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Parent and Family Engagement

(Hoover-Dempsey and Sandler)

Family members are more likely to become 
involved when they:

• Understand that they should be involved
• Feel capable of  making a contribution
• Feel invited by the school and their children
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Each district that receives Title I funds must 
develop jointly with, agree on and distribute to 
all parents and family members of  all students in 
Title I programs a written parent and family 
engagement policy.

District Parent and Family 
Engagement Policy
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Section 1010 (a) (2) 



 Include the following required elements explaining how the district will:
a. Involve parents in the joint development of  the LEA plan and 

school improvement;
b. Provide coordination and technical assistance to schools in 

planning and implementing effective Parent and Family 
Engagement activities;

c. Coordinate and integrate parental involvement strategies with 
other programs;

d. Conduct, with meaningful parent and family involvement, an 
annual evaluation of  the content and effectiveness of  the 
policy; 

e. Use the evaluation findings to design evidence-based strategies 
for more effective parent involvement, and to revise the parent 
and family engagement policies; and

f. Involve parents in the activities of  schools served under Title I.

District Parent and Family 
Engagement Policy
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District Parent and Family 
Engagement Policy 

Section 1010(a)(2)(A) 
describes how the LEA 
will –
involve parents in the 
joint development of  the 
plan under section 1112, 
and development of  
support and 
improvement plans 

Show evidence that the 
plan was developed 

jointly with parents of  
eligible Title I students.

Parents must be able 
to provide their input 
in the plan, not just 

approve a plan 
developed by the LEA.
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District Parent and Family 
Engagement Policy 

Sec. 1010 (a)(2)(B) describes how 
the LEA will –
provide the coordination, 
technical assistance, and other 
support necessary to assist and 
build the capacity of  all  
participating schools within the 
LEA  in planning and 
implementing effective parent 
and family engagement 
activities that improve student 
academic achievement and school 
performance

LEA guidance 
and assistance

School visits 
and trainings

Materials and 
resources

Professional 
development
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District Parent and Family 
Engagement Policy 

Which may include 
meaningful consultation  
with employers, business 
leaders, and philanthropic 
organizations or individuals 
with expertise in effectively 
engaging parents and family 
members in education.

Equipping parents with 
skills and competencies 

which they would not have 
otherwise

Training or mentoring that 
increases the skills of  

people or of  the 
community

Creating an infrastructure 
necessary to meet the needs 
of  parents and families to 

ensure academic 
achievement and student 

success
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District Parent and Family 
Engagement Policy 

Sec. 1010 (a)(2)(C) describes 
how the LEA will –
coordinate and integrate 
parental and family engagement 
strategies under this part with 
parent and family engagement 
strategies, to the extent feasible 
and appropriate, with other 
relevant Federal, State, and local 
laws and programs. 

The LEA policy must 
describe what will be done, 
who will be doing it, and 

when the parent and family 
engagement strategies will 

be completed.

The LEA must explain 
how it will coordinate and 
integrate parent and family 

engagement with these 
programs.
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District Parent and Family 
Engagement Policy 

Section 1010 (a)(2)(D) describes how the LEA will –
conduct, with meaningful involvement of  parents 
and family members, an annual evaluation of  the 
content and effectiveness of  the parent and family 
engagement policy in improving the academic quality 
of  the schools served under this part including 
identifying -
(i) barriers to greater participation by parents in 

activities authorized by this section;
(ii) the needs of  the parents and family members 

to assist with the learning of  their children, 
including engaging with school personnel and 
teachers; and

(iii) strategies to support successful school and 
family interactions.

Focus 
Groups

Open 
Discussion 

Forums
Surveys
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District Parent and Family 
Engagement Policy 

Section 1010 (a)(2)(F) describes how 
the LEA will –
involve parents in the activities of  the 
schools served under this part, which 
may include establishing a parent 
advisory board comprised of  a 
sufficient number  and representative 
group of  parents or family members 
served by the LEA to adequately 
represent the needs of  the population 
… for the purposes of  developing, 
revising, and reviewing the parent and 
family engagement policy. 

Utilize parents as 
true partners

Seek parent 
feedback and 
suggestions

Bring parents 
into the 

policy-making 
process
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Reservation of  Funds 

Districts must ensure that they: 

– Reserve at least one percent
of  the district’s total Title I, 
Part A  allocation to carry out 
parental involvement activities 
for districts receiving 
$500,000 or more; and

– Set aside at least 90 percent 
of  the reserved funds to be 
distributed to participating 
schools.

Parents must be able to 
provide input into how 

Parent and Family 
Engagement funds are 
spent, not just approve 
the Parent and Family 
Engagement budget 

developed by the LEA.
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Parent and Family Engagement in 
GEMS
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Parent and Family Engagement in GEMS
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Non-Allowable Uses of  Funds

• Alcohol 
• Parent Volunteer Award Programs
• Entertainment 
• Parties 
• Cash Prizes
• Gifts 
• Tokens 
• Never pay a parent to attend a school event 

14



Keep in Mind

• The LEA must update the policy annually and
document how the policy was distributed to parents. 

