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Signed Languages Exemption Letter

According to the United States Department of Education (USED), under the former Title VII of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), as amended by the Improving America’s Schools Act (IASA), Title VII was designed to address the needs of students whose language minority status was tied to their national origin status; hence it provided services to students covered by the Lau obligation under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, rather than students with disabilities, individuals cannot be considered multilingual learners (MLs) solely because of their reliance on American Sign Language (ASL), or other signed languages, for communication due to deafness or a hearing impairment.
Although ASL and other signed languages (e.g., Mexican Sign Language (MSL), etc.) are considered languages other than English, if English and/or any signed language is the only language(s) listed on the Home Language Survey (HLS), the student must not participate in English language proficiency (ELP) screening. If a language(s) other than English/a signed language is listed on the HLS, the student will participate in ELP screening.
Students whose HLS indicates English and a signed language for communication due to deafness or hearing impairment only do not meet the criteria for participation in the Multilingual Learner Program (MLP).


Therefore, _______________________________________________(student name), ID# ___________________________ (student ID), grade ______, is being removed from the MLP.

Please contact the district’s Title III coordinator if you have any questions.

School District ________________________________________________________

School________________________________________________________________

Title III Coordinator (Name) ______________________________________________

Title III Coordinator (Signature) ___________________________________________

Date _______________________________________________________________
OFSA/ Title III, Multilingual Learner Program
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