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Mission Statement 

All learners can develop and maintain proficiency in at least one other world language: 
Classical or Modern. In the chosen language, all learners can engage in meaningful 
intercultural communication using the target language to investigate, interact with, and 
make connections to products, practices, and perspectives across cultures. All learners 
can understand and interpret the spoken, written, or signed language, negotiate meaning 
in conversations, and present information, concepts, and ideas in local and global 
communities. 
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Profile of the SC Graduate 

How Do World Languages Align to the Profile of the SC Graduate? 

The SC CCR WLPS support and reinforce the Profile of the South Carolina Graduate by 
developing language proficiency, intercultural competence, and life-long skills that are 
essential for success in college, careers, and civic life. 

 

World-Class Knowledge 
• Multiple Languages – proficiency in other languages enhances cognitive skills, 

cultural understanding, and competitiveness in a multilingual world. 

World-Class Skills 
• Critical Thinking – learning other languages develops higher order thinking skills, 

allowing graduates to analyze meanings, interpret perspectives, and make 
connections across cultural contexts. 

• Problem Solving – language proficiency fosters flexibility in thinking, helping 
graduates resolve misunderstandings and apply knowledge creatively across 
linguistic and cultural contexts. 

Life and Career Characteristics 
• Global Perspective – graduates with language proficiency cultivate the awareness 

and understanding necessary to collaborate with and lead an interconnected world. 

• Interpersonal Skills – proficiency in other languages equips graduates with 
effective communication skills essential for success in multilingual and 
international settings. 
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Purpose 

What is the Purpose of World Language Standards?  

The SC CCR WLPS provide a clear framework to empower educators and inspire learners 
to achieve language proficiency, cultural understanding, and the ability to communicate 
effectively in multilingual and international contexts. 

These standards are designed to: 

• Guide curriculum, instruction, and assessments by providing clear, meaningful, 
and rigorous learning goals.  

• Set measurable proficiency targets to ensure learners make consistent progress in 
the target language. 

• Foster statewide consistency and a common goal so that all learners experience 
high-quality language instruction across the state of South Carolina. 

• These standards establish academic expectations for language proficiency and 
intercultural communication. Cultural content should be presented objectively, 
accurately, and in direct connection with language-learning objectives. Students 
may examine and compare cultural products, practices, perspectives, and 
communication conventions, but they may not be required to affirm, adopt, or agree 
with a political, religious, cultural, or social viewpoint. Student performance shall 
be evaluated based on language proficiency, communication skills, use of 
evidence, and understanding of context.  
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Foundations 

What is the Foundation of the SC CCR World Language Proficiency Standards? 

The SC CCR WLPS are based on the 2024 American Council on the Teaching of Foreign 
Languages (ACTFL) guidelines. According to ACTFL, 

Language Proficiency is the ability to communicate in real-world situations in non-
rehearsed contexts. 

ACTFL guidelines identify five major levels of proficiency: Novice, Intermediate, Advanced, 
Superior, and Distinguished.  

 

 
 

Did you know that… 
ACTFL represents students’ language growth in an inverted pyramid, illustrating that 
as students advance or move up, reaching the next proficiency level takes more 
time, as they gain more language and the communicative ability deepens. 
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Proficiency Benchmarks and Sublevels 

What Can a Learner Do at Each Proficiency Level? 

The ACTFL pyramid presents proficiency levels aligned with functions (i.e., communicative 
tasks) of language. 
 
The SC CCR WLPS are focused on what our K-12 learners can do at the Novice, 
Intermediate, and Advanced proficiency levels. Below are the descriptions of each level 
according to the 2024 ACTFL guidelines: 

Novice: The learner can express basic personal information and satisfy a limited number 
of personal needs using formulaic and rote utterances, lists, and phrases. 

Intermediate: The learner can participate in short conversations on predictable topics, 
ask and answer simple questions, and handle simple transactions using sentence-level 
communication. 

Advanced: The learner can participate in interactions on topics of personal and public 
interest, narrate and describe in present, past, and future time frames, and handle a 
situation with a complication using paragraph-level communication. 

 
What Do the Sublevels Indicate at Each Proficiency Level? 

Language proficiency develops gradually. Within the three proficiency levels, there are 
sublevels: low, mid, and high. These sublevels break down the proficiency levels into 
measurable and attainable goals for both teaching and learning. The sublevels show how 
well a student meets the criteria for the major proficiency level and how close they are to 
the next one. 

Low: Baseline performance within the proficiency level. It implies that a learner can 
sustain the level with some hesitation. They also demonstrate little to no ability to carry out 
functions at the next level.  

Mid: Solid performance within the proficiency level. It implies that a learner can sustain the 
level comfortably. They also demonstrate partial ability to carry out functions at the next 
level. 

High: Performance that shows quality and quantity within the proficiency level. It implies 
that a learner can communicate with ease and confidence at that level. They also 
demonstrate the ability to carry out functions at the next level most of the time, but they 
cannot sustain it. 
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Modes of Communication 

Why Are the Standards Organized by Modes of Communication? 

While the proficiency levels and sublevels show us what a student can do with the 
language and how well, the three modes of communication focus on how a learner uses 
the language in a real-world context. 

Each mode focuses on a different type of communication and requires different skills: 

 

Interpretive: Tasks in which students listen, read, or view (American Sign 
Language [ASL]) and demonstrate comprehension. 

Examples: listening to or viewing a video, reading a text, viewing an 
infographic 

 

Interpersonal (Two-Way Communication): Tasks that require students to 
interact, ask, negotiate meaning, and answer questions spontaneously. 

Examples: conversations, interviews, and text exchanges 

 

Presentational (One-Way Communication): Tasks in which students speak, 
sign (ASL), or write for an audience that does not respond in real time, 
requiring planning, organization, and clarity. 

Examples: presentations, essays, and recorded messages 
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Cultural Awareness and Competence 

How is Culture Embedded in the Modes of Communication? 

Language is culture. When learners acquire language, they also learn how to use 
vocabulary and structures to interact with others from the target culture. 

It is through the three modes of communication (Interpretive, Interpersonal, and 
Presentational) that students develop both cultural awareness and cultural competence. 

Cultural Awareness is when learners understand and recognize cultural differences. They 
achieve this by learning about products, practices, and perspectives within their own and 
other cultures. 

Cultural Competence is the ability to recognize and use linguistic and social conventions 
appropriate to a communicative context. For purposes of these standards, it refers to 
observable communication skills and context-appropriate language choices. 

Cultural awareness and cultural competence support intercultural communication by 
helping learners analyze how cultural context may affect the meaning, interpretation, and 
use of language in their own and target-language communities. These standards do not 
require a learner to adopt, affirm, or agree with any cultural, political, religious, or social 
viewpoint. 
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Note. Adapted from Imagine A World [Conference Session], by A. Hajji Minnillo, 2022, Southern Conference 
on Language Teaching [SCOLT], Norfolk, VA. Adapted with permission. 

