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MEMORANDUM 
 
 

TO: District Superintendents 
 District Instructional Leaders 
  
FROM: David M. Mathis, Ed.D.  
 Deputy Superintendent, Division of College and Career Readiness 
 
DATE: September 15, 2020 
 
RE: South Carolina Dyslexia Handbook 
 
On May 18, 2018, Governor Henry McMaster signed into law Act 213, which directed districts 
to begin implementation of a Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS). MTSS addresses the 
needs of the whole child – academically, behaviorally, socially, and emotionally – through a 
holistic and personalized system of learning that incorporates academics and social emotional 
into one framework. A core component of Act 213 involves both identifying and supporting 
students with reading difficulties, including dyslexia. 
 
To better serve students with dyslexia, the SC Learning Disorders Task Force (LDTF) 
recommended the developed of a statewide dyslexia handbook. In March 2020, the South 
Carolina Department of Education (SCDE) assembled a committee of representatives from the 
educational, medical, and research fields to begin writing the handbook using a framework 
provided by the LDTF. The completed handbook may be found here: 
https://ed.sc.gov/instruction/early-learning-and-literacy/multi-tiered-system-of-supports-mtss/sc-
dyslexia-handbook/.  
 
The handbook will serve as a resource for educators on effective reading instruction and 
interventions for students with reading difficulties including dyslexia. The handbook covers 
areas such as, the qualities of effective Tier 1 (core) reading instruction, how to screen students 
for reading difficulties and progress monitor, and how educators can best serve students 
identified as having dyslexia or other reading difficulties. It also contains resources for parents as 
well as teacher professional development information. 
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We recommend that school administrators and reading/literacy coaches incorporate this 
handbook into school professional development. Additionally, a video overview of the handbook 
for educators will be available soon on the handbook webpage. Lastly, all districts should be 
reminded that the SCDE has dyslexia virtual modules available for educators here: 
https://ed.sc.gov/districts-schools/special-education-services/additional-information-and-
assistance/dyslexia-and-other-reading-disorders/.  
 
Additionally, the Office of Early Learning and Literacy (OELL) will incorporate the handbook 
into their fall and spring professional learning opportunities (PLOs), and will include more 
training for districts on the handbook as the year evolves. 
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