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MEMORANDUM

TO: District Superintendents
High School Principals
Middle School Principals
School Counselors

FROM: David M. Mathis, Ed.D.
Deputy Superintendent, Division of College and Career Readiness

DATE: August 24, 2021

RE: Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (JROTC)

A recent federal amendment paved the way for the South Carolina Department of Education (SCDE) to
now allow eighth grade students to take a credit-bearing course in JROTC 1, beginning with the 2021-22
school year, for those cadet units approved by the military headquarters affiliated with the high school
program. Potential eighth grade cadets must be within physical proximity of a ninth grade JROTC unit,
and the program must meet additional requirement as determined by the applicable branch of the US
Armed Forces.

Currently, JROTC is a Physical Education (PE) replacement in the SC high school graduation
requirements found in SBE Regulation 43-234. The Uniform Grading Policy (UGP) and Reg.43-232
prohibit PE or health for high school credit until the time in which the district considers students to be
ninth graders. Therefore, JROTC 1 in the eighth grade is for elective credit only and will not count as the
PE requirement for the SC High School Diploma.

Any eighth-grade student taking JROTC 1 must be subsequently scheduled for PE 1 or Marching Band
with PE, if applicable, during high school matriculation. Students without the appropriate PE credit, or its
equivalent, will not meet graduation requirements. Middle school students cannot retake JROTC 1 in high
school as a PE substitute unless it is a retake as allowed by the UGP. Schools must create a consent form
wherein students and parents acknowledge and agree to abide by these restrictions.

Any middle school that participates in this program, must first email a copy of the military authorization
along with a sample of the consent form to Laura McNair at Imcnair@ed.sc.gov. The Division of College
and Career Readiness will annually review JROTC 1 middle school enrollment data to ensure students are
appropriately scheduled to timely meet their graduation requirements.
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