“I Can” Statements and Performance Indicators 

Why Are the Benchmarks Written as “I can” Statements? 

Writing proficiency benchmarks as “I can” statements shifts learning from third-person 
learning objectives, also known as Performance Indicators, to student-centered, 
actionable goals.  

“I can” statements make language learning clearer and more meaningful in three ways: 

1. They clarify what students are expected to do with the language. 

Instead of focusing on what students should know about the language, “I can” statements 
emphasize communication skills, showing learners exactly how they will use the language 
in real contexts. 

2. They make goals visible and measurable. 

Learners can easily track their progress, identify what they have mastered, and understand 
what comes next. This supports self-assessment, reflection, and ownership of learning. 

3. They promote learner confidence and motivation. 
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When learners can point to a statement and say, “I can do this now,” it builds confidence 
and reinforces the purpose of learning. 

 
How Does One Adapt an “I can” Statement into a Performance Indicator? 

“I can” statements are the learner-facing version of Performance Indicators. 

Performance indicators are written in third person and describe observable student 
performance. They are used as learning objectives to plan instruction and assessment.  

Example of “I can” statement: I can identify the main idea and key details in short 
fictional texts. 

Example of Performance Indicator: Students identify the main idea and key details 
in short fictional texts. 
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Document Organization 

How Are the Standards Organized in this Document? 

The SC CCR WLPS are organized to support a student’s language journey through 
measurable goals and clear guidelines to meet those goals. The standards are based on 
the proficiency levels and modes of communication established in collaboration with the 
2024 ACTFL Guidelines and the 2026 National Council of State Supervisors for Languages 
(NCSSFL) Can-Do Statements. 

The standards are organized as follows: 
 
  Languages: 

Modern Languages and Classical Languages 

Modes of Communication: how students use the  
language in real world contexts 
Interpretive, Interpersonal, Presentational 
 

Proficiency Levels: Standards 
Novice, Intermediate, Advanced  
 

Proficiency Sublevels: Benchmarks  
measurable goals per mode of communication  
Low, Mid, High 

Insight for Each Standard: Context/Content, Functions,  
Text Type, Discourse Type, Comprehensibility, Communication 
Strategies, and Intercultural Awareness or Competency 
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Coding System 

How Are the Standards Identified and Labeled? 

The Standards are the descriptions of the three anchor proficiency levels: Novice, 
Intermediate and Advanced. These represent the broad stages students move through as 
their language ability develops.  

To reach each Standard, students must meet a series of proficiency sublevel benchmarks: 
low, mid, and high.  These are expressed as “I can” statements describing specific, 
observable skills students demonstrate as they progress towards the Standard. 

Each sub-level proficiency benchmark is presented as a code composed of four elements: 
language, mode of communication, proficiency level, and proficiency sublevel. Codes 
provide consistency and clarity and act as a common reference for all stakeholders. 

 

 
 

Element Category/Mode/Level 

Language ML: Modern Language 
CL: Classical Language 

Mode of Communication IN: Interpretive 
IP: Interpersonal 
P: Presentational 

Proficiency Level N: Novice 
I: Intermediate 
A: Advanced 

Proficiency Sublevel L: Low 
M: Mid 
H: High 
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Benchmark Insights 

How can the sub-level benchmarks guide instruction and learning? 

Each sub-level proficiency benchmark is accompanied by a set of insights that unpack the 
benchmark into its key components. These insights define communication skills, language 
functions, cultural competencies and communication strategies that characterize a 
student’s performance at a specific proficiency sub-level.  

The insights for each component are intended to support instructional planning, 
curriculum development, assessment, and targeted feedback while providing students 
with clear expectations for learning. 

The example below illustrates each benchmark insight using the Novice Mid proficiency 
sublevel for Interpersonal Communication in a Modern Language.  

Example: 

 

Component Insights 
Context/Content Context: The situation and circumstances in which a learner can 

achieve their communicative goals at this proficiency sublevel 
Examples: formal settings (e.g., classroom), informal settings (e.g., 
restaurant), predictable (e.g., asking for the bill in a restaurant)  
Content: The topic a learner is able to handle at this proficiency 
sublevel 
Example: everyday topics (e.g., school, family, food, leisure 
activities) 

Function The types of communicative tasks a learner can do at this 
proficiency sublevel* 
*More functions may be listed than the ones explicitly described in 
the standard. It is meant to provide a non-exhaustive list of 
functions a student can do at this sublevel.  
Examples:  

• ask and answer a few simple questions (e.g., When is the 
party?)  

• react to others (e.g., The party is at 11 pm!) 
• express and ask about needs (e.g., Do I bring a gift?) 
• express and react to others’ preferences or feelings (e.g., Your 

gift is too expensive!) 

ML.IP.NM: I can ask and answer a few simple questions and react to others on very familiar 
and everyday topics. 
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Component Insights 
Discourse Type The language a learner can produce or is able to understand at this 

proficiency sublevel 
Example: practiced or memorized questions, words, phrases, and 
some simple sentences (e.g., Where is the party?) 

Comprehensibility The ease with which a listener or reader can understand what a 
learner is trying to communicate at this proficiency sublevel 
Example: can be understood with difficulty by someone 
accustomed to a language learner. 

Cultural 
Awareness 
Interpretive 
Communication 
Section 

The ability to recognize and understand variation among cultural 
products, practices, perspectives, and communication 
conventions in the cultures studied. 

Cultural 
Competence 

The ability to use observable communication skills and context-
appropriate language choices across cultural contexts. It does not 
require a learner to adopt or affirm any viewpoint. 
Examples:  

• interact with others from the target culture in familiar 
everyday situations and show basic cultural awareness 

• use appropriate rehearsed behaviors and recognize some 
obviously inappropriate behaviors in familiar everyday 
situations 

Communication 
Strategies 

The techniques and strategies a learner uses to communicate and 
convey meaning at this proficiency sublevel 
Examples: 

• imitate modeled words 
• use facial expressions and gestures 
• repeat words 
• ask for repetition 
• indicate lack of understanding 
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Component Insights 
Literacy 
Strategies 
Interpretive 
Communication 
Section 

The techniques and strategies a learner uses to comprehend a 
narrative (written or visual) 
Examples: 

• skim and scan 
• rely on visual support and background knowledge 
• predict meaning based on context, prior knowledge, and/or 

experience 
• rely on recognition of cognates 
• may recognize word family roots, prefixes, and suffixes 
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From Performance to Proficiency 

How Do the Standards Guide Educators in Moving Students from Performance to 
Proficiency? 

