ﬂ% SOUTH CAROLINA
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

MEMORANDUM

TO: District Superintendents
Federal Program Directors
ESEATItle [l MLP Coordinators
PowerSchool IT Contacts
District Test Coordinators — ELL
Report Card/Accountability Coordinators

FROM: Jewell Stanley
Director, Office of Federal and State Accountability

DATE: December 16, 2025
RE: Multilingual Learners Who Take WIDA ACCESS - WIDA Standard Setting

During the testing window from January 21 to March 6, 2026, Local Education
Agencies (LEAs) will administer the new WIDA ACCESS to all eligible multilingual
learners (MLs).

WIDA will conduct a standard setting in July 2026. Score results are expected on
time. For the 2025-26 academic year, WIDA will continue using the current
proficiency levels (1.0-6.0) on Individual Student Reports (ISRs) to prevent
confusion.

Starting the 2026-27 academic year, ISRs will reflect the new scale scores and
proficiency levels.

These updates apply only to WIDA ACCESS; WIDA Alternate ACCESS procedures
remain unchanged.

Ifapplicable, any changes to ML reclassification or accountability will be
communicated when available.

Please use the latest South Carolina English Language Proficiency Codes for the
Title llI/Multilingual Learner Program (MLP), available on the ESEA, Title Ill, Part A/
Multilingual Learner Program website under the PowerSchool drop-down menu.

For questions, please contact the SCDE Title llI/Multilingual Learner Program (MLP)
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team at TitlellIMLP@ed.sc.gov. For questions regarding ELP assessment
administration, please contact Dr. Meghan Walters-Branham at
mgwalters@ed.sc.gov.
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