanding

Maps and other geographic representations can communicate information about the location and
features of one’s surroundings. To access and utilize geographic information efficiently,
effectively, and accurately, the student will utilize the knowledge and skills set forth in the
following indicators:

Indicators

K-1.1  Identify the location of his or her home, school, neighborhood, and city or town on a
map.

K-1.2  lllustrate the features of his or her home, school, and neighborhood by creating maps,

models, and drawings.

K-1.3 Identify his or her personal connections to places, including home, school,
neighborhood, and city or town.

K-1.4  Recognize natural features of his or her environment (e.g., mountains and bodies of
water).

Social Studies Literacy Skills for the Twenty-First Century

 Interpret information from a variety of social studies resources.*

e Recognize maps, mental maps, and geographic models as representations of spatial
relationships.

e Find and describe the locations and conditions of places.

* Social studies resources include the following: texts, calendars, timelines, maps, mental maps, charts,
tables, graphs, flow charts, diagrams, photographs, illustrations, paintings, cartoons, architectural drawings,
documents, letters, censuses, artifacts, models, geographic models, aerial photographs, satellite-produced
images, and geographic information systems.




KINDERGARTEN

Foundations of Social Studies: Children as Citizens

Standard K-2:  The student will demonstrate an understanding of the purpose of rules and the
role of authority figures in a child’s life.

Enduring Understanding

Rules and authority figures provide order, security, and safety in the home, school, and larger
community. To participate effectively in civic life by acting responsibly with the interest of the
larger community in mind, the student will utilize the knowledge and skills set forth in the
following indicators:

Indicators
K-2.1  Explain the purpose of rules and laws and the consequences of breaking them.

K-2.2 Summarize the roles of authority figures in a child’s life, including those of parents and
teachers.

K-2.3 Identify authority figures in the school and the community who enforce rules and laws
that keep people safe, including crossing guards, bus drivers, firefighters, and police
officers.

K-2.4 Explain how following rules and obeying authority figures reflect qualities of good
citizenship, including honesty, responsibility, respect, fairness, and patriotism.

Social Studies Literacy Skills for the Twenty-First Century

¢ Interpret information from a variety of social studies resources.*
e Identify his or her place in the family, school, and community.
o Practice responsible citizenship within his or her school, community, and state.

* Social studies resources include the following: texts, calendars, timelines, maps, mental maps, charts, tables,
graphs, flow charts, diagrams, photographs, illustrations, paintings, cartoons, architectural drawings,
documents, letters, censuses, artifacts, models, geographic models, aerial photographs, satellite-produced
images, and geographic information systems.




KINDERGARTEN

Foundations of Social Studies: Children as Citizens

Standard K-3:  The student will demonstrate an understanding of the values that American
democracy represents and upholds.

Enduring Understanding

The core values of American democracy are reflected in the traditions and history of our
country. To make connections among those traditions, history, and values, the student will utilize
the knowledge and skills set forth in the following indicators:

Indicators

K-3.1 Recognize the significance of symbols of the United States that represent its democratic
values, including the American flag, the bald eagle, the Statue of Liberty, the Pledge of
Allegiance, and “The Star-Spangled Banner.”

K-3.2 Identify the reasons for our celebrating national holidays, including Veterans Day,
Thanksgiving, Martin Luther King Jr. Day, President’s Day, Memorial Day, and
Independence Day.

K-3.3 Describe the actions of important figures that reflect the values of American
democracy, including George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Susan B. Anthony, Rosa
Parks, and Martin Luther King Jr.

Social Studies Literacy Skills for the Twenty-First Century

e Distinguish between past, present, and future time.
e Measure and calculate calendar time.
¢ Interpret information from a variety of social studies resources.*

* Social studies resources include the following: texts, calendars, timelines, maps, mental maps, charts, tables,
graphs, flow charts, diagrams, photographs, illustrations, paintings, cartoons, architectural drawings,
documents, letters, censuses, artifacts, models, geographic models, aerial photographs, satellite-produced
images, and geographic information systems.
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KINDERGARTEN

Foundations of Social Studies: Children as Citizens

Standard K-4:  The student will demonstrate an understanding of the way families live and
work together today as well as in the past.

Enduring Understanding
We can better understand ourselves and others by examining American families in the present

and in the past. To make connections between the past and the present, the student will utilize the
knowledge and skills set forth in the following indicators:

Indicators

K-4.1 Compare the daily lives of children and their families in the past and in the present.

K-4.2 Explain how changes in modes of transportation and communication have affected the
way families live and work together.

K-4.3 Recognize the ways that community businesses have provided goods and services for
families in the past and do so in the present.

K-4.4 Recognize that families of the past have made choices to fulfill their wants and needs and
that families do so in the present.

Social Studies Literacy Skills for the Twenty-First Century

e Distinguish between past, present, and future time.

o Interpret information from a variety of social studies resources.*

¢ Distinguish between wants and needs and between consumers and producers.

* Social studies resources include the following: texts, calendars, timelines, maps, mental maps, charts, tables,
graphs, flow charts, diagrams, photographs, illustrations, paintings, cartoons, architectural drawings,

documents, letters, censuses, artifacts, models, geographic models, aerial photographs, satellite-produced
images, and geographic information systems.
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GRADE 1

Foundations of Social Studies:
Families

The focus for social studies in the first grade is the family in America and in other countries
around the world. Students explore their own culture and then expand their study to other lands
and peoples to learn about the ways that those families live and work. They also learn about the
connections between families and the environment and explore the concept of government,
including the role of government in making and enforcing laws.

Instruction should utilize the social studies literacy skills for the twenty-first century that are
enunciated in chart format in Appendix A. These statements represent a continuum of tools,
strategies, and perspectives that are necessary for the student’s understanding of social studies
material that is taught at each grade level. Beginning at kindergarten and progressing to
graduation, each statement is a developmentally appropriate iteration of the same skill as it is
being further honed at each grade band (K-3, 4-5, 6-8, and high school). While most of these
skills can be utilized in the teaching of every standard, the most appropriate skills for each
standard are repeated in a bulleted list at the bottom of the page for that particular standard.
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GRADE 1

Foundations of Social Studies: Families

Standard 1-1: The student will demonstrate an understanding of how families interact with

their environment both locally and globally.

Enduring Understanding

People interact not only with each other and but also with the environment. To demonstrate an
understanding of the connections between people and the environment, the student will utilize
the knowledge and skills set forth in the following indicators:

Indicators

1-11

1-1.2

1-1.3

1-1.4

Identify a familiar area of the neighborhood or local community on a simple map, using
the legend and basic map symbols.

