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Uniform Grading Policy

« Tuesday, April 12, 2016, Dr. Julie Fowler and Dr.
Sheila Quinn presented the 10-point Uniform
Grading Policy to the State Board of Education.

* The State Board of Education (SBE) unanimously
voted to implement a 10-point grading scale and
conversion chart effective in the 2016-17 school
year.

« Beginning with the 2016-17 school year, all districts
will implement the 10-point scale in courses for high
school credit.




Rationale for 10-Point Scale

* Gives South Carolina Students a fair opportunity to apply
for admissions and scholarships

All surrounding States are on a 10-point scale
* Provides continuity for military families and students

* Provides a seamless transition from high school to college
outlined in the Profile of the South Carolina Graduate




Uniform Grading Policy

10-Point Scale
Today’s Objectives

Examine the new 10-point scale and quality point
conversion chart for GPAs

Examine the effect of the 10-point scale on summer
VirtualSC courses and beyond

Review Transcript Template Changes

Answer questions from Middle/High School
Counselors on the implementation of the 10-point
scale




Grade Conversion
Chart




Current Uniform Grading Scale

Numerical Letter College Prep Honors AP/IB/
Average Grade Dual Credit

100 A 4875 9.375 9.875
99 A 4.750 9.250 0.750

98 A 4625 9.125 9.625
97 A 4.500 5.000 9.500

96 A 4.375 4.875 9.375

95 A 4.250 4.750 9.250

94 A 4125 4625 9.125
93 A 4.000 4.500 5.000

92 B 3.875 4 375 4875

91 B 3.750 4.250 4.750

90 B 3.625 4125 4.625
89 B 3.500 4.000 4.500

88 B 3.375 3.875 4. 375

87 B 3.250 3.750 4.250

86 B 3.125 3.625 4125

B 3.000 3.500 4.000

85




New 10 Point Conversion Chart

Grade in Course CP Weighting  Honors Weighting AP/IB Weighting
100 5 5.5 6
99 4.9 5.4 5.9
98 4.8 5.3 5.8
97 4.7 5.2 5.7
96 4.6 5.1 5.6
95 4.5 5 5.5
94 4.4 4.9 5.4
93 4.3 4.8 5.3
92 4.2 4.7 5.2
91 4.1 4.6 5.1
90 4 4.5 5
89 3.9 4.4 4.9
88 3.8 4.3 4.8
87 3.7 4.2 4.7
86 3.6 4.1 4.6
85 3.5 4 4.5
84 3.4 3.9 4.4
83 3.3 3.8 4.3
82 3.2 3.7 4.2
81 3.1 3.6 4.1

80 3 3.5 4



Phase in with 9t Grade Class
Discussion

* PowerSchool will not accommodate a phase in
due to how it processes GPAs for transcripts

* Other modeled states did not phase in

» Student examples of why phasing in new scale
could be problematic

* Scale will not be retroactive; it will impact grades
going forward




PowerSchool
Integration




How PowerSchool Determines GPA

e Grades are entered in PowerSchool
e Grade Scale is determined by Course Section

eGrade Scale determines two values (weighted and unweighted quality points)

eThree values are permanently stored in PowerSchool (original grade and the two
GPAs)

e Weighted and Unweighted GPAs are calculated “when requested” and
transferred to transcript

e GPAs on transcripts are calculated when you make the request per what was
stored

*Note: Transcripts will denote that in the 2016-17 school year, the
grading scale changed to a 10 point grading scale




®
Details of Implementing a 10 Point

Scale

PowerSchool

Lock and store all grades at the end of the 15-16 school year
under the 7 point scale.

Enter and store summer school grades on the 7 point grade
scale

After August 15 or first day of school, convert to 10 pt scale

PowerSchool will store all grades and associated quality points
going forward with the new grading scale.

At the conclusion of the 16-17 school year, PowerSchool will
average the quality points stored on 7pt scale with the quality
points on the 10 pt. scale to determine a GPA
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Presentation Notes
Impact on Virtual


Discussions with
Institutions of
Higher Education




*Who was involved?