A defining factor of world language instruction is the difference between Performance and 
Proficiency. Most simply, Performance describes what a learner can do with language that 
has been learned and practiced within familiar content and contexts, usually in a 
classroom setting. Proficiency refers to what a learner can do in the target language 
without rehearsal and independent of formal instruction.  

While the SC CCR WLPS set proficiency goals, classroom instruction and assessment 
focus on performance, providing students with supported, meaningful opportunities to 
build towards independent language use. 

Assessing for Performance vs. Assessing for Proficiency 

Assessing Performance Assessing Proficiency 

Based on Instruction: What the language 
learner can demonstrate based on what 
was learned in the classroom. 

Independent of Instruction and 
Curriculum: What the language learner 
can do regardless of where, when, and how 
the language was acquired. 

Practiced and Familiar: Designed with the 
vocabulary and language functions that the 
learner has practiced. The assessment 
task may be different from what was 
explicitly rehearsed in class, but the 
context and content continue to be 
familiar. 

Spontaneous: The assessment task is in 
non-rehearsed situations. The learner may 
or may not have previous experience with 
the context and content provided.  

Demonstrated Performance: Learners 
are expected to demonstrate specific 
communicative skills within a proficiency 
range (Novice Mid to Intermediate Low) in 
the context and content they have learned 
and practiced. 

Sustained Performance Across All the 
Tasks and Contexts within a Proficiency 
Level: Learners are expected to 
consistently demonstrate all the skills and 
abilities at a given proficiency level 
(Novice, Intermediate, Advanced), in every 
task and context, all of the time. 

Note. Adapted from ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines, by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign 
Languages (p. 7), 2024 (https://www.actfl.org/educator-resources/actfl-proficiency-
guidelines?resources=view). 
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When is an SC Student Assessed for World Language Proficiency? 

Although educators focus on performance tasks in the classroom, student proficiency can 
only be assessed through recognized proficiency-based assessments such as STAMP4S, 
AAPPL, or ACTFL’s Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI). These proficiency assessments offer 
validated results of what a student can do outside of a classroom setting and independent 
of topics learned in the classroom. 

In South Carolina, learners can be assessed for proficiency when tested for the SC Seal of 
Biliteracy, a nationally recognized credential that demonstrates a student’s bilingualism 
and biliteracy in English and at least one other world language. 

 

How Can Educators Support Students to Reach a Proficiency Target Through 
Meaningful Performance Tasks? 

To support learners to reach a proficiency goal through performance tasks, educators 
must establish a proficiency goal and a performance target as the basis of instruction: 

Course: Level 1 

Mode of Communication: Interpersonal Speaking & Writing 

End Of Course (EOC) Proficiency Goal: Novice Mid 

In-class Performance Target: Novice High 

What this means is that instructors should provide students with meaningful performance 
tasks one sublevel up (Novice High) in order for students to reach a proficiency benchmark 
of Novice Mid by the end of the course. 

Asking the learner to perform one sublevel up beyond the proficiency goal for the one 
mode of communication will help them: 

 Strengthen accuracy and consistency at the proficiency benchmark intended 
(Novice Mid) 

 Develop strategies and skills needed for the next sublevel up (Novice High) 

 

A chart with recommended Performance Targets and Proficiency Goals per course and 
mode of communication can be found in the Support Documents for the SC CCR WLPS, 
located on the Instructional Resources page for World Languages on the SCDE website. 

  

https://ed.sc.gov/instruction/standards/world-languages/instructional-resources/
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Native and Heritage Speakers 

How Do the World Languages Standards Apply to Native and Heritage Speakers? 

Learners bring a variety of languages and cultures to South Carolina, and some may have 
had language-learning experiences at home, in another country, or through local 
communities. When determining placement of native and heritage speakers in language 
courses, one should consider proficiency levels rather than seat time. The Can-Do 
Statements for modern languages assist educators and learners in setting goals that are 
appropriate to the proficiency level of each learner.  
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Classical Languages 

What Should Educators Know About the Classical Languages Standards? 

Classical Languages programs involve the study of ancient Greek and Latin, languages that 
are no longer a native or a first language for any population. However, both languages are 
accessible to contemporary students through literature, and they have a significant impact 
on learning in a variety of disciplines such as art, architecture, law, medicine, 
mathematics, and science. The primary goal of Classical Languages learning is the reading 
of unadapted, authentic texts rather than speaking or writing the language. Therefore, the 
development of Interpretive reading skills is the focus of the Classical Languages 
Standards, while Interpersonal and Presentational speaking and writing are ancillary skills 
that support language learning.  
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American Sign Language 

How Are the Unique Features of American Sign Language Represented in the World 
Languages Standards? 

While ASL is considered a modern world language, it differs from the typical linear 
structures of spoken modern world languages. ASL is a visual-spatial language that utilizes 
specific grammatical features not found in spoken languages. Examples include 
classifiers, spatial agreement, and mouth morphemes, to name a few. Linguists who have 
studied ASL agree that there are five parameters, or building blocks, of the language: 
handshape, palm orientation, movement, location, and non-manual markers.  

Additionally, ASL does not have a written form. While there is a system of glossing used to 
transcribe the language, there are only two basic modalities of ASL, which are referred to 
throughout this document as viewing and signing. Awareness of these parameters and 
unique grammar structures is essential for students acquiring proficiency in ASL; 
therefore, specific references are included throughout this document that are primarily 
applicable to ASL learners. 
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Summary of Modern Language Standards per Modes of Communication 

Interpretive Mode: Listening, Viewing, & Reading 
How do I engage in conversations to: Exchange information and ideas? Meet my needs or address situations in conversations? Express, react to, and 
support preferences and opinions? 

Novice Low Novice Mid Novice High Intermediate Low Intermediate Mid Intermediate 
High 

Advanced Low* 

ML.IN.NL 

I can identify 
memorized or familiar 
words when 
supported by gestures 
or visuals in authentic 
texts/audio or signed 
messages. 

ML.IN.NM 

I can identify some 
basic facts from 
memorized words and 
phrases when 
supported by gestures 
or visuals in authentic 
texts/audio or signed 
messages. 

ML.IN.NH 

I can identify the topic 
and some isolated 
facts and understand 
familiar questions 
and statements in 
authentic texts/audio 
or signed messages. 

ML.IN.IL 

I can identify the main 
idea and related 
information in short 
authentic texts/audio 
or signed messages. 

ML.IN.IM 

I can understand the 
main idea and key 
information in short 
authentic texts/audio 
or signed messages. 

ML.IN.IH 

I can understand the 
main idea and 
sometimes flow of 
events in major time 
frames in authentic 
texts/audio or signed 
messages. 

ML.IN.AL 

I can understand the 
underlying message 
and some supporting 
details in authentic 
texts/audio or signed 
messages, across 
various time frames. 