Compare schools and neighborhoods that are located in different settings around the
world.

Identify various natural resources (e.g., water, animals, plants, minerals) around the
world.

Compare the ways that people use land and natural resources in different settings around
the world.

Social Studies Literacy Skills for the Twenty-First Century

Recognize maps, mental maps, and geographic models as representations of spatial
relationships.

Find and describe the locations and conditions of places.
Interpret information from a variety of social studies resources.*

* Social studies resources include the following: texts, calendars, timelines, maps, mental maps, charts, tables,
graphs, flow charts, diagrams, photographs, illustrations, paintings, cartoons, architectural drawings,
documents, letters, censuses, artifacts, models, geographic models, aerial photographs, satellite-produced
images, and geographic information systems.
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GRADE 1

Foundations of Social Studies: Families

Standard 1-2:  The student will demonstrate an understanding of how government functions
and how government affects families.

Enduring Understanding

Government influences the lives of individuals and families as well as the community at large.
To participate effectively in civic life through an understanding of governmental processes, the
student will utilize the knowledge and skills set forth in the following indicators:

Indicators

1-2.1 Explain the making and enforcing of laws as a basic function of government.

1-2.2 Summarize the concept of authority and give examples of people in authority, including
school officials, public safety officers, and government officials.

1-2.3 lllustrate ways that government affects the lives of individuals and families, including
taxation that provides services such as public education and health, roads, and security.

1-2.4 Summarize the possible consequences of an absence of government.

Social Studies Literacy Skills for the Twenty-First Century

o Interpret information from a variety of social studies resources.*
e Identify his or her place in the family, school, and community.
e Practice responsible citizenship within his or her school, community, and state.

 Identify political, social, and economic institutions that affect the student, the school,
and the community.

* Social studies resources include the following: texts, calendars, timelines, maps, mental maps, charts, tables,
graphs, flow charts, diagrams, photographs, illustrations, paintings, cartoons, architectural drawings,
documents, letters, censuses, artifacts, models, geographic models, aerial photographs, satellite-produced
images, and geographic information systems.
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GRADE 1

Foundations of Social Studies: Families

Standard 1-3:  The student will demonstrate an understanding of the principles of American
democracy and the role of citizens in upholding those principles.

Enduring Understanding

The principles of American democracy are reflected in the rights, responsibilities, and actions of
citizens both in the past and in the present. To participate effectively in civic life by acting
responsibly with the interest of the larger community in mind, the student will utilize the
knowledge and skills set forth in the following indicators:

Indicators

1-3.1 Describe the fundamental principles of American democracy, including respect for the
rights, opinions, and property of others; fair treatment for all; and respect for the rules by
which we live.

1-3.2 Identify ways that all citizens can serve the common good, including serving as public
officials and participating in the election process.

1-3.3 Summarize the contributions to democracy that have been made by historic and political
figures in the United States, including Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Dorothea
Dix, Frederick Douglass, Mary McLeod Bethune, and Franklin D. Roosevelt.

Social Studies Literacy Skills for the Twenty-First Century

e Distinguish between past, present, and future time.
¢ Interpret information from a variety of social studies resources.*
o Demonstrate responsible citizenship within the school and the community.

* Social studies resources include the following: texts, calendars, timelines, maps, mental maps, charts, tables,
graphs, flow charts, diagrams, photographs, illustrations, paintings, cartoons, architectural drawings,
documents, letters, censuses, artifacts, models, geographic models, aerial photographs, satellite-produced
images, and geographic information systems.
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GRADE 1

Foundations of Social Studies: Families

Standard 1-4:  The student will demonstrate an understanding of how individuals, families,
and communities live and work together in America and around the world.

Enduring Understanding

People from various cultures are both similar to and different from one another. To understand
and develop an appreciation for the similarities and differences across cultures, the student will
utilize the knowledge and skills set forth in the following indicators:

Indicators

1-4.1 llustrate different elements of community life, including typical jobs; the
interdependence of family, school, and the community; and the common methods of
transportation and communication.

1-4.2 Compare the daily lives of families together in America and across the world, including
the roles of family members; typical food, clothing, and shelter; and the ways that
families earn a living.

1-4.3 Identify the ways that families and communities in America and around the world
cooperate and compromise with one another in order to obtain goods and services to
meet their needs and wants.

1-4.4 Explain the concept of scarcity and the way it forces individuals and families to make
choices about which goods and services they can obtain.

Social Studies Literacy Skills for the Twenty-First Century

e Identify political, social, and economic institutions that affect the student, the school,
and the community.

e Identify his or her place in the family, school, and community.
o Explain the importance of the connection between education and success in life.
o ldentify cause-and-effect relationships.
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GRADE 2

Foundations of Social Studies:
Communities

The focus for social studies in grade two is on communities and the diverse cultures that have
contributed to the nation’s heritage. Students examine not only the geographic locations but also
the cultural characteristics and contributions that have shaped communities and regions. They
continue their study of government by identifying its functions and its leaders. Additionally,
students focus on the fact the public’s choices about what to buy determines what goods and
services are produced.

Instruction should utilize the social studies literacy skills for the twenty-first century that are
enunciated in chart format in Appendix A. These statements represent a continuum of tools,
strategies, and perspectives that are necessary for the student’s understanding of social studies
material that is taught at each grade level. Beginning at kindergarten and progressing to
graduation, each statement is a developmentally appropriate iteration of the same skill as it is
being further honed at each grade band (K-3, 4-5, 6-8, and high school). While most of these
skills can be utilized in the teaching of every standard, the most appropriate skills for each
standard are repeated in a bulleted list at the bottom of the page for that particular standard.
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GRADE 2

Foundations of Social Studies: Communities

Standard 2-1: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the local community as well

as the fact that geography influences not only the development of communities
but also the interactions between people and the environment.

Enduring Understanding

Geography influences the development of communities. To understand the connections between
communities and the environment, the student will utilize the knowledge and skills set forth in
the following indicators:

Indicators

2-11

2-1.2

2-1.3

2-14

2-15

Identify on a map the location of places and geographic features of the local community
(e.g., landforms, bodies of water, parks) using the legend and the cardinal directions.

Recognize characteristics of the local region, including its geographic features and
natural resources.

Recognize the features of urban, suburban, and rural areas of the local region.

Summarize changes that have occurred in the local community over time, including
changes in the use of land and in the way people earn their living.