* Commission on Higher Education
*SC Institutions of Higher Learning
*School Districts Across the State

* Other Stakeholders

-




Impact on Lottery
Scholarship Program




Lottery Scholarships

* HOPE Scholarship -3.0 GPA

$2800 one time scholarship

* LIFE- 3.0 GPA; top 30% of class; 24 on ACT
Composite Score or 1100 SAT

S5000 scholarship annually if student maintains 3.0 GPA in college

* Palmetto Fellows — 3.5 GPA; top 6% of class;

27 on ACT Composite Score or 1200 on SAT

$6700 or $7500 if STEM major annually if student maintains 3.0 in
college




Impact of Students Earning a 3.0
(“B” average)

* 2013 40,999 students would score “B” or
better approximately 13,000 more students

* 2014 41,588 students would score “B” or
better approximately 12,700 more students

* 2015 42,874 students would score “B” or
better approximately 12,000 more students



Presenter
Presentation Notes
So, because of the increase in student numbers and their financial needs, the General Assembly will need to address the funding issue. As school counselors we will operate under the guidelines presented as they are made available to us. And I will keep you informed as things change or not.


VirtualSC

Ms. Katina Montgomery
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Grading Scale — Summer 2016

e Summer courses begin June 8, 2016.

o All Summer 2016 courses will fall under the
7-point grading scale regardless of student
completion date, student grade level, or
course end date.

« World Language courses that run from
Summer 2016 (June) — Fall 2016 (Dec) will
also fall under the 7 — point grading scale.

\ﬁrtual




Grading Scale — Fall 2016 & Beyond

e VirtualSC will implement the 10-point grading
scale for all courses beginning with the Fall
2016 session - September 7, 2016.

 Middle school students who take VirtualSC
courses for high school credit beginning Fall
2016 will also have final grades applied under
the 10-point grading scale.

 CR grades will continue to be applied to student
transcripts based on local school district policy.

\6rtual




Transcript Template
Changes

Mr. Wyatt Cothran




State of South Carolina
Standard High School Transcript - FINAL | Zresemeiarss
Graduation Date: 300 Calumbia Averue
Class Of: 2016 Chapin, SC 25006
Diploma Type: State of SC Diploma Tef: (BOZ) 575-5400 F ax: (B0D) 5TE-5420
District NamefAddress.
Your District’s Name
Your District's Adsress
Your District's Chy, State and Zip
Tl [Ban) wnn-scnncs Fan: (Ban) oon-moes
Crs 1D Course Tite Term  Grd  Mak  Crede Cn D Course Tile Term Ged  Mark  Cres
110411 Chapin Middle School
411 THNHW MG1H R 7 a7 1.00
E100GLCH Keyboarting 1 T a 0.50
111.12 Chapin Middle School
301 THNHW ENG 1 HN YR B %3 1.00
MEEIGLCW SPANI YR ] a9 1.00
1412 THNHW GEOM HN YR ] 100 1.00
112:13 Chapin Schoal
30 1ZALHW HE.W'ZHM YR ] o8 1.00
L211ATHH PRECHEM HN ALA -3 ] -] a3 0.50
132 11AZHH PREPHYS HN ALA 82 ] 98 0.50
[2ZALHW BIO 1 MN ALA YR © 92 1.00
IITEALAW HUM GEO AP ALA YR L] a2 1.00
3441D0CW PE1FAMD YR ] 100 1.00
135600 1CH DESIGN FOUND 1 s ] %8 0.50
350003CH PHOTO 1 82 ] a8 0.50
13652ALCW SPAN 2 ALA YR 8 100 1.00
M1 1ZALHW ALG 2 HN ALA YR ] a7 1.00
11314 C School
ntm ’mi M ALA YR 0 86 1.00
IETIAPAW CHEM AP YR 10 G4 1.00
LTRBAW CHEM AP LAB YR 10 G4 1.00
LIATTALAW WLD HIS AP ALA YR 10 96 1.00
|33BBALCW LEADERSHIP ALA YR 0 a9 1.00
(IEEIALCW SPANISH 3 ALA YR 10 100 1.00
MI3IHNHW  PRECALC MN YR 10 97 1.00
JE0B1PLEW INTRO ENG DES DC YR 10 a7 1.00
1415 th School
0T1APA "BL“II‘IGMU YR n a5 1.00
I2TIAPAW BIO 2 AP YR " G4 1.00
QTABAW B0 2 AP LAB YR " G4 1.00
(A0 008 BCH SCi1 LAB TECH 82 1" 100 050
326ESTHW RESEARCH 1 HN YR 1" a7 1.00
32000 US HIST/ICONS HN YR " a7 1.00
141 TOBCAW CALC ABBC AP 51 " 96 1.00
141 TZBCAW CALCBCAP.S 82 " 94 1.00
scuergn 4.0 GPA
GPA Summary 4.837 a2
Class Rank ool 279
Date Calc utated September 11, 2015
Credit Summary
Total Credit Attempled: 28.00
Total Credits Earned: 28.00
A e ]
et ) P e S e b asch . #
e 10, A T I 2 0
Oficial Date: 11,3018

A achaater dak 3 8 Lase ceie
et e relecin Veork n Progeess.

