CELL PHONE USE

IN SCHOOLS

A survey of South Carolina teachers on the impact of cell phone
use in classroomes.

WHO RESPONDED?

Between May 27 and June 7, teachers responded to a four-question survey, sent to all educators statewide, about their experiences with
student cell phone use in their schools. The responses spanned 4,816 elementary, 2,834 middle, 1,785 high, and 303 administrative and support
staff. Teachers also had the opportunity to provide open-ended feedback on the topic. Major themes of their responses are described below.

WHAT DID THEY SAY?

What phrase best described the effect
of cell phone use on your classes?

To be effective, a cell phone policy should...

TOTAL
1,647 - Daily disruption in most or - Completely prevent cell
17% all of my classes. phone access during entire
Less than daily but at least school day.
1,440 weekly in some classes. 3623 \ Limit access in classrooms,
15% Only occasional disruption 57% but alloyv between classes
1210 in a few of my classes. and during lunch.
i2% No impact. Leave it up to the individual
teacher to determine when
cell phones are allowed.
BY GRADE LEVEL
PK-5 48% 10% 16% 27% PK-5 43% 11%
68 20% | 18% 8% 68 20% 5%
9-12 83% 9% 7% 2% 9-12 49% 7%
Other 48% 9% 15% 29% Other 39% 13%

What phrase best describes your school
or district’s handling of cell phones?

How much daily instructional time is lost due
to cell phone use or related distractions?

535,5%
- I'm not aware of a policy
2,715 preventing phone use in class. 1,812 - >4 Hours
28% \ It has done work on a policy, but 253;‘: 19% 1 - 3 Hours
2,627 it doesn't go far enough. ~ 30-60 Minutes
27% It has done work on a policy, but 1,538 Less Than 30 Minutes
3,131 it's not effectively implemented. 2938 16% None
32% It has an effective policy that ?:O%
limits use and distractions.
PK-5 24% 30% 32% PK-5 EZANEETN 15% 23% 41%
6-8 34% 30% 31% 6-8 T 15% 43% 22%
9-12 25% 42% 12% 9-12 28% 21% 29% 10%
Other 27% 26% 34% Other |BANTAM 11% | 24% 43%

WHAT MAJOR THEMES EMERGED?

Behavioral and Social Issues e Distraction from Learning e

e Differentiated Policies by Grade Level o
on Teacher Morale o °
Social Impact e

e Policy Enforcement Challenges e Positive Impact of Bans e
e Support for Educators e
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e Impact on Discipline ¢ Impact on Classroom Management e Impact

* Negative




