Learn, Evaluate, Analyze, & Prepare (LEAP) Added Instructional Days
Pre- and Post-Assessment Requirements

This document has been created to provide additional information regarding the funding
approved by the General Assembly for five additional instructional days at the start of the school
year for students in grades 4K through eighth grade. These five days have been identified as
Learn, Evaluate, Analyze, and Prepare (LEAP) days and are mandatory for all districts. LEAP
days must be used for face-to-face assessment activities and/or instruction.

This document also includes information on legislatively required pre- and post-assessments.
Which students should attend?

Not all 4K—8th grade students in a district must be involved in all five learning preparation days.
Those students deemed critical to attend, as well as how many days they will need to attend,
should be determined based on the identified needs of students in a district. This does not
preclude districts from providing similar additional days for students in grades 9—12 if district-
level funding is available. Districts should place the highest priority on engaging students that
have demonstrated significant learning gaps or specialized needs, such as students that:

e Experienced low engagement during the 2020 distance learning period;

e Have demonstrated learning gaps on prior assessments and diagnostic tools;

e Are in process for evaluation related to special education or English learner status; and/or
e Are homeless or migrant.

When should the days be placed?

e LEAP days must occur at the start of traditional school calendar.

e Districts may schedule the LEAP days prior to the typical days allocated for teacher
preparation at the start of a year or after the teacher preparation days.

e LEAP days do not have to be done consecutively so long as they come before start of
traditional school calendar.

e LEAP days cannot be used to extend traditional school calendar days or provide
instruction on weekends.

What activities should occur during learning preparation days?
In planning for LEAP days, districts should develop a clear plan to document and communicate
activities and desired outcomes. These activities may include:

1. Revisiting Prior Content and Skills- While an additional five days of instruction cannot
fully gain back everything that was lost during the period of school closure, districts may
use learning preparation days to provide a head start on learning in the new school year
by giving students opportunities to revisit prior content and skills. These activities should
be especially targeted to students identified as in greatest need for additional learning
time by districts, and these efforts could be facilitated and enhanced by district use of
adaptive learning platforms.



2. Diagnostic Activities- The disruption of the 2019-2020 school year led to diminished
availability and reliability of traditional tools for assessing student readiness and learning
such as grades and test scores. As a result, districts may use learning preparation days to
engage in diagnosis of student readiness in small groups. These activities can include
those traditionally mandated at the start of the year (KRA, etc.) or those selected by a
district to meet specific needs. Districts can also consider using existing MTSS-screening
tools. Finally, districts could use these days to complete in-progress evaluation of
students for eligibility for services as an English learner or under the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).

3. Data Analysis- Time during learning preparation days can be used to give staff the
chance to engage in collaborative analysis of existing data sources, including data on
student engagement levels and grades from spring 2020, Literacy Assessment Portfolios,
and formative assessment data from tools like Measure of Academic Progress (MAP) and
district benchmarks. This work is especially important for teachers of courses with
“looping” standards (i.e. - Algebra 1 standards “loop” from pre-Algebra standards). The
establishment of collaborative data analysis can also afford teachers the opportunity to
garner authentic and meaningful data and feedback from a student’s prior teachers that
can provide invaluable insights that are unlikely to be captured by diagnostic test
instruments alone.

4. Social and Emotional Preparation- Districts may use learning preparation days to help
students with building social and emotional readiness for a return to school. This can
include opportunities to experience closure with last year’s teachers, build relationships
with new teachers, and work with counselors and other staff to address student feelings
about the disruptions caused by COVID-19 and by the return to school. Schools should
also provide opportunities for students to discuss and process the shared experience of the
pandemic. The SCDE is engaging with the SC Department of Mental Health and other
partners to identify braided/blended mental health supports to address both students’ and
teachers’ physical and emotional wellness needs, and these resources could be wonderful
tools for learning preparation days.

5. Review of Individual Education Programs (IEPs)- Decisions about lack of progress
and additional needs for students with disabilities depend on data about progress and
needs for all students. If an IEP team determines supplemental services are needed, this
may mean a change in the student's least restrictive environment or a change in the
intensity or amount of services and supports. Some decisions about compensatory
services, particularly for students with more significant disabilities, can be made as soon
as the team has gap data. Other decisions about supplemental services will be made after
remediation/recovery services have been provided for all and additional data have been
gathered. Once remediation/recovery services have been provided for all students, the
IEP team should consider the following questions:

A. What was the student's rate of progress from August 2019 to March 2020?
B. Where was the student performing at the end of in-person services in March
20207



C. What was the student's rate of progress from August 2019 to March 20207
D. Ifthere is a gap, how much of the gap is due to the impact of the closure on all
students and how much of the gap is due to student's disability?

6. Establishing Routines and Procedures- All educators know the value of establishing
clear and consistent routines at the start of the school year, and that will be critically
important in the coming year due to the introduction of routines and procedures that will
be new for all staff and learners. As a result, districts could use learning preparation days
to introduce and acclimate students to school procedures and expectations (especially
those instituted in response to COVID-19) as well as finalizing student schedules. This,
in turn, will accelerate the capacity of schools to focus on instruction of content and skills
when the regular school year begins.

7. Professional Development- Since districts do not have to bring in every student on every
learning preparation day, districts could schedule time for teachers to engage in extended
professional learning opportunities. This professional learning should be specifically
designed to help teachers meet the unique challenges of re-starting school in the fall.
Priority should be given to topics such as developing instruction aligned to learning
progressions and essential readiness standards, developing and delivering engaging
distance learning experiences, and meeting the social-emotional needs of students,
including the use of trauma-informed practices. Some of these resources are currently
available through VirtualSC, but districts can also develop their own resources based on
their staffing and localized needs.

Additional Information on Pre- and Post-Assessment Requirements per Act 142

When and to whom must a pre-assessment be given?

e [Ifa district hosts a face-to-face Academic Recovery Camp (ARC) in the summer, all
students participating in the ARC must receive a pre-assessment.

e A pre-assessment must be administered to all students in grades 4K—8th grade within the
first ten days of school.

e Districts may fulfill the legislative pre-assessment requirement for 4K—8th grade during
LEAP days or during the first ten days of school.

¢ Ninth grade students should be assessed during the first ten days of school using one of
the approved SCDE benchmark assessments.

o Although not reimbursable from the SCDE, districts do have the option to assess
students in grades 10—12 for their own data collection purposes.

When must a post-assessment be given?

e A post-assessment must be given to all students before the end of the 2020 calendar year
(December 2020).


https://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess123_2019-2020/bills/5202.htm

*ARC: K-3 Students (July 2020)
*Pre-assessment must be given
*Post-assessment must be given by the end of the camp or during LEAP Days

J/

\
*LEAP: Students 4K-8 (Five Additional Days)

*Pre-assessment can be given during LEAP, if not, pre-assessment can be administered
during the first 10 days of school

*Districts may choose to offer face-to-face instruction

J/

*Pre- and Post-Assessments for "all students" \

*During the first 10 days of school, pre-assess students in grades 4k—8th not assessed
during LEAP

* 9th grade students must be assessed during the first 10 days of school

*Districts can choose to assess students in grades 10—12 (not reimburseable from the
SCDE)

*Post-assessment must be given by December 2020 Y,

For more information, a memo was provided to districts on July 2, 2020, with additional
information related to pre-and post-assessments and reimbursements.


https://ed.sc.gov/newsroom/school-district-memoranda-archive/required-pre-and-post-assessments-for-academic-recovery-camps-and-the-2020-21-school-year/required-pre-and-post-assessments-for-academic-recovery-camps-and-the-2020-21-school-year-memo/