Context/Content 

•Simple, authentic 
informational and 
fictional narratives 

•Observed or 
overheard 
conversations 

•Predictable, very 
familiar 

Context/Content 

•Simple, authentic 
informational and 
fictional narratives 

•Observed or 
overheard 
conversations 

•Predictable, very 
familiar, everyday 

Context/Content 

•Simple, authentic 
informational and 
fictional narratives 

•Observed or 
overheard 
conversations 

•Predictable, familiar, 
everyday 

Context/Content 

•Authentic 
informational and 
fictional narratives 

•Observed or 
overheard 
conversations 

•Straightforward, 
familiar 

Context/Content 

•Authentic 
informational and 
fictional narratives 

•Observed or 
overheard 
conversations 

•Straightforward, 
familiar, some 
researched 

Context/Content 

•Authentic 
informational and 
fictional narratives 

•Observed or 
overheard 
conversations 

•Straightforward, 
familiar, concrete, 
some researched 

Context/Content 

•Descriptive, 
informational and 
fictional narratives 

•Conversations and 
discussions 

•Complex, wide 
variety of general 
interest topics 
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Novice Low Novice Mid Novice High Intermediate Low Intermediate Mid Intermediate 
High 

Advanced Low* 

Function 

•Identify practiced or 
familiar words in texts 
or signed messages 

•Understand 
memorized or familiar 
words in 
conversations  

Function 

•Identify some basic 
facts in texts or signed 
messages and 
conversations 

Function 

•Identify the topic and 
some isolated facts in 
texts or signed 
messages 

•Understand some 
familiar questions 
and statements in 
conversations 

Function 

•Identify the main 
idea and related 
information in texts or 
signed messages 

•Identify the main 
idea in short 
conversations 

Function 

•Understand the main 
idea and key 
information in texts or 
signed messages 

•Identify the main 
idea and key 
information in short 
conversations 

Function 

•Follow the main idea 
or story and actions 
expressed in texts or 
signed messages 

•Understand main 
idea and flow of 
events in 
conversations 

Function 

•Identify the 
underlying message 
and some supporting 
details in 
informational 
narratives 

•Follow the main 
story and some 
supporting details in 
fictional narratives 

•Understand the main 
message and some 
supporting details in 
conversations 

Discourse Type 

• Words and high 
frequency phrases  

Discourse Type 

•Memorized or 
familiar words and 
phrases 

Discourse Type 

•Simple sentences  

•Sometimes, 
sentence length 
speech or signed 
messages 

Discourse Type 

•Simple sentences 

•Some sentence-
length speech or 
signed messages 

Discourse Type 

•Connected 
sentences 

•Sentence-length 
speech or signed 
messages 

Discourse Type 

•Series of sentences 
and paragraphs  

•Simple, sentence-
length and connected 
passages in speech or 
signed messages 

Discourse Type 

•Multiple paragraphs 
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Interpersonal Mode: Two-Way Speaking, Signing, & Writing 
How do I engage in conversations to: Exchange information and ideas? Meet my needs or address situations in conversations? Express, react to, and 
support preferences and opinions? 

Novice Low Novice Mid Novice High Intermediate Low Intermediate Mid Intermediate 
High 

Advanced Low* 

ML.IP.NL 

I can answer a few 
simple questions with 
the help of gestures or 
visuals 

ML.IP.NM 

I can ask and answer 
a few simple 
questions and react 
to others on very 
familiar and everyday 
topics 

ML.IP.NH 

I can ask and answer 
some practiced and 
original questions, 
keep the conversation 
on topic, and react to 
others on familiar and 
everyday topics. 

ML.IP.IL 

I can interact with 
others, ask 
appropriate follow-up 
questions, and react 
with some details to 
familiar topics. 

ML.IP.IM 

I can exchange 
information, 
preferences, or 
feelings, ask a variety 
of follow-up 
questions, and 
provide basic advice 

ML.IP.IH 

I can exchange 
information, ask a 
variety of questions, 
and explain 
preferences and 
opinions, often across 
major time frames 

ML.IP.AL 

I can exchange 
information and 
ideas, maintain 
conversations, and 
resolve unexpected 
complications by 
asking and answering 
questions across 
various time frames 

Context/Content 

•Informal, formal 

•Predictable, very 
familiar 

 

Context/Content 

•Informal, formal 

•Predictable, very 
familiar and everyday 
topics 

 

Context/Content 

•Informal, formal 

•Predictable, familiar 
and everyday topics  

Context/Content 

•Informal, formal 

•Straightforward, 
familiar  

 

Context/Content 

•Informal, formal 

•Straightforward, 
familiar, at times 
researched 

 

Context/Content 

•Informal, formal 

•Straightforward, 
familiar, concrete, 
researched 

 

Context/Content 

•Informal, formal, 
complex 

•Familiar, unfamiliar, 
academic, social, 
concrete 
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Novice Low Novice Mid Novice High Intermediate Low Intermediate Mid Intermediate 
High 

Advanced Low* 

Function 

•Answer a few simple 
questions 

•Express some basic 
needs 

•Express basic 
preferences or 
feelings 

 

 

Function 

•Ask and answer a 
few simple questions 

•Express and ask 
about needs 

•Express, ask about, 
and react to others’ 
preferences or 
feelings 

 

Function 

•Ask and answer 
some practiced and 
original questions 

•Keep the 
conversation on topic 

•Interact with others 
to meet my basic 
needs 

•Express, ask about, 
and react to 
preferences, feelings, 
or opinions  

Function 

•Ask appropriate 
follow-up questions 

•Interact with others 
to meet my basic 
needs 

•Express, ask about, 
and react with some 
detail to preferences, 
feelings, and opinions 

Function 

•Ask a variety of 
follow-up questions 

•Interact with others 
to meet my needs 

•Exchange 
preferences, feelings, 
and opinions 

•Provide basic advice 

 

Function 

•Ask a variety of 
questions 

•Interact with others 
to meet my needs, 
sometimes involving 
complications 

•Explain preferences, 
feelings, and opinions 

•Provide advice on 
familiar and 
researched topics 

 

Function 

•Ask questions to 
resolve unexpected 
conflicts 

•Exchange 
information and ideas 
in discussions 

•Negotiate to resolve 
an unexpected 
complication in a 
familiar situation 

•Provide explanations 
and comparisons of 
preferences and 
opinions 

•Provide advice on 
familiar and concrete 
topics 

•Partially narrate on a 
topic 

Discourse Type 

•Practiced or 
memorized words and 
phrases 

 

 

Discourse Type 

•Practiced or 
memorized 
questions, words, 
phrases, and simple 
sentences 

Discourse Type 

•Simple sentences 
and questions most of 
the time 

 

Discourse Type 

•Simple sentences 
and appropriate 
follow-up questions 

 