An ofcial sighalare ancion seal s required for manually printed yamscnps (FDF formal).

An oMo ugnatse | FFEG fomal) s reguined for pts sent Wa secure

information about the South Caroling Unitorm Grading Policy can ba found ar




CHANGES TO THE SC TRANSCRIPT TEMPLATE

« Right now, the only definite change is to add a
snippet of text explaining the transition to a 10-
point grade scale for the 2016-17 school year.

* \WWe’re hoping to send a couple of potential
changes out to district advisory committees for
comment early next month.




Preparation for
Changes to UGP




SCDE Implementation Plan
* Communication to district level leadership

 Collaboration with CHE and Institutions of Higher
Learning

* Recommendations for Districts to communicate with
local boards, parents, students, and community
members

 Statewide faculty meeting for teachers (May 2, 2016) -
video archive available (Video link was sent out earlier)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Education Business Summit – June 26-29
School Counselors Webinar today and we will also address the 10-point UGP again in August and September during our regional trainings



SCDE Implementation Plan

* South Carolina Department of Education training with
constituency groups

Training Dates:

* Audience Specific Webinars and Regional Trainings from
Respective Offices

* Instructional Leaders will receive information by June 1 about
Camtasia videos available for teachers to access all summer

* Professional Development provided via Camtasia videos available
to access all summer for PowerSchool Coordinators and Clerks

* SCASA i3 Summer Institute-June 19-22 for Secondary Principals

* Research to Practice-July 11-15 at River Bluff High School in
Lexington One for Teachers

* Education Business Summit-June 26-29 in Greenville: CATE
Teachers and Directors, Counselors and CDFs, Gen Ed and Sped
Teachers, Administrators



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Education Business Summit – June 26-29
School Counselors Webinar today and we will also address the 10-point UGP again in August and September during our regional trainings



School Counselor

Considerations

* What is impacted by this change?
National Honor Society
Beta Club/Student Organizations
Transfer Students
IGP Conferences
GPA and Class Ranking
State and Local Scholarships
Communication with stakeholders



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Counselors if you are responsible for any of these areas or serve on these committees please be aware that there will now be a need to revisit the requirements, make changes to the information pertaining to the UGP and explore how you relay this information to your stakeholders.


Discussion
and
Questions



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Please type your questions on the message board and we will do our best to answer them or convey to you the proper contact person for an answer.


Questions From The Field

*Transfer Students:

1. What happens when a student transfers in?

Will PS recognize the historical data prior to 16/17
based on completion dates or will the school

counselor/data personnel have to enter this information
manually?

*PowerSchool:

1. When a grade correction needs to be made for previous
years prior to 16-17, will PowerSchool recognize the
proper quality points or will it require manual entry?



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Posted are just a few questions that I fielded from you the school counselors across the state. Out of the over 60 or so question they have been centered around PowerSchool integration, the new transcript format, VirtualSC summer and yearlong courses, and state scholarships.


Questions from the Field

*Transcript Format:

1. Will the transcript show both the 7- and 10-point grading
scales?

2. Will the SCDE provide a statement on the transcript
about the change or will districts be responsible for
adding a statement about the UGP change?

*SCDE Policy:

1. When will the grade conversion policy be released to
school counselors from SCDE? Ex. (A=96, B= 88, etc.)

2. When will the course withdrawal policy be released to
school counselors from the SCDE? (For example, WF,
WP, FA 61, attendance)




Questions from the Field

*Middle School 8™ graders taking high school credit courses:

1. When a middle school student takes a high school
credited course, what scale will it calculate to if the
middle school elects to stay on the 7-point scale?

*Scholarship Impact:

1. How will the change to the 10-point scale affect the state
lottery scholarships? (Will there be an increase in the
minimum GPA requirements?)

*NCAA and SC High School League:

1. How will the 10-point grading scale affect the core GPA
for NCAA and SC High School League?
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