Identify on a map or globe the location of his or her local community, state, nation, and
continent.

Social Studies Literacy Skills for the Twenty-First Century

Recognize maps, mental maps, and geographic models as representations of spatial
relationships.

Find and describe the locations and conditions of places.
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GRADE 2

Foundations of Social Studies: Communities

Standard 2-2:  The student will demonstrate an understanding of the structure and function of
local, state, and national government.

Enduring Understanding

Knowledge of the structure and functions of government enables participation in the democratic
process. To participate effectively in civic life, the student will utilize the knowledge and skills
set forth in the following indicators:

Indicators

2-2.1 Identify the basic functions of government, including making and enforcing laws,
protecting citizens, and collecting taxes.

2-2.2 Recognize different types of laws and those people who have the power and authority to
enforce them.

2-2.3 ldentify the roles of leaders and officials in government, including law enforcement and
public safety officials.

2-2.4 Explain the role of elected leaders, including mayor, governor, and president.

Social Studies Literacy Skills for the Twenty-First Century

 Identify political, social, and economic institutions that affect the student, the school,
and the community.

o Practice responsible citizenship within his or her school, community, and state.
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GRADE 2

Foundations of Social Studies: Communities

Standard 2-3:  The student will demonstrate an understanding of the role of goods and

services and supply and demand in a community.

Enduring Understanding

People’s choices affect the types of goods and services that are produced as well as the price of
those goods and services. To understand the role that choice plays in the American economy, the
student will utilize the knowledge and skills set forth in the following indicators:

Indicators

2-3.1

2-3.2

2-3.3

2-3.4

2-3.5

Summarize the role of community workers who provide goods and services.

Explain how people’s choices about what to buy will determine what goods and services
are produced.

Explain ways that people may obtain goods and services that they do not produce,
including the use of barter and money.

Identify examples of markets and price in the local community and explain the roles of
buyers and sellers in creating markets and pricing.

Explain the effects of supply and demand on the price of goods and services.

Social Studies Literacy Skills for the Twenty-First Century

o ldentify cause-and-effect relationships.

e Understand that people make choices based on the scarcity of resources.

e Explain the importance of jobs in the fulfillment of personal and social goals.
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GRADE 2

Foundations of Social Studies: Communities

Standard 2-4:  The student will demonstrate an understanding of cultural contributions made

by people from the various regions in the United States.

Enduring Understanding

Diverse cultures have contributed to our nation’s heritage. To understand cultural differences
and appreciate diverse ideals and values within his or her community, the student will utilize the
knowledge and skills set forth in the following indicators:

Indicators

2-4.1 Recognize the basic elements that make up a cultural region in the United States,
including language, beliefs, customs, art, and literature.

2-4.2 Compare the historic and cultural traditions of various regions in the United States and
recognize the ways that these elements have been and continue to be passed across
generations.

2-4.3 Recognize the cultural contributions of Native American tribal groups, African
Americans, and immigrant groups.

2-4.4 Recall stories and songs that reflect the cultural history of various regions in the United

States, including stories of regional folk figures, Native American legends, and African
American folktales.

Social Studies Literacy Skills for the Twenty-First Century

Distinguish between past, present, and future time.

Measure and calculate calendar time.

Identify cause-and-effect relationships.

Interpret information from a variety of social studies resources.*

* Social studies resources include the following: texts, calendars, timelines, maps, mental maps, charts, tables,
graphs, flow charts, diagrams, photographs, illustrations, paintings, cartoons, architectural drawings,
documents, letters, censuses, artifacts, models, geographic models, aerial photographs, satellite-produced
images, and geographic information systems.

21




GRADE 3

South Carolina Studies

The exceptional story of South Carolina is the focus of third-grade social studies. Building upon
the economic, geographic, political, and historical concepts learned in the primary grades,
students will discover how a variety of cultural influences have interacted to create a unique and
diverse society within our state. Students will begin to understand South Carolina’s influential
role and place within the greater context of United States history. Students completing third-
grade social studies will then be prepared to build on their learning as they move to a study of
United States history in the fourth and fifth grades.

Instruction should utilize the social studies literacy skills for the twenty-first century that are
enunciated in chart format in Appendix A. These statements represent a continuum of tools,
strategies, and perspectives that are necessary for the student’s understanding of social studies
material that is taught at each grade level. Beginning at kindergarten and progressing to
graduation, each statement is a developmentally appropriate iteration of the same skill as it is
being further honed at each grade band (K-3, 4-5, 6-8, and high school). While most of these
skills can be utilized in the teaching of every standard, the most appropriate skills for each
standard are repeated in a bulleted list at the bottom of the page for that particular standard.
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GRADE 3

South Carolina Studies

Standard 3-1: The student will demonstrate an understanding of places and regions in South

Carolina and the role of human systems in the state.

Enduring Understanding

People utilize, adapt to, and modify the physical environment to meet their needs. They also
identify regions based on geographic and human characteristics to help them interpret Earth’s
complexity. To understand how people interact with the physical environment, the student will
utilize the knowledge and skills set forth in the following indicators:

Indicators

3-11

3-1.2

3-1.3

Categorize the six landform regions of South Carolina—the Blue Ridge, the Piedmont,
the Sand Hills, the Inner Coastal Plain, the Outer Coastal Plain, and the Coastal Zone—
according to their climate, physical features, and natural resources.

Describe the location and characteristics of significant features of South Carolina,
including landforms; river systems such as the Pee Dee River Basin, the Santee River
Basin, the Edisto River Basin, and the Savannah River Basin; major cities; and climate
regions.

Explain interactions between the people and the physical landscape of South Carolina
over time, including the effects on population distribution, patterns of migration, access
to natural resources, and economic development.

Social Studies Literacy Skills for the Twenty-First Century

Interpret information from a variety of social studies resources.*

Recognize maps, mental maps, and geographic models as representations of spatial
relationships.

Find and describe the location and condition of places.

Understand that people make choices based on the scarcity of resources.
Share thoughts and ideas willingly.

Use visual elements as aids to understand where, when, why, and how.

* Social studies resources include the following: texts, calendars, timelines, maps, mental maps, charts, tables,
graphs, flow charts, diagrams, photographs, illustrations, paintings, cartoons, architectural drawings,
documents, letters, censuses, artifacts, models, geographic models, aerial photographs, satellite-produced
images, and geographic information systems.
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GRADE 3

South Carolina Studies

Standard 3-2: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the exploration and

settlement of South Carolina.