Discourse Type 

•Sentences, some 
series of sentences, 
and a variety of 
follow-up questions 

Discourse Type 

•Series of sentences 
and a variety of 
questions  

 

Discourse Type 

•Simple paragraphs 
and/or paragraph 
length discourse 

 

Comprehensibility 

•Can be understood 
only with great effort 
by someone 
accustomed to a 
language learner 

Comprehensibility 

•Can be understood 
with difficulty by 
someone 
accustomed to a 
language learner 

Comprehensibility 

•Can mostly be 
understood by 
someone 
accustomed to a 
language learner 

Comprehensibility 

•Can be understood 
by someone 
accustomed to a 
language learner 

 

Comprehensibility 

•Can be easily 
understood by 
someone 
accustomed to a 
language learner 

Comprehensibility 

•Can be easily 
understood by 
someone 
accustomed to a 
language learner 

Comprehensibility 

•Understood by people 
not accustomed by 
language learners 
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Presentational Mode: One-Way Speaking, Signing, & Writing 
How do I engage in conversations to: Exchange information and ideas? Meet my needs or address situations in conversations? Express, react to, and 
support preferences and opinions? 

Novice Low Novice Mid Novice High Intermediate Low Intermediate Mid Intermediate 
High 

Advanced Low* 

ML.P.NL 

I can present personal 
information using 
practiced or 
memorized words and 
phrases with the 
support of 
gestures/visuals. 

ML.P.NM 

I can present on very 
familiar and everyday 
topics of interest 
using a mixture of 
practiced or 
memorized phrases 
and simple 
sentences. 

ML.P.NH 

I can present 
information on 
familiar and everyday 
topics of interest 
using simple 
sentences most of the 
time. 

ML.P.IL 

I can present 
information on a 
variety of familiar 
topics by creating 
original sentences. 

ML.P.IM 

I can tell a story and 
give straightforward 
presentations about 
my life and 
experiences using 
original connected 
sentences. 

ML.P.IH 

I can tell stories, give 
detailed 
presentations, and 
state my viewpoint 
with reasoning using a 
few short paragraphs, 
often across major 
time frames. 

ML.P.AL 

I can tell stories, 
deliver presentations, 
and state a viewpoint 
with supporting 
evidence using 
paragraphs across 
major time frames. 

Context/Content 

•Informal, formal 

•Predictable, very 
familiar 

Context/Content 

•Informal, formal 

•Predictable, very 
familiar, everyday 

Context/Content 

•Informal, formal 

•Predictable, familiar, 
everyday 

Context/Content 

•Informal, formal 

•Straightforward 

•Predictable, familiar 

Context/Content 

•Informal, formal 

•Straightforward 

•Predictable, familiar, 
transactional, at 
times researched 

Context/Content 

•Informal, formal 

•Straightforward 

•Predictable, familiar, 
concrete, at times 
researched 

Context/Content 

•Informal, formal, 
complex 

•Familiar, unfamiliar, 
academic, social, 
concrete 

Function 

•Introduce myself 

•Name people, 
places, and objects 

•Express my simple 
likes and dislikes  

Function 

•Present simple 
information about 
myself, my interests, 
my activities, and 
other topics  

•Express my likes and 
dislikes 

Function 

•Present information 
and details about my 
life, interests, and 
activities 

•Express my 
preferences 

•Present on everyday 
topics 

Function 

•Express my 
preferences and 
explain why I feel that 
way 

•Present on familiar, 
personal, and 
everyday topics 

Function 

•Tell a story  

•State my viewpoint 
and give some 
reasons to support it 

•give presentations 
on everyday topics 
and some concrete 
researched topics  

Function 

•Tell stories 

•State my viewpoint 
and provide reasons 
to support it 

•give detailed 
presentations on 
everyday topics and 
some concrete 
researched topics 

Function 

•Tell stories about 
school, community 
events, and personal 
experiences 

•State a viewpoint 
with supporting 
evidence 

•Deliver 
presentations on 
academic and social 
topics  
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Novice Low Novice Mid Novice High Intermediate Low Intermediate Mid Intermediate 
High 

Advanced Low* 

Discourse Type 

•Practiced or 
memorized words and 
phrases  

Discourse Type 

•Practiced or 
memorized words, 
phrases, and simple 
sentences 

Discourse Type 

•Simple sentences 
most of the time 

Discourse Type 

•Simple sentences 

 

 

Discourse Type 

•Sentences and a 
series of connected 
sentences 

 

Discourse Type 

•Series of connected 
sentences and 
complex sentences 
that may combine to 
create a simple 
paragraph(s) and/or 
paragraph-length 
discourse 

Discourse Type 

•Simple paragraphs 
and/or paragraph-
length discourse   

Comprehensibility 

•Can be understood 
only with great effort  

Comprehensibility 

•Can be understood 
with difficulty by 
someone 
accustomed to a 
language learner 

Comprehensibility 

•Can be mostly 
understood by 
someone 
accustomed to a 
language learner 

Comprehensibility 

•Can be understood 
by someone 
accustomed to a 
language learner 

Comprehensibility 

•Can be easily 
understood by 
someone 
accustomed to a 
language learner 

Comprehensibility 

•Can be generally 
understood by 
someone 
unaccustomed to a 
language learner 

Comprehensibility 

•Easily understood by 
those unaccustomed to 
language learners 

 
Note. *The Advanced Mid and Advanced High proficiency levels are addressed in the body of this document but are not included in this summary. Their 
exclusion is intentional and reflects the K-12 proficiency targets, which typically do not extend to these levels. 
 
Definitions of terms used in this document can be found in the Glossary of Terms included in the Support Documents for 
the SC CCR WLPS, located on the Instructional Resources page for World Languages on the SCDE website. 

https://ed.sc.gov/instruction/standards/world-languages/instructional-resources/
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Summary of Classical Language Standards per Modes of Communication 

Interpretive Mode: Listening & Reading 
How do I engage in conversations to: Exchange information and ideas? Meet my needs or address situations in conversations? Express, react to, and 
support preferences and opinions? 

Novice Low Novice Mid Novice High Intermediate Low Intermediate Mid Intermediate 
High 

Advanced Low* 

CL.IN.NL 

I can identify 
memorized or familiar 
Latin or Greek words 
and phrases from very 
simple, adapted text 
when supported by 
gestures or visuals. 

CL.IN.NM 

I can identify the topic 
and basic facts from 
memorized Latin or 
Greek words and 
phrases from simple, 
adapted texts when 
supported by gestures 
or visuals. 

CL.IN.NH 

I can identify the main 
idea and a few 
supporting details of 
simple adapted texts 
and sometimes follow 
stories and 
descriptions of events 
on familiar topics, in 
major time frames. 

