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Federal Background & Purpose

The Nita M. Lowey 21st Century Community Learning Centers is a subgrant
Erogram funded by the U.S. Department of Education, authorized by the

lementary and Secondqr{/ Education Act 8}‘ 1965, as amended by the Every
Student Succeeds Act, Title IV, Part B; 20 U.S.C. 7171—7176, and administered by
the South Carolina Department of Education. (Assistance Listing 84.287C)

A 21st CCLC offers academic, artistic, and cultural enrichment opportunities to
students and their families during non-school hours (before or after school) or
periods when school is not in session (including holidays, weekends, or summers).
A community learning center “assists students to meet the ghallenﬁlng state
academic standards by providing the students with academic enrichment
activities” (see the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), Section 4201(b)(1)(A)).
Centers also provide students with “a broad array of other activities durm? non-
school hours or periods when school is not in session.” A 21st CCLC must also

serve the families of participating students with “opportunities for active andscior,.




Competitive Grant

* Grant competition held annually

* Approximately 10 or more grants awarded annually based
on availability of funding

« Maximum award $260,000 per year (includes summer
programming)

» Applicants must score a minimum of 80 to be considered
for funding

» Each application will be scored by 3 peer reviewers  cw




Hours of Operation

* Programs must, at a minimum, provide direct services to students
for ten (10) hours per week at least four (4) days per week,
Monday-Friday, for a minimum of 30 weeks.

* The days of operation must be consistent from week to week and
may include hours before and after school. Before school hours
must be in addition to the required hours afterschool.

» A project may only operate before school for a maximum of two
and a half hours per week (30 minutes a day); the remaining hours
of operation must be after school.




Hours of Operation (Continued)

 All participants must have the opportunity to fully participate in
projects that operate before school. A lack of transportation must
not prohibit any enrolled student from participating in the portion
of the project that operates before school.

 Saturday activities are optional but must not take the place of
after-school programming.

« Summer operations and Saturday academies are optional as
supplementary activities to after-school programming.




Hours of Operation High School

* Programs must, at a minimum, provide direct
services to students for ten (10) hours per week
at least four (4) days per week, Monday-
Saturday, for a minimum of 30 weeks. Saturday
programming is limited to four (4) hours of the
required ten (10) hours and must occur weekly.

* Programs may not operate before school.




Hours of Operation (Continued)

* A lack of transportation must not prohibit any
enrolled student from participating in any
portion of the project, including those portions
that operate on Saturday.

* Summer operations are optional as
supplementary activities to after-school and
Saturday programming.




Eligible Applicants

LEAS

Community Based Organizations

Faith Based Organizations

Indian Tribes/Tribal Organizations

IHES




Ineligible Applicants

* Schools/Sites currently receiving 215t CCLC
funding

» Organizations proposing to serve students
attending schools currently receiving 21st CCLC
funds.




Target Population

e Students who attend schools that receive, or are
eligible to receive, Title | school-wide assistance

* Schools that serve a high percentage of students
from low-income families

* Adult family members of participating students




Program Costs

* Programs are not allowed to charge participants
(e.g., students and their family members) any
fees. All costs associated with 21st CCLC
program activities should be included in the
program budget.




Authorized Activities

» Funds must be used to support activities designed to raise student achievement, improve school
attendance and behavior, and increase the literacy of participants’ adult family members.
Activities must take place primarily after school, before school, during intersession periods, on
weekends, and/or during summer breaks.

The following list is an example of some authorized activities:
« Telecommunications and technology education programs

Drug and violence prevention programs

Cultural programs

Academic enrichment learning programs

Expanded library service hours




Unauthorized Activities

Funds must not be used to

 support activities during normal schools hours unless such activities
target pre-kindergarten children or adult family members of
participating students,

 cover costs associated with any food purchases unless they are part of an
approved cooking class or demonstration or staff professional
development activity,

 provide or support religious activities,

 cover costs associated with any type of fundraising activities




Examples of Unauthorized Activities

* Purchase clothes;

* Purchase vehicles;

* Provide incentives for staff;

 Support activities that occur during normal school hours;

 Provide gift cards, gift certificates or monetary incentives for
students;

* Purchase, construct or renovate a building.