Enduring Understanding

The inhabitants of the early Carolina colony included native, immigrant, and enslaved peoples.
To understand how these various groups interacted to form a new and unique culture, the
student will utilize the knowledge and skills set forth in the following indicators:

Indicators

3-2.1

3-2.2

3-2.3

3-2.4

3-2.5

Compare the culture, governance, and physical environment of the major Native
American tribal groups of South Carolina, including the Cherokee, Catawba, and
Yemassee.

Summarize the motives, activities, and accomplishments of the exploration of South
Carolina by the Spanish, French, and English.

Describe the initial contact, cooperation, and conflict between the Native Americans and
European settlers in South Carolina.

Summarize the development of the Carolina colony under the Lords Proprietors and the
royal colonial government, including settlement by and trade with the people of Barbados
and the influence of other immigrant groups.

Explain the role of Africans in developing the culture and economy of South Carolina,
including the growth of the slave trade; slave contributions to the plantation economy;
the daily lives of the enslaved people; the development of the Gullah culture; and their
resistance to slavery.

*S

Social Studies Literacy Skills for the Twenty-First Century

Identify cause-and-effect relationships.
Interpret information from a variety of social studies resources.*

Recognize maps, mental maps, and geographic models as representations of spatial
relationships.

Find and describe the location and condition of places.
Distinguish between wants and needs and between consumers and producers.
Use visual elements as aids to understand where, when, why, and how.

ocial studies resources include the following: texts, calendars, timelines, maps, mental maps, charts, tables,

graphs, flow charts, diagrams, photographs, illustrations, paintings, cartoons, architectural drawings,

doc

uments, letters, censuses, artifacts, models, geographic models, aerial photographs, satellite-produced

images, and geographic information systems.
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GRADE 3

South Carolina Studies

Standard 3-3  The student will demonstrate an understanding of the American Revolution and

South Carolina’s role in the development of the new American nation.

Enduring Understanding

People establish governments to provide stability and ensure the protection of their rights as
citizens. To understand the causes and results of the American Revolution on South Carolina, the
student will utilize the knowledge and skills set forth in the following indicators:

Indicators

3-3.1

3-3.2

3-3.3

3-34

3-35

Summarize the causes of the American Revolution, including Britain’s passage of the
Stamp Act, the Tea Act, and the Intolerable Acts; the rebellion of the colonists; and the
writing of the Declaration of Independence.

Compare the perspectives of South Carolinians during the American Revolution,
including Patriots, Loyalists, women, enslaved and free Africans, and Native Americans.

Summarize the course of the American Revolution in South Carolina, including the role
of William Jasper and Fort Moultrie; the occupation of Charles Town by the British; the
partisan warfare of Thomas Sumter, Andrew Pickens, and Francis Marion; and the
battles of Cowpens, Kings Mountain, and Eutaw Springs.

Summarize the effects of the American Revolution, including the establishment of state
and national governments.

Outline the structure of state government, including the branches of government
(legislative, executive, and judicial), the representative bodies of each branch (general
assembly, governor, and supreme court), and the basic powers of each branch.

*S

Social Studies Literacy Skills for the Twenty-First Century

Distinguish between past, present, and future time.

Identify cause-and-effect relationships.

Interpret information from a variety of social studies resources.*

Share thoughts and ideas willingly.

Use visual elements as aids to understand where, when, why, and how.

ocial studies resources include the following: texts, calendars, timelines, maps, mental maps, charts, tables,

graphs, flow charts, diagrams, photographs, illustrations, paintings, cartoons, architectural drawings,

doc

uments, letters, censuses, artifacts, models, geographic models, aerial photographs, satellite-produced

images, and geographic information systems.
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GRADE 3
South Carolina Studies

Standard 3-4:  The student will demonstrate an understanding of life in the antebellum period,

the causes and effects of the Civil War, and the impact of Reconstruction in
South Carolina.

Enduring Understanding

South Carolina played a key role in events that occurred before, during, and after the Civil War;
and those events, in turn, greatly affected the state. To understand South Carolina’s experiences
during this tumultuous time, the student will utilize the knowledge and skills set forth in the
following indicators:

Indicators

3-4.1

3-4.2

3-4.3

3-4.4

3-4.5

3-4.6

Compare the economic conditions for various classes of people in South Carolina,
including the elite, the middle class, the lower class, the independent farmers, and the
enslaved and free African Americans.

Summarize the development of slavery in antebellum South Carolina, including the
invention of the cotton gin and the subsequent expansion of and economic dependence on
slavery.

Explain the reasons for South Carolina’s secession from the Union, including the
abolitionist movement and the concept of states’ rights.

Summarize the course of the Civil War in South Carolina, including the Secession
Convention, the firing on Fort Sumter, the Union blockade of Charleston, the
significance of the Hunley submarine; the exploits of Robert Smalls; and General
William T. Sherman’s march through the state.

Explain how the destruction caused by the Civil War affected the economy and daily
lives of South Carolinians, including the scarcity of food, clothing, and living essentials
and the continuing racial tensions.

Summarize the positive and negative effects of Reconstruction in South Carolina,
including the development of public education; the establishment of sharecropping; racial
advancements and tensions; and the attempts to rebuild towns, factories, and farms.

*S

Social Studies Literacy Skills for the Twenty-First Century

Identify cause-and-effect relationships.

Interpret information from a variety of social studies resources.*

Find and describe the location and condition of places.

Work in teams to learn collaboratively.

Use visual elements as aids to understand where, when, why, and how.

ocial studies resources include the following: texts, calendars, timelines, maps, mental maps, charts, tables,

graphs, flow charts, diagrams, photographs, illustrations, paintings, cartoons, architectural drawings,

doc

uments, letters, censuses, artifacts, models, geographic models, aerial photographs, satellite-produced

images, and geographic information systems.
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GRADE 3
South Carolina Studies

Standard 3-5: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the major developments in

South Carolina in the late nineteenth and the twentieth century.

Enduring Understanding

South Carolina experienced major economic, political, and social changes during the late
nineteenth and the twentieth century. To understand the effects of these changes, the student will
utilize the knowledge and skills set forth in the following indicators:

Indicators

3-5.1

3-5.2

3-5.3

3-54

3-5.5

3-5.6

Summarize the social and economic impact of developments in agriculture, industry and
technology, including the creation of Jim Crow laws, the rise and fall of textile markets,
and the expansion of the railroad.