CL.IN.IL 

I can identify the main 
idea and some 
supporting details 
across major time 
frames and make 
inferences of 
unfamiliar vocabulary 
in adapted Latin or 
Greek texts. 

CL.IN.IM 

I can identify the main 
idea and some 
supporting details 
across various time 
frames and make 
inferences of 
unfamiliar vocabulary 
in paragraph-length 
adapted and simple, 
authentic Latin or 
Greek texts. 

CL.IN.IH 

I can identify the main 
idea and most 
supporting details 
across various time 
frames, and make 
inferences of 
unfamiliar vocabulary 
in simple, authentic 
Latin or Greek texts. 

CL.IN.AL 

I can follow stories 
and descriptions of 
some length and in 
various time frames 
and genres of 
authentic annotated 
Latin or Greek texts. 

Context/Content 

•Simple, adapted, 
narrative texts  

•Observed or read 
conversations 

•Predictable, very 
familiar 

Context/Content 

•Simple, adapted, 
narrative texts  

•Observed or read 
conversations 

•Predictable, very 
familiar 

Context/Content 

•Adapted narrative 
texts 

•Observed or read 
conversations 

•Predictable, familiar 

Context/Content 

•Simple, adapted 
Latin or Greek texts 

•Straightforward, 
familiar, concrete, 
some researched 

Context/Content 

•Adapted and simple, 
authentic Latin or 
Greek texts. 

•Straightforward, 
familiar, concrete, 
some researched 

Context/Content 

•Simple, authentic 
Latin or Greek texts 

•Straightforward, 
familiar, concrete, 
some researched 

Context/Content 

•Familiar and 
everyday topics 

•Authentic, annotated 
Latin and Greek texts 
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Novice Low Novice Mid Novice High Intermediate Low Intermediate Mid Intermediate 
High 

Advanced Low* 

Function 

•Identify practiced or 
familiar words 

•Understand simple 
greetings 

Function 

•Identify the topic and 
basic facts 

•Understand simple 
questions or 
statements on 
familiar topics 

Function 

•Understand the main 
idea and a few 
supporting details, 
and make inferences 

•Follow the narrative 
of a simple story most 
of the time 

Function 

•Identify the main 
idea and some 
supporting details in 
adapted texts 

•Make inferences of 
unfamiliar vocabulary 

•Understand 
messages related to 
familiar topics within 
context 

Function 

•Identify the main 
idea and some 
supporting details in 
adapted and 
authentic texts 

•Make inferences of 
unfamiliar vocabulary 

•Understand basic 
information in stories, 
dialogues, and other 
spoken or recorded 
messages 

Function 

•Identify the main 
idea and most 
supporting details in 
authentic texts 

•Make inferences of 
unfamiliar vocabulary 

•Follow the narrative 
of a simple story read 
aloud 

Function 

•Follow stories and 
descriptions of some 
length and in various 
time frames and 
genres 

•Understand 
information in Latin or 
Greek texts for 
practical purposes, 
including making 
literacy inferences 

•Understand Latin or 
Greek texts that offer 
differing perspectives 
and explanations 

•Make some 
comparisons to other 
texts 

Discourse Type 

• Memorized or familiar 
words and phrases 
from very simple 
adapted text  

Discourse Type 

• Memorized or 
familiar words and 
phrases from simple 
adapted text 

Discourse Type 

•Simple, adapted 
sentences 

• Sometimes 
authentic phrases 

Discourse Type 

•Sentence length in 
adapted Latin or 
Greek texts 

Discourse Type 

•Paragraph-length in 
adapted or authentic 
Latin or Greek 
narrative texts 

Discourse Type 

•Paragraph length in 
authentic Latin or 
Greek narrative texts 

Discourse Type 

•Multiple paragraphs 
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Interpersonal Mode: Two-Way Speaking, Signing, & Writing 
How do I engage in conversations to: Exchange information and ideas? Meet my needs or address situations in conversations? Express, react to, and 
support preferences and opinions? 

Novice Low Novice Mid Novice High Intermediate Low Intermediate Mid Intermediate 
High 

Advanced Low* 

CL.IP.NL 

I can provide very 
basic information by 
answering a few 
simple questions on 
very familiar topics 
with the help of 
gestures or visuals. 

CL.IP.NM 

I can request and 
provide information 
by asking and 
answering a few 
simple questions on 
very familiar topics 
with the help of 
gestures and visuals. 

CL.IP.NH 

I can request and 
provide information 
by asking and 
answering practiced 
questions on familiar 
topics with the help of 
gestures and visuals. 

CL.IP.IL 

I can request and 
provide information 
on familiar topics 
using simple 
sentences. 

CL.IP.IM 

I can communicate 
and exchange 
information about a 
variety of familiar 
topics and topics 
related to the 
Classical world using 
a series of sentences, 
across major time 
frames. 

CL.IP.IH 

I can communicate 
and exchange 
information about 
less familiar topics 
and a variety of topics 
related to the 
Classical world using 
connected 
sentences, across 
various time frames. 

CL.IP.AL 

I can communicate 
and exchange 
information across 
various time frames 
on topics related to 
more complex 
authentic Latin or 
Greek texts using 
connected 
sentences. 

Context/Content 

•Very familiar and 
everyday topics 

•Situations in one’s 
own culture and the 
Classical world  

Context/Content 

•Very familiar and 
everyday topics 

•Situations in one’s 
own culture and the 
Classical world  

Context/Content 

• Familiar and 
everyday topics 

•Situations in one’s 
own culture and the 
Classical world  

Context/Content 

•Variety of familiar, 
concrete topics and 
situations 

•Topics related to the 
Classical world 

Context/Content 

•Variety of familiar, 
unfamiliar, concrete 
topics  

•Topics related to the 
Classical world 

•Guided by simple 
authentic Latin or 
Greek texts  

Context/Content 

•Variety of familiar, 
unfamiliar, concrete 
topics 

•Topics related to the 
Classical world 

•Guided by simple 
authentic Latin or 
Greek texts  

Context/Content 

•Topics related to 
reading or a cultural 
lesson 

•Informal, formal, 
complex 
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Novice Low Novice Mid Novice High Intermediate Low Intermediate Mid Intermediate 
High 

Advanced Low* 

Function 

•Answer a few simple 
questions 

•Express basic 
personal information 

•Express basic facts 
about the Classical 
world 

 

Function 

•Ask and answer 
simple questions  

•Express some 
preferences or 
feelings about familiar 
topics and react to 
those of others 

•Express my learning 
about the Classical 
world from a reading 
or cultural lesson  

Function 

•Ask and answer 
questions about a 
reading or lesson 

•Exchange 
information about the 
Classical world 

•Interact with others 
in formulaic social 
situations  

Function 

•Ask and answer 
questions on familiar, 
conversational, or 
academic topics 

•Use the language to 
meet basic needs in 
familiar situations 

Function 

•Ask questions for 
clarification 

•Rephrase readings to 
offer points of 
discussion about the 
readings 

•Formulate 
responses to 
questions that go 
beyond the language 
of the question, and 
use language from 
their own Latin or 
Greek vocabulary 