• Parents must have an equal opportunity to
share/provide their ideas.

• Each year, schools must hold a meeting to 
review their entire Title I program.
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Compliance Documentation
 Copy of  the agenda highlighting that the LEA Parent and Family 

Engagement Policy was discussed, reviewed, and revised
 Copy of  LEA Parent and Family Engagement Policy with the 

revision date
 Proof  LEA Parent and Family Engagement Policy was distributed 

in multiple ways (newsletter, website, etc. )
 Parent feedback in the form of  minutes from the LEA policy 

meetings
 Flyers, website announcements, message recordings, or other 

meeting advertisements
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Parent Notifications

Parents’ Right to Know

– At the beginning of  the school year, 
parents must be informed of  their right 
to request information about 
qualifications of  their child’s teacher(s) 
and paraprofessional(s). (District)
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Parent Notifications

• Provide information to parents of  Limited English 
Proficient students about available programs, parent 
options, and program effectiveness. (District)

• Provide parents with information about schools 
identified as being in a school improvement status. 
(District)

• Provide parents notification when their children are 
being taught by a teacher who is not properly certified.
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Each school must develop, jointly with parents, a written 
school-parental engagement policy that describes how  
the school will carry out the parent and family 
engagement requirements. 

 Schools may amend current policy to reflect these 
requirements.
 Any comment from parents not satisfied with this 

policy must be submitted to the Title I Office.

School Parent and Family Engagement Policy
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• School Parent Compact
Remember to include the following :

1. Parent-teacher conferences
2. Frequent reports to parents on their child’s 

progress
3. Reasonable access to staff
4. Opportunities to volunteer 
5. Two-way, meaningful communication in a 

language that family members can 
understand

School Level Requirements
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2. Hold parent-teacher conferences* in the first nine weeks each year during 
which this compact will be discussed as it relates to the individual child’s 
achievement. Specifically, those conferences will be held:
Scheduled conferences are held ___(date)___________. Parents and teachers may also 
schedule conferences as needed throughout the school year.

3. Provide parents with frequent reports* on their children’s progress. 
Specifically, the school will provide reports as follows:
• Interim Reports are sent home for parents to review four times a year, mid-quarter. 

Parents are invited to ask questions about their child’s report.
• Report cards are sent home quarterly. Parents are invited to contact their child’s 

teacher with questions.

4. Provide parents reasonable access to staff.* Specifically, staff  will be available 
for consultation with parents as follows:
• Phone and voicemail
• E-mail
• Written notes in child’s agenda (daily assignment log)
• One scheduled conference a year and additional conferences as requested by the 

parent or teacher.
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School Level Requirements (Cont...) 

• Convene an annual meeting

• Conduct an annual evaluation of  the 
parental involvement policy
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Annual Parent Meeting

 Title I program  School Status (ATSI or CSI)

 Curriculum  Other information related to
 Assessment academic program

During the meeting, provide parents information about the 
following: 

Be sure to document with meeting notices, agendas, sign in 
sheets, and minutes.

24



Parent and Family Engagement Evaluation 
Your school or school district: Rarely

Some-
times

Regularly Always

• Recognizes that all parents, regardless of income, educational level, or cultural background,
want their children to do well in school and are involved in their children’s learning.

• Supplies a written Title I Parent and Family Engagement policy that is jointly developed with
parents that outlines the partnership among the student, parent, and school.

• Holds an annual meeting to inform parents of children in Title I programs about the Title I
program.

• Provides resources such as books, videos, and newsletters that help with better parent
participation at home.

• Encourages and provides opportunities for family input into the design and development of the
school-parent compact.

• Schedules varied meeting times to accommodate parents’ work and childcare schedules.

• Provides parents with ideas on how to help their children with homework.

• Thinks of the community as an extension of the family.

• Provides opportunities for families to have input in the operations of the school.

• Staff sees how diversity may be used to enrich learning experiences for students.

• Uses information from parent and family surveys to design or change school procedures and
programs.
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• Joint responsibilities include the following:
1.  Assistance and training for parents
2.  Parent literacy and education
3.  Helping parents with school work for           

their children
4.  Volunteering in classrooms
5.  Training school staff  to work with 

parents

District and School Responsibilities 
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Three Levels of  Parent Involvement
Level I – Parent Helping Children at Home
– LEA provides strategies, activities, materials, and resources for 

parents to work with child at home
– LEA provides training to assist parents’ ability to help child

Level II – Encouraging Parents to Be Involved in School
– Opportunities for parent to help or observe in the classroom
– Tutor

Level III – Parents as Active Partners in Developing Policy
– School Improvement Teams
– School-Wide Teams
– Parent and Family Engagement Policies, Compacts (required)
– Annual Review of  Title I Program (required)

www.ebrschools.org/pdf/p_i_compliance_to_effective_practices.ppt27
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Families play a powerful role in their children’s 
education!

Overall Findings from 40 Years of  Research…

When families are involved, 
children do better in school,

AND
schools do better educating children.
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Questions
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Contact Information

Leslie Bloss
803-734-6037

lbloss@ed.sc.gov
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