Explain the causes and impact of emigration from South Carolina and internal migration
from rural areas to the cities, including discrimination and unemployment; poor
sanitation and transportation services; and the lack of electricity and other modern
conveniences in rural locations.

Explain the effects of the Great Depression on daily life in South Carolina, including the
widespread poverty and unemployment and the efforts of the federal government to
create jobs through a variety of New Deal programs.

Summarize the social and economic impact of World War Il and the Cold War on South
Carolina, including the end of the Great Depression, improvements in modern
conveniences, increased opportunities for women and African Americans, and the
significance of the opening and eventual closing of military bases.

Summarize the development of economic, political, and social opportunities of African
Americans in South Carolina, including the end of Jim Crow laws; the desegregation of
schools (Briggs v. Elliott) and other public facilities; and efforts of African Americans to
achieve the right to vote.

Describe the growth of tourism and its impact on the economy of South Carolina,
including the development of historic sites, state parks, and resorts and the expanding
transportation systems that allow for greater access to our state.

Social Studies Literacy Skills for the Twenty-First Century

Distinguish between past, present, and future time.

Identify cause-and-effect relationships.

Interpret information from a variety of social studies resources.*

Find and describe the location and condition of places.

Understand that people make choices based on the scarcity of resources.
Use visual elements as aids to understand where, when, why, and how.

* Social studies resources include the following: texts, calendars, timelines, maps, mental maps, charts, tables,
graphs, flow charts, diagrams, photographs, illustrations, paintings, cartoons, architectural drawings,
documents, letters, censuses, artifacts, models, geographic models, aerial photographs, satellite-produced
images, and geographic information systems.
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Grade-Level Standards
for Social Studies

Grades 4-5



GRADE 4

United States Studies to 1865

The social studies standards in grades four and five are a comprehensive history of the United
States. The first part of this story, which dates from the exploration of the New World to the end
of the Civil War, is the focus for grade four. Students learn about the contributions of Native
Americans, the exploration and settlement by the Europeans, the beginnings of the United States
as a nation, the westward expansion and its implications, and the problems that tore the nation
apart and caused a civil war. Students also explore the documents, people, and events that have
made the United States what it is today.

Instruction should utilize the social studies literacy skills for the twenty-first century that are
enunciated in chart format in Appendix A. These statements represent a continuum of tools,
strategies, and perspectives that are necessary for the student’s understanding of social studies
material that is taught at each grade level. Beginning at kindergarten and progressing to
graduation, each statement is a developmentally appropriate iteration of the same skill as it is
being further honed at each grade band (K-3, 4-5, 6-8, and high school). While most of these
skills can be utilized in the teaching of every standard, the most appropriate skills for each
standard are repeated in a bulleted list at the bottom of the page for that particular standard.
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GRADE 4
United States Studies to 1865

Standard 4-1: The student will demonstrate an understanding of political, economic, and
geographic reasons for the exploration of the New World.

Enduring Understanding

The rewards that were reaped from the exploration of the New World far outweighed the risks
that were involved. To understand the motivations for exploration and the cause-and-effect
relationships between its risks and rewards, the student will utilize the knowledge and skills set
forth in the following indicators:

Indicators

4-1.1 Summarize the spread of Native American populations using the Landbridge Theory.

4-1.2 Compare the everyday life, physical environment, and culture of the major Native
American cultural groupings, including the Eastern Woodlands, the Plains, the
Southwest, the Great Basin, and the Pacific Northwest.

4-1.3 Explain the political, economic, and technological factors that led to the exploration of
the new world by Spain, Portugal, France, the Netherlands, and England, including the
competition between nations, the expansion of international trade, and the technological
advances in shipbuilding and navigation.

4-1.4 Summarize the accomplishments of the Vikings and the Portuguese, Spanish, English,
and French explorers, including Leif Eriksson, Columbus, Hernando de Soto, Magellan,
Henry Hudson, John Cabot, and La Salle.

Social Studies Literacy Skills for the Twenty-First Century

o Establish the chronological order in reconstructing a historical narrative.
o Identify and explain cause-and-effect relationships.

e Identify the locations of places, the conditions at places, and the connections between
places.

o Create maps, mental maps, and geographic models to represent spatial relationships.
e Interpret visual information to deepen his or her understanding.
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GRADE 4
United States Studies to 1865

Standard 4-2:  The student will demonstrate an understanding of how the settlement of North
America was influenced by the interactions of Native Americans, Europeans,
and Africans.

Enduring Understanding

The interaction among peoples from three different continents created a distinctly American
culture. To understand the contributions made by Native Americans, Europeans, and Africans to
the settlement of North America, the student will utilize the knowledge and skills set forth in the
following indicators:

Indicators
4-2.1 Summarize the cause-and-effect relationships of the Columbian Exchange.

4-2.2 Compare the various European settlements in North America in terms of economic
activities, religious emphasis, government, and lifestyles.

4-2.3 Explain the impact of the triangular trade, indentured servitude, and the enslaved and free
Africans on the developing culture and economy of North America.

4-2.4 Summarize the relationships among the Native Americans, Europeans, and Africans,
including the French and Indian Wars, the slave revolts, and the conduct of trade.

Social Studies Literacy Skills for the Twenty-First Century

o Establish the chronological order in reconstructing a historical narrative.
e Identify multiple points of view or biases and ask questions that clarify those opinions.
o ldentify and explain cause-and-effect relationships.

o ldentify the locations of places, the conditions at places, and the connections between
places.

o Create maps, mental maps, and geographic models to represent spatial relationships.
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GRADE 4
United States Studies to 1865

Standard 4-3: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the conflict between the
American colonies and England.

Enduring Understanding

Revolutions result from resistance to conditions that are perceived as unfair by the people who
are demanding change. The changes brought about by revolution can be both positive and
negative. To understand the results of the conflict between the American colonies and England,
the student will utilize the knowledge and skills set forth in the following indicators:

Indicators

4-3.1 Explain the major political and economic factors leading to the American Revolution,
including the French and Indian War, the Stamp Act, the Tea Act, and the Intolerable
Acts as well as American resistance to these acts through boycotts, petitions, and
congresses.

4-3.2 Explain the significance of major ideas and philosophies of government reflected in the
Declaration of Independence.

4-3.3 Summarize the importance of the key battles of the Revolutionary War and the reasons
for American victories including Lexington and Concord, Bunker (Breed’s) Hill,
Charleston, Saratoga, Cowpens, and Yorktown.

4-3.4 Explain how the American Revolution affected attitudes toward and the future of slavery,
women, and Native Americans.