Function 

•Ask questions 
regarding points of 
discussion 

•Express thoughts 
and ideas 

•Engage in a 
conversation on 
academic topics  

Function 

•Exchange 
information on 
historical, cultural, or 
literary topics 

•Ask and answer 
questions that clarify 
meaning and explore 
broader themes from 
Latin or Greek texts  

 

Discourse Type 

•Practiced and 
memorized words and 
phrases 

 

Discourse Type 

•Practiced and 
memorized 
questions, words, 
phrases, and some 
simple sentences  

Discourse Type 

•Simple sentences 
and questions most of 
the time  

Discourse Type 

•Simple sentences 
that are supported by 
the readings at hand  

Discourse Type 

•Series of sentences 
that are supported by 
the readings at hand  

Discourse Type 

•Connected 
sentences that are 
supported by the 
readings at hand  

Discourse Type 

•Connected 
sentences that are 
supported by the 
readings at hand  

Comprehensibility 

•Can be understood 
only with great effort 
by someone 
accustomed to a 
language learner 

Comprehensibility 

•Can be understood 
with difficulty by 
someone 
accustomed to a 
language learner  

Comprehensibility 

•Can be mostly  
understood by 
someone 
accustomed to a 
language learner  

Comprehensibility 

•Can be understood 
by someone 
accustomed to a 
language learner  

Comprehensibility 

•Can be easily 
understood by 
someone 
accustomed to a 
language learner  

Comprehensibility 

•Can be easily 
understood by 
someone 
accustomed to a 
language learner  

Comprehensibility 

•Understood by people 
not accustomed to 
language learners 
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Presentational Mode: One-Way Speaking & Writing 
How do I engage in conversations to: Exchange information and ideas? Meet my needs or address situations in conversations? Express, react to, and 
support preferences and opinions? 

Novice Low Novice Mid Novice High Intermediate Low Intermediate Mid Intermediate 
High 

Advanced Low* 

CL.P.NL 

I can present 
information on very 
familiar topics using 
practiced or 
memorized words and 
phrases with the help 
of gestures or visuals. 

CL.P.NM 

I can present 
information on very 
familiar topics and 
general topics of the 
Classical world using 
a mixture of practiced 
or memorized 
phrases and simple 
sentences. 

CL.P.NH 

I can present 
information on 
familiar topics and 
general topics of 
Roman and Greek 
culture using simple 
sentences across 
major time frames 
most of the time. 

CL.P.IL 

I can present 
information about 
familiar topics and 
topics related to the 
Classical world using 
simple sentences. 

CL.P.IM 

I can present 
information about a 
variety of familiar 
topics and topics 
related to the 
Classical world using 
sentences and a 
series of connected 
sentences. 

CL.P.IH 

I can give detailed 
presentations on a 
variety of familiar 
topics and topics 
related to the 
Classical world using 
connected sentences 
and short simple 
paragraphs across 
various time frames. 

CL.P.AL 

I can give detailed 
presentations on a 
variety of topics 
related to the 
Classical world using 
connected sentences 
and paragraphs 
across various time 
frames and moods. 

Context/Content 

•Familiar and 
everyday topics 

•Familiar topics of the 
Classical world 

Context/Content 

•Familiar and 
everyday topics 

•Familia topics of the 
Classical world 

Context/Content 

•Familiar and 
everyday topics 

•Familiar topics of the 
Classical world 

Context/Content 

•Informal, formal 

•Straightforward 

•Formulaic, familiar 

Context/Content 

•Informal, formal 

•Straightforward 

•Formulaic, familiar, 
at times researched 

Context/Content 

•Informal, formal 

•Straightforward 

•Formulaic, familiar, 
researched 

Context/Content 

•Topics of Roman or 
Greek culture 

•Formal, informal 

•Complex, academic, 
and social 

Function 

•Introduce myself 

•Name very familiar 
people, places, and 
objects 

•Express simple likes 
and dislikes 

Function 

•Present simple 
information about 
myself, my interests, 
and my activities 

•Express likes and 
dislikes 

•Present on very 
familiar topics of the 
Classical world 

Function 

•Present information 
and details about my 
life, interests, and 
activities 

•Present information 
about familiar topics 
of Roman and Greek 
culture and history 

Function 

•Describe people, 
activities, events, and 
experiences related to 
self or Roman and 
Greek history and 
culture 

•Express personal 
needs, wants, or 
preferences on topics 
of interest 

Function 

•Present on familiar 
topic or topics related 
to Roman and Greek 
history and culture 

•State viewpoint on 
familiar topics related 
to the Classical world 

Function 

•Present on a variety 
of familiar topics and 
topics related to 
Roman and Greek 
history and culture 

•State viewpoint on 
topics related to the 
Classical world and 
provide reasons to 
support it 

Function 

•Present on a variety 
of topics related to 
the Classical world 

•State a viewpoint 
with supporting 
evidence 
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Novice Low Novice Mid Novice High Intermediate Low Intermediate Mid Intermediate 
High 

Advanced Low* 

Discourse Type 

•Practiced or 
memorized words and 
phrases 

Discourse Type 

•Practiced and 
memorized words and 
phrases and simple 
sentences  

Discourse Type 

•Simple sentences 
most of the time 

Discourse Type 

•Simple sentences  

 

Discourse Type 

•Sentences and a 
series of connected 
sentences 

Discourse Type 

•Series of connected 
sentences and 
complex sentences 
that may combine to 
create a simple 
paragraph(s) and/or 
paragraph-length 
discourse 

Discourse Type 

•Properly phrased 
connected sentences 
and paragraphs 

Comprehensibility 

•Can be understood 
only with great effort 
by someone 
accustomed to a 
language learner 

Comprehensibility 

•Can be understood 
with difficulty by 
someone 
accustomed to a 
language learner 

Comprehensibility 

•Can be mostly 
understood by 
someone 
accustomed to a 
language learner 

Comprehensibility 

•Can be understood 
by someone 
accustomed to a 
language learner 

Comprehensibility 

•Can be easily 
understood by 
someone 
accustomed to a 
language learner 

Comprehensibility 

•Can be generally 
understood by 
someone 
unaccustomed to a 
language learner 

Comprehensibility 

•Easily understood by 
those unaccustomed 
to language learners 

 
Note. *The Advanced Mid and Advanced High proficiency levels are addressed in the body of this document but are not included in this summary. Their 
exclusion is intentional and reflects the K-12 proficiency targets, which typically do not extend to these levels. 
 