Supplement/Not Supplant

* All 21st CCLC subgrant funds must supplement, not
supplant, existing services and may not be used to
supplant federal, state, local, or nonfederal funds.
Projects may not use subgrant funds to pay for existing
levels of services funded from any other sources or for
any services mandated by state, federal, or local law.




215t CCLC Five Focus Areas

1. Attendance

2. Academics

3. Behavior
4.Family Literacy
5. Sustainability




1. Attendance

 Creating a Safe and Welcoming Afterschool
Environment to Encourage a Student to Attend School
Regularly;

* Providing an Afterschool School Climate That is
Challenging, Rewarding and Fun;

* Monitoring Student Recruitment, Attendance and
Retention in Afterschool for Entire Program Year.




2. Academic Impact

» To Support Academic Achievement/Success in Grade Level Coursework Through 21st
Century CLC Afterschool Homework Support, Direct Instruction, Individualized and Small
Group Tutoring and Other Activities.

» To Achieve Student Academic Growth To Meet and Exceed State and Local Standards in
Core Content Areas Such as Reading, Mathematics & Science as indicated by: Improved
Subject Grades, End-of-Year Tests and MAP Test Scores.

» To Create Academic Programming That Is Not a Mirror Image of the Regular School Day
But Is Aligned with the Regular School Day’s Academic Plan for Each Grade You Serve.
Best Practices: Hiring Some, If Not All, Regular School Day Staff




3. Social/Behavioral Impact

Improving Student Behavior That Supports Three
Basic Expectations:

oParticipation,
oRespect for Adults and Other Students and
oAppropriate Communication.




4. Family Literacy

* Interactive Literacy Activities between parents and their children
(your afterschool students)

« Education for Parents (Parent Education) in facilitating children’s
learning and becoming full partners in their education

 Adult literacy training (Adult Education) that leads to economic
self-sufficiency in the 215t Century and meets adults’ stated goals

* Training on age-appropriate education (Early Care and Education)
to prepare children for success in school and life experiences




5. Sustainability: Community Buy-In

 Building Neighborhood/Community Involvement
Through Growing Partner Support.

* Promoting and Obtaining Community Buy-In For
Afterschool Costs and/or Volunteer Needs.




Enrichments

An important component of an afterschool program are
enrichments. Here’s a list of some enrichment activities:

* Educational field trips

» Character Education

* Arts, Music Recreation

» College and Career Readiness
 STEM/STEAM

* Mentoring




Partnerships

Partners are key in helping 215t CCLC programs sustain and provide
additional services to students. They can also assist with items that
215t CCLC funds can not provide. Some items such as:

* Food
* Incentives for students and/or teachers

* Unrestricted money




Program Monitoring

215t CCLC program office conducts 2 types of monitoring:
« On-site
» Desktop

the sub-grantee is addressing or making progress toward all the required objectives (academics, attendance,
behavior, family literacy and sustainability);

* 215t CCLC site expenses/costs are reasonable, necessary and allocable;

* the sub-grantee is following all reporting and budgetary requirements; and




Allowable Costs

* Salaries

 Benefits
 Transportation
 Supplies/Materials

» Educational Field Trips
» Technology
 Curriculum




Unallowable Costs

Include

* Food purchases including snacks (except for approved
cooking classes or staff professional development)

* Non-educational field trips (such as amusement parks)
 Gift cards or other monetary incentives

« Equipment or supplies that cost $5,000 or more per unit
* Marketing materials or services

* Purchase of vehicles
e Con Iction or renovati



Expending Funds

* Funds will be disbursed on a reimbursement
basis once programs submit expenditure claims.

* Supporting documents for claims must be
retained for monitoring and auditing purposes.




Questions???




Joyce Patterson jypatterson@ed.sc.gov;
803-734-8291

Jamaal Perry jperry@ed.sc.gov; 803-734-8116



mailto:jypatterson@ed.sc.gov
mailto:jperry@ed.sc.gov
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