Social Studies Literacy Skills for the Twenty-First Century

o Establish the chronological order in reconstructing a historical narrative.

o List and explain the responsibilities of citizens in the United States of America.

e Identify multiple points of view or biases and ask questions that clarify those opinions.
e Identify and explain cause-and-effect relationships.

o Cite details from a text to support conclusions made from that text.
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GRADE 4
United States Studies to 1865

Standard 4-4: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the beginnings of America as

a nation and the establishment of the new government.

Enduring Understanding

After independence was declared, Americans were faced with creating a new form of
government that would embody the ideals for which they had fought. To understand the
development of these United States into a new nation, the student will utilize the knowledge and
skills set forth in the following indicators:

Indicators

4-4.1

4-4.2

4-4.3

4-4.4

4-4.5

Compare the ideas in the Articles of Confederation with those in the United States
Constitution, including how powers are now shared between state and national
government and how individuals and states are represented in Congress.

Explain the structure and function of the legislative, executive, and judicial branches of
the federal government.

Explain how the United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights placed importance on
the active involvement of citizens in government and protected the rights of white male
property owners but not those of the slaves, women, and Native Americans.

Compare the roles and accomplishments of early leaders in the development of the new
nation, including George Washington, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Alexander
Hamilton, John Marshall, and James Madison.

Compare the social and economic policies of the two political parties that were formed in
America in the 1790s.

Social Studies Literacy Skills for the Twenty-First Century

Cite details from a text to support conclusions made from that text.
Explain his or her relationship to others in American society and culture.
Demonstrate responsible citizenship within local, state, and national communities.

Utilize different types of media to synthesize social studies information from a variety of
social studies resources.*

* Social studies resources include the following: texts, calendars, timelines, maps, mental maps, charts, tables,
graphs, flow charts, diagrams, photographs, illustrations, paintings, cartoons, architectural drawings,
documents, letters, censuses, artifacts, models, geographic models, aerial photographs, satellite-produced
images, and geographic information systems.
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GRADE 4
United States Studies to 1865

Standard 4-5: The student will demonstrate an understanding of westward expansion of the

United States and its impact on the institution of slavery.

Enduring Understanding

The new century saw the United States transformed by exponential growth through land
acquisitions in the West. This expansion resulted in harm to Native Americans and continued the
debate on the “peculiar institution” of slavery. To understand the impact of westward expansion
on the United States as a whole, the student will utilize the knowledge and skills set forth in the
following indicators:

Indicators

4-5.1

4-5.2

4-5.3

4-5.4

4-5.5

Summarize the major expeditions that played a role in westward expansion including
those of Daniel Boone, Lewis and Clark, and Zebulon Pike.

Explain the motivations and methods of migrants and immigrants, who moved West,
including economic opportunities, the availability of rich land, and the country’s belief
in Manifest Destiny.

Explain the purpose, location, and impact of key United States acquisitions in the first
half of the nineteenth century, including the Louisiana Purchase, the Florida Purchase,
the Oregon Treaty, the annexation of Texas, and the Mexican Cession.

Summarize how territorial expansion, related land policies, and specific legislation
affected Native Americans, including the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 and the Indian
Removal Act of 1830.

Explain how the Missouri Compromise, the fugitive slave laws, the annexation of Texas,
the Compromise of 1850, the Kansas-Nebraska Act, and the Dred Scott decision affected
the institution of slavery in the United States and its territories.

Social Studies Literacy Skills for the Twenty-First Century

e ldentify cause-and-effect relationships.
¢ Understand that people make choices based on the scarcity of resources.
e Explain the importance of jobs in the fulfillment of personal and social goals.
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GRADE 4
United States Studies to 1865

Standard 4-6: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the causes, the course, and

the effects of the American Civil War.

Enduring Understanding

Regional economic interests led to social and political differences that seemed insurmountable
by 1860. To understand why the United States was forced to settle sectional differences through
civil war, the student will utilize the knowledge and skills set forth in the following indicators:

Indicators

4-6.1

4-6.2

4-6.3

4-6.4

4-6.5

Explain the significant economic and geographic differences between the North and
South.

Explain the contributions of abolitionists to the mounting tensions between the North and
South over slavery, including William Lloyd Garrison, Sojourner Truth, Frederick
Douglass, Harriet Tubman, Harriet Beecher Stowe, and John Brown.

Explain the specific events and issues that led to the Civil War, including sectionalism,
slavery in the territories, states’ rights, the presidential election of 1860, and secession.

Summarize significant battles, strategies, and turning points of the Civil War, including
the battles of Fort Sumter and Gettysburg, the Emancipation Proclamation, the role of
African Americans in the war, the surrender at Appomattox, and the assassination of
President Lincoln.

Explain the social, economic, and political effects of the Civil War on the United States.

Social Studies Literacy Skills for the Twenty-First Century
Identify multiple points of view or biases and ask questions that clarify those opinions.
Explain the opportunity cost involved in the allocation of scarce productive resources.
Identify connections between government policies, property rights, and free enterprise.
Identify and explain cause-and-effect relationships.

Interpret visual information to deepen his or her understanding.
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GRADE 5

United States Studies: 1865 to the Present

Students continue their study of the history of the United States in grade five, beginning with
Reconstruction and continuing through the present day. They learn about the renewal of the
country after the Civil War; the continued westward expansion; the rise of the United States as a
world power; the nation’s involvement in world affairs in the twentieth century; and nation’s
leadership role after World War Il, during and after the Cold War, and into the twenty-first
century. They also learn about the growing pains of the country as its citizens dealt with
industrialization, the issues of women’s suffrage and civil rights for all Americans, economic
depression and recovery, and challenges in foreign diplomacy.

Instruction should utilize the social studies literacy skills for the twenty-first century that are
enunciated in chart format in Appendix A. These statements represent a continuum of tools,
strategies, and perspectives that are necessary for the student’s understanding of social studies
material that is taught at each grade level. Beginning at kindergarten and progressing to
graduation, each statement is a developmentally appropriate iteration of the same skill as it is
being further honed at each grade band (K-3, 4-5, 6-8, and high school). While most of these
skills can be utilized in the teaching of every standard, the most appropriate skills for each
standard are repeated in a bulleted list at the bottom of the page for that particular standard.
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GRADE 5
United States Studies: 1865 to the Present

Standard 5-1: The student will demonstrate an understanding of Reconstruction and its impact
on the United States.