Definitions of terms used in this document can be found in the Glossary of Terms included in the Support Documents for 
the SC CCR WLPS, located on the Instructional Resources page for World Languages on the SCDE website. 

https://ed.sc.gov/instruction/standards/world-languages/instructional-resources/
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INTERPRETIVE COMMUNICATION 
Listening, Viewing, & Reading 

ML.IN.N The learner can identify the general topic and some basic information in both very 
familiar and everyday contexts by recognizing practiced or memorized words, phrases, and 
simple sentences in texts that are spoken, written, or signed. 

Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

ML.IN.NL 
 

I can identify memorized 
or familiar words when 
supported by gestures or 
visuals in authentic 
texts/audio or signed 
messages. 

Context/Content 

• Simple, authentic informational and 
fictional narratives 

• Observed or overheard conversations 
• Predictable, very familiar 

Function 

• Identify practiced or familiar words in texts 
or signed messages 

• Understand memorized or familiar words in 
conversations 

Discourse Type 

• Words and high frequency phrases 

ML.IN.NM 
 

I can identify some basic 
facts from memorized 
words and phrases when 
supported by gestures or 
visuals in authentic 
texts/audio or signed 
messages. 

Context/Content 

• Simple, authentic informational and 
fictional narratives 

• Observed or overheard conversations 
• Predictable, very familiar, everyday 

Function 

• Identify some basic facts in texts or signed 
messages and conversations 

Discourse Type 

• Memorized or familiar words and phrases 
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Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

ML.IN.NH 
 

I can identify the topic 
and some isolated facts 
and understand familiar 
questions and statements 
in authentic texts/audio 
or signed messages. 

Context/Content 

• Simple, authentic informational and 
fictional narratives 

• Observed or overheard conversations 
• Predictable, familiar, everyday 

Function 

• Identify the topic and some isolated facts 
in texts or signed messages 

• Understand some familiar questions and 
statements in conversations 

Discourse Type 

• Simple sentences 
• Sometimes, sentence length speech or 

signed messages 

 
Cultural Awareness 

• Uses own culture to derive meaning from material that is read, heard, or viewed 
• Recognizes common communication conventions and choices that may cause 

misunderstanding in the cultural contexts studied 
 

Literacy Strategies 
May use some or all of the following strategies to comprehend narratives (written or 
visual): 

• Skim and scan 
• Rely on visual support and background knowledge 
• Predict meaning based on context, prior knowledge, and/or experience 
• Rely on recognition of cognates 
• May recognize word family roots, prefixes, and suffixes 
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INTERPERSONAL COMMUNICATION 
Two-Way Speaking, Signing, & Writing 

ML.IP.N The learner can communicate spontaneous spoken, written, or signed 
conversations on both very familiar and everyday topics, using a variety of practiced or 
memorized words, phrases, simple sentences, and questions. 

Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

ML.IP.NL 
 

I can answer a few simple 
questions with the help of 
gestures or visuals. 

Context/Content 

• Informal, formal 
• Predictable, very familiar 

Function 

• Answer a few simple questions 
• Express some basic needs 
• Express basic preferences or feelings 

Discourse Type 

• Practiced or memorized words and 
phrases 

Comprehensibility 

• Can be understood only with great effort by 
someone accustomed to a language 
learner. 

ML.IP.NM 
 

I can ask and answer a 
few simple questions and 
react to others on very 
familiar and everyday 
topics. 

Context/Content 

• Informal, formal 
• Predictable, very familiar and everyday 

topics 
Function 

• Ask and answer a few simple questions 
• Express and ask about needs 
• Express, ask about, and react to others’ 

preferences or feelings 
Discourse Type 

• Practiced or memorized questions, words, 
phrases, and simple sentences 

Comprehensibility 

• Can be understood with difficulty by 
someone accustomed to a language 
learner. 
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Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

ML.IP.NH 
 

I can ask and answer 
some practiced and 
original questions, keep 
the conversation on topic, 
and react to others on 
familiar and everyday 
topics. 

Context/Content 

• Informal, formal 
• Predictable, familiar and everyday topics 

Function 

• Ask and answer some practiced and 
original questions 

• Keep the conversation on topic 
• Interact with others to meet my basic 

needs 
• Express, ask about, and react to 

preferences, feelings, or opinions 
Discourse Type 

• Simple sentences and questions most of 
the time 

Comprehensibility 

• Can mostly be understood by someone 
accustomed to a language learner. 

 
Cultural Competence 

• Interact with others from the target culture in familiar everyday situations and 
show basic cultural awareness 

• Use appropriate rehearsed behaviors and recognize some obviously 
inappropriate behaviors in familiar everyday situations 

 
Communication Strategies 

Can use some or all of the following strategies to maintain communication: 

• Imitate modeled words 
• Use facial expressions and gestures 
• Repeat words 
• Ask for repetition 
• Indicate lack of understanding 
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PRESENTATIONAL COMMUNICATION 
One-Way Speaking, Signing, & Writing 

ML.P.N The learner can present information on both very familiar and everyday topics 
using a variety of practiced or memorized words, phrases, and simple sentences through 
spoken, written, or signed language. 

Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

ML.P.NL 
 

I can present personal 
information using 
practiced or memorized 
words and phrases with 
the support of 
gestures/visuals. 

Context/Content 

• Informal, formal 
• Predictable, very familiar 

Function 

• Introduce myself 
• Name people, places, and objects 
• Express my simple likes and dislikes 

Discourse Type 

• Practiced or memorized words and 
phrases 

Comprehensibility 

• Can be understood only with great effort 

ML.P.NM 
 

I can present on very 
familiar and everyday 
topics of interest using a 
mixture of practiced or 
memorized phrases and 
simple sentences. 

Context/Content 

• Informal, formal 
• Predictable, very familiar, everyday 

Function 

• Present simple information about myself, 
my interests, my activities, and other 
topics 

• Express my likes and dislikes 
Discourse Type 

• Practiced or memorized words, phrases, 
and simple sentences 

Comprehensibility 

• Can be understood with difficulty by 
someone accustomed to a language 
learner 
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Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

ML.P.NH 
 

I can present information 
on familiar and everyday 
topics of interest using 
simple sentences most of 
the time. 

Context/Content 

• Informal, formal 
• Predictable, familiar, everyday 

Function 

• Present information and details about my 
life, interests, and activities 

• Express my preferences 
• Present on everyday topics 

Discourse Type 

• Simple sentences most of the time 
Comprehensibility 

• Can be mostly understood by someone 
accustomed to a language learner 

 
Cultural Competence 

• Communicate with others from the target culture showing some basic cultural 
awareness 

• Use appropriate rehearsed behaviors and recognize some obviously 
inappropriate behaviors in familiar everyday situations 

 
Communication Strategies 

Can use some or all of the following strategies to maintain communication: 

• Rely on a rehearsed format with multiple drafts 