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MEMORANDUM 

TO: District Superintendents 
Principals and Assistant Principals 
Dual Language Immersion Program Contacts 
World Language Coordinators 

FROM: Kristi D. Austin, PhD 
Director, Office of Assessment and Standards 

DATE: May 13, 2026 

RE: Dual Language Immersion (DLI) Endorsement Pathways, Survey and Courses 

On September 2, 2025, the State Board of Education approved three Endorsement 
Pathways for DLI Teachers, DLI Coaches, and DLI Instructional Leaders. 

The coursework and training associated with these certification endorsements are 
intended to enhance the skills and build capacity of educators, coaches, and instructional 
leaders who participate in DLI programs.  

Participation in endorsement coursework is optional and open to any educator or 
instructional leader who is interested. 

The requirements to add each Dual Language Immersion endorsement are as follows: 
• Dual Language Immersion Teacher Endorsement 

6 semester hours (2 courses) 
• Dual Language Immersion Coach Endorsement 

9 semester hours (3 courses) 
• Dual Language Immersion Instructional Leader Endorsement 

12 semester hours (4 courses) 
 
For additional information on requirements and course descriptions visit:  
Endorsements for Dual Language Immersion. 
 
To best serve the field, the Office of Assessment and Standards is conducting a Statewide 
Survey to gather interest from educators and instructional leaders who may wish to 

https://ed.sc.gov/educators/certification/certification-legislation-and-policy/certification-regulations/dual-language-endorsements/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAANAAUKgAktUMVdPVUdPVVJRQ0VYTFZEUDhaUDc1QUQ3Ri4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAANAAUKgAktUMVdPVUdPVVJRQ0VYTFZEUDhaUDc1QUQ3Ri4u&route=shorturl
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pursue coursework leading to one or more DLI endorsements through the VirtualSC 
Professional Development branch. The survey responses will support SCDE in:    

• Planning endorsement coursework offerings; and 
• Establishing appropriate timelines. 

 
Completion of the survey does not commit participants to enrolling in any course. The 
survey is intended solely to help the South Carolina Department of Education understand 
statewide interest, needs, and readiness.  Districts and schools are encouraged to share 
the survey with teachers, instructional coaches, principals, assistant principals, and other 
staff supporting or interested in Dual Language Immersion programs. 

VirtualSC PD will open registration for its first course, Foundations of Dual Language 
Immersion, required for all three pathways, on August 10. 2026. For more information on 
course enrollment, please visit: https://virtualscpd.com/. 

For questions about course enrollment, please contact Rebecca Velasquez 
(RVelasquez@ed.sc.gov), Virtual SC Education Associate. 

For any additional questions, please contact Dr. Rocio Zalba (rzalba@ed.sc.gov), 
Education Associate for World Languages. 

 
 

 
 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvirtualscpd.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crzalba%40ed.sc.gov%7C9ca9267ef1954126c0a708dea1548df3%7C2704e2c529f54f7eb91cbd56f0685995%7C0%7C0%7C639125582167725328%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=godmHmP0i4aw6xk5adfLx2Kv0NgnA6tTQp272l8m8XY%3D&reserved=0
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