Enduring Understanding

Reconstruction was a period of great hope, incredible change, and efforts at rebuilding. To
understand Reconstruction and race relations in the United States, the student will utilize the
knowledge and skills set forth in the following indicators:

Indicators

5-1.1 Summarize the aims and course of Reconstruction, including the effects of Abraham
Lincoln’s assassination, Southern resistance to the rights of freedmen, and the agenda of
the Radical Republicans.

5-1.2 Explain the effects of Reconstruction, including new rights under the thirteenth,
fourteenth, and fifteenth amendments; the actions of the Freedmen’s Bureau; and the
move from a plantation system to sharecropping.

5-1.3 Explain the purpose and motivations of subversive groups during Reconstruction and
their rise to power after the withdrawal of federal troops from the South.

5-1.4 Compare the political, economic, and social effects of Reconstruction on different
populations in the South and in other regions of the United States.

Social Studies Literacy Skills for the Twenty-First Century
o Identify and explain cause-and-effect relationships.

e ldentify multiple points of view or biases and ask questions that clarify those
opinions.

o Explain his or her relationship to others in American society and culture.
o Establish chronological order in reconstruction of an historical narrative.

e Compare the political, economic and social effects of Reconstruction on different
populations in the South and in other regions of the United States.
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GRADE 5
United States Studies: 1865 to the Present

Standard 5-2: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the continued westward

expansion of the United States.

Enduring Understanding

People moved West seeking economic opportunities. To understand the challenges faced by
migrants and immigrants as they moved West and the impact of this movement on the native
peoples of the region, the student will utilize the knowledge and skills set forth in the following
indicators:

Indicators

5-2.1

5-2.2

5-2.3

5-2.4

Analyze the geographic and economic factors that influenced westward expansion and
the ways that these factors affected travel and settlement, including physical features of
the land; the climate and natural resources; and land ownership and other economic
opportunities.

Summarize how technologies (such as railroads, the steel plow and barbed wire), federal
policies (such as subsidies for the railroads and the Homestead Act), and access to
natural resources affected the development of the West.

Identify examples of conflict and cooperation between occupational and ethnic groups
in the West, including miners, farmers, ranchers, cowboys, Mexican and African
Americans, and European and Asian immigrants.

Explain the social and economic effects of westward expansion on Native Americans;
including opposing views on land ownership, Native American displacement, the impact
of the railroad on the culture of the Plains Indians, armed conflict, and changes in
federal policy.

Social Studies Literacy Skills for the Twenty-First Century

Create maps, mental maps, and geographic models to represent spatial relationships.
Illustrate the fact that some choices provide greater benefits than others.

Identify the locations of places, the conditions at places, and the connections between
places.

Explain the opportunity cost involved in the allocation of scarce productive resources.
Identify multiple points of view or biases and ask questions that clarify those opinions.
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GRADE 5
United States Studies: 1865 to the Present

Standard 5-3: The student will demonstrate an understanding of major domestic and foreign

developments that contributed to the United States becoming a world power.

Enduring Understanding

The Industrial Revolution, urbanization, and access to resources contributed to the United States
becoming a world power in the early twentieth century. At the same time, discriminatory
practices abounded. To understand the rise of the United States as a world power, the student will
utilize the knowledge and skills set forth in the following indicators:

Indicators

5-3.1

5-3.2

5-3.3

5-3.4

5-3.5

5-3.6

Explain how the Industrial Revolution was furthered by new inventions and
technologies, including new methods of mass production and transportation and the
invention of the light bulb, the telegraph, and the telephone.

Explain the practice of discrimination and the passage of discriminatory laws in the
United States and their impact on the rights of African Americans, including the Jim
Crow laws and the ruling in Plessy v. Ferguson.

Summarize the significance of large-scale immigration to America, including the
countries from which the people came, the opportunities and resistance they faced when
they arrived, and the cultural and economic contributions they made to the United States.

Summarize the impact of industrialization, urbanization, and the rise of big business,
including the development of monopolies; long hours, low wages, and unsafe working
conditions on men, women, and children laborers; and resulting reform movements.

Summarize the reasons for the United States control of new territories as a result of the
Spanish American War and the building of the Panama Canal, including the need for
raw materials and new markets and competition with other world powers.

Summarize the factors that led to the involvement of the United States in World War |
and the role of the United States in fighting the war.

Social Studies Literacy Skills for the Twenty-First Century
Explain the opportunity cost involved in the allocation of scarce productive resources.

Construct and interpret maps, mental maps, and geographic models to solve
problems.

Establish the chronological order in reconstructing a historical narrative.

Identify the locations of places, the conditions at places, and the connections between
places.
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GRADE 5
United States Studies: 1865 to the Present

Standard 5-4: The student will demonstrate an understanding of American economic

challenges in the 1920s and 1930s and world conflict in the 1940s.

Enduring Understanding

Along with the rest of the world, the United States experienced a boom-and-bust period during
the 1920s and 1930s. In the United States, this situation led to significant government
intervention to stimulate the economy. Other countries did not follow the same course of action,
however, and the resulting political instability and subsequent worldwide response consumed the
world in the 1940s. To understand the role of the United States in the world during this period,
the student will utilize the knowledge and skills set forth in the following indicators:

Indicators

5-4.1

5-4.2

5-4.3

5-4.4

5-4.5

5-4.6

5-4.7

Summarize daily life in the post-World War | period of the 1920s, including
improvements in the standard of living, transportation, and entertainment; the impact of
the Nineteenth Amendment, the Great Migration, the Harlem Renaissance, and
Prohibition; and racial and ethnic conflict.

Summarize the causes of the Great Depression, including overproduction and declining
purchasing power, the bursting of the stock market bubble in 1929, and the resulting
unemployment, failed economic institutions; and the effects of the Dust Bowl.

Explain the American government’s response to the Great Depression in the New Deal
policies of President Franklin Roosevelt, including the Civilian Conservation Corps, the
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, the Securities and Exchange Commission, and
the Social Security Act.

Explain the principal events related to the involvement of the United States in World War
I1, including campaigns in North Africa and the Mediterranean; major battles of the
European theater such as the Battle of Britain, the invasion of the Soviet Union, and the
Normandy invasion; and events in the Pacific theater such as Pearl Harbor, the strategy
of island-hopping, and the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

Analyze the role of key figures during World War IlI, including Winston Churchill,
Franklin D. Roosevelt, Joseph Stalin, Benito Mussolini, and Adolph Hitler.

Summarize key developments in technology, aviation, weaponry, and communication
and their effects on World War 11 and the United States economy.

