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Missed last week's memos?

All SCDE weekly memo communications are archived here. Individual memos can be found
on the School District Memoranda Archive.

COVID-19

DHEC Guidance Documents

The South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC) continues to
update their school based guidance documents with the latest public health information
related to COVID-19. Please take a moment to review this important information.

School & Childcare Centers (COVID-19)

Abbott BinaxNOW Rapid Result COVID-19 Test Kits

Recent Disease Activity by County Report (as of 12/16/2020)

DHEC Interim School Guidance - Response to COVID-19 Cases - Updated

AAP recommends athletes wear cloth face coverings - New

Celebrating the Holidays Safely

COVID-19 Cases Associated with Staff & Students

DHEC began reporting positive COVID-19 cases in K-12 schools on September 4, 2020.
Since that time, there have been 6,651 positive cases among K-12 students and staff who
attended school face to face during their infectious period. During that same time period (9/4
to 12/20) DHEC has reported 149,963 positive cases among all South Carolinians.

This means that positive cases among K-12 students who attended school and staff account
for just 4.4% of South Carolina’s total since K-12 positive case reporting began. Public and
private K-12 students and staff make up approximately one fifth of South Carolina’s total
population.

COVID-19 Cases Associated with Staff & Students (as of 12/22/2020)
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2021-22 School Calendars

AUDIENCE: District Superintendents, District Instructional Leaders, Public Information
Officers

CONTACT: Sarah Longshore (Calendars), sclongshore@ed.sc.gov, or David Mathis
(eLearning), dmathis@ed.sc.gov

South Carolina Code of Laws 59-1-425 requires that all school districts establish a school
calendar with 180 instructional days and designate annually at least three days within their
school calendar to be used as make-up days. All school districts must include three make-up
days in their 2021-22 school calendars. This includes districts approved as eLearning
districts in the eLearning Pilot Project. Proviso 1A.69 allows districts approved as elLearning
Districts, the ability to provide virtual instruction during the scheduled make-up days.

While additional flexibility was granted during the 2020—-21 school year due to the COVID-19
pandemic, all statutory requirements, including make-up days, will remain in effect for the
2021-22 school year unless changes are made during the upcoming legislative session. As a
result, districts should ensure they comply with applicable state statutes and regulations as
2021-22 school year calendars are developed.

2021-22 School Calendars - Memo PDF (134 KB)

Release of 2019 Census Data for School Year 2021-
22 Title |, Part A Allocations

AUDIENCE: District Superintendents, Title |, Part A Coordinators
CONTACT: Jewell Stanley, jstanley@ed.sc.gov

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide updates regarding allocations under Title I,
Part A of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as amended by the Every
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). The U.S. Department of Education (USED) will use the 2019
Census data to calculate school year (SY) 2021-22 allocations under Title |, Part A ESSA.

Please find the attached table that shows the 2019 population and poverty estimates for the
local educational agencies (LEAs) in South Carolina, which the United States Census Bureau
(Census Bureau) released on December 8, 2020. These data are also available at:
http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/saipe.html

Release of 2019 Census Data for School Year 2021-22 Title I, Part A Allocations - Memo
PDF (160 KB)

2019 Census Poverty Data by Local Education Agency - Attachment Excel (50 KB)

HEALTH & NUTRITION

South Carolina Farm to School Junior Chef
Competition

AUDIENCE: CATE Administrators, Food Service Directors
CONTACT: Chris Strong, cstrong@ed.sc.gov

The South Carolina Department of Education (SCDE) Office of Health and Nutrition (OHN) is
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pleased to announce the 2nd Annual South Carolina Farm to School Junior Chef Competition.
Culinary teams consisting of a coach and 2-5 team members in grades 9-12 may enter. Only
local educational agencies (LEAs) participating in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP)
are eligible.

To enter, teams must submit a completed application packet along with their recipe and
nutritional analysis by March 19, 2021. The application packet is available from your local
Food Service Department or online at the SCDE Health and Nutrition website:
https://ed.sc.gov/districts-schools/nutrition/special-programs/2021-sc-junior-chef-

competition/.
South Carolina Farm to School Junior Chef Competition - Memo PDF (137 KB)

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING

Office of Early Learning and Literacy Professional
Learning Opportunities for Spring 2021

AUDIENCE: District Superintendents, District Early Childhood Coordinators, District Read to
Succeed Liaisons

CONTACT: Wendy Burgess, wburgess@ed.sc.gov, or Marie Gibbons,
mgibbons@ed.sc.gov

The Office of Early Learning and Literacy (OELL) supports South Carolina’s districts and
schools by providing early learning professional development opportunities (PLOs). During
spring 2021, the OELL will offer several free PLOs for teachers, teaching assistants, reading
coaches, and administrators that will consist of face-to-face experiences and virtual meetings
to focus on literacy instructional strategies that impact student learning for students in four-
year-old kindergarten (4K) through middle school. Participation in these PLO sessions will
afford attendees the opportunity to deepen their knowledge and understanding of the Profile
of a Ready Kindergartener, Profile of the South Carolina Graduate, South Carolina Early
Learning Standards (SC-ELS), and South Carolina College- and Career-Ready Standards.
The early learning 4K PLOs will be certified for South Carolina Department of Social Services
(DSS) credit hours.

Office of Early Learning and Literacy Professional Learning Opportunities for Spring
2021 - Memo PDF (234 KB)

South Carolina Department of Education

www.ed.sc.gov



https://ed.sc.gov/districts-schools/nutrition/special-programs/2021-sc-junior-chef-competition/
https://ed.sc.gov/newsroom/school-district-memoranda-archive/south-carolina-farm-to-school-junior-chef-competition/south-carolina-farm-to-school-junior-chef-competition-memo/
mailto:wburgess@ed.sc.gov
mailto:mgibbons@ed.sc.gov
https://ed.sc.gov/newsroom/school-district-memoranda-archive/office-of-early-learning-and-literacy-professional-learning-opportunities-for-spring-2021/office-of-early-learning-and-literacy-professional-learning-opportunities-for-spring-2021-memo/
http://www.ed.sc.gov
https://www.facebook.com/scdoe
https://twitter.com/EducationSC
https://www.instagram.com/educationsc/