Summarize the social and political impact of World War 11 on the American home front
and the world, including opportunities for women and African Americans in the work
place, the internment of the Japanese Americans, and the changes in national boundaries
and governments.
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Social Studies Literacy Skills for the Twenty-First Century
o ldentify and describe cause-and-effect relationships.
o ldentify multiple points of view or biases and ask questions that clarify those opinions.

o Utilize different types of media to synthesize social studies information from a variety
of social studies resources.*

e Explain how political, social, and economic institutions have influenced the state and
nation throughout history.

* Social studies resources include the following: texts, calendars, timelines, maps, mental maps, charts,
tables, graphs, flow charts, diagrams, photographs, illustrations, paintings, cartoons, architectural drawings,
documents, letters, censuses, artifacts, models, geographic models, aerial photographs, satellite-produced
images, and geographic information systems.
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GRADE 5
United States Studies: 1865 to the Present

Standard 5-5: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the social, economic and

political events that influenced the United States during the Cold War era.

Enduring Understanding

The post-World War 1l period was dominated by a power conflict that pitted former allies
against each other over economic and political differences. This Cold War affected all aspects
of American life at home and abroad. To understand the impact of the Cold War, the student
will utilize the knowledge and skills set forth in the following indicators:

Indicators

5-5.1

5-5.2

5-5.3

5-5.4

Explain the causes and the course of the Cold War between the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics (USSR) and the United States, including McCarthyism, the spread of
communism, the Korean Conflict, Sputnik, the Berlin Wall, the Cuban Missile Crisis,
and the Vietnam War.

Summarize the social, cultural, and economic developments that took place in the United
States during the Cold War, including consumerism, mass media, the growth of suburbs,
expanding educational opportunities, new technologies, the expanding job market and
service industries, and changing opportunities for women in the workforce.

Explain the advancement of the modern Civil Rights Movement; including the
desegregation of the armed forces, Brown v. Board of Education, the roles of Rosa Parks,
Martin Luther King Jr., Malcolm X, the Civil Rights acts, and the Voting Rights Act.

Explain the international political alliances that impacted the United States in the latter
part of the twentieth century, including the United Nations, the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO), and the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC).

Social Studies Literacy Skills for the Twenty-First Century

Establish the chronological order in reconstructing a historical narrative.

Create and interpret data in time lines.

Identify and describe cause-and-effect relationships.

Identify multiple points of view or biases and ask questions that clarify those opinions.
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GRADE 5
United States Studies: 1865 to the Present

Standard 5-6:  The student will demonstrate an understanding of the political, social,

economic, and environmental challenges faced by the United States during the
period from the collapse of the Soviet Union to the present.

Enduring Understanding

Since the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1992 and the advent of the computer age, the world
has become more globally interdependent. To understand the world today and his or her role as
an informed participatory citizen, the student will utilize the knowledge and skills set forth in the
following indicators:

Indicators

5-6.1

5-6.2

5-6.3

5-6.4

5-6.5

5-6.6

Summarize the changes in world politics that followed the collapse of the Soviet Union
and the end of Soviet domination of eastern Europe.

Identify places in the world where the United States is involved in humanitarian and
economic efforts, including the Middle East, the Balkans, Central America, Africa, and
Asia.

Explain the impact of the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks on the United States,
including the wars in Irag and Afghanistan and the home-front responses to terrorism.

Explain how technological innovations have changed daily life in the United States,
including the changes brought about by computers, satellites, and mass communication
systems.

Identify examples of cultural exchanges, including those in food, fashion, and
entertainment, that illustrate the growing global interdependence between the United
States and other countries.

Identify issues related to the use of natural resources by the United States, including
recycling, climate change, environmental hazards, and depletion that requires our
reliance on foreign resources.

Social Studies Literacy Skills for the Twenty-First Century
Explain his or her relationship to others in American society and culture.
Demonstrate responsible citizenship within local, state, and national communities.

Identify the locations of places, the conditions at places, and the connections between
places.
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Grade-Level Standards
for Social Studies

Grades 6-8



GRADE 6

Early Cultures to 1600

Social studies in grade six develops and enhances the student’s understanding of history through
the study of people and events from earliest man to the era of European exploration. This course
focuses on the significance of geography, economics, and government in the development of the
human story, including the conflicts and accomplishments of the people and their roles in
developing the social, economic, and political structures of the major civilizations.

Instruction should utilize the social studies literacy skills for the twenty-first century that are
enunciated in chart format in Appendix A. These statements represent a continuum of tools,
strategies, and perspectives that are necessary for the student’s understanding of social studies
material that is taught at each grade level. Beginning at kindergarten and progressing to
graduation, each statement is a developmentally appropriate iteration of the same skill as it is
being further honed at each grade band (K-3, 4-5, 6-8, and high school). While most of these
skills can be utilized in the teaching of every standard, the most appropriate skills for each
standard are repeated in a bulleted list at the bottom of the page for that particular standard.
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GRADE 6
Early Cultures to 1600

Standard 6-1: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the development of the
cradles of civilization as people moved from a nomadic existence to a settled
life.

Enduring Understanding

The first humans were nomads who continually traveled in search of food. As these hunter-
gatherers developed better ways of doing things, they began to develop into the world’s earliest
civilizations. Civilized societies have established written languages, permanent structures, forms
of government, dependence on agriculture, and specializations of labor. These societies have also
developed customs such as formal religions and traditions in family structure, food, and clothing
that have endured. To understand how early civilizations evolved, the student will utilize the
knowledge and skills set forth in the following indicators:

Indicators

6-1.1 Explain the characteristics of hunter-gatherer groups and their relationship to the natural
environment.

6-1.2 Explain the emergence of agriculture and its effect on early human communities,
including the domestication of plants and animals, the impact of irrigation techniques,
and subsequent food surpluses.

6-1.3 Compare the river valley civilizations of the Tigris and Euphrates (Mesopotamia), the
Nile (Egypt), the Indus (India), and the Huang He (China), including the evolution of
written language, government, trade systems, architecture, and forms of social order.

6-1.4 Explain the origins, fundamental beliefs, and spread of Eastern religions, including
Hinduism (India), Judaism (Mesopotamia), Buddhism (India), and Confucianism and
Taoism (China).

Social Studies Literacy Skills for the Twenty-First Century
o Explain change and continuity over time and across cultures.
e Interpret parallel time lines from different places and cultures.
e Identify and explain multiple causation and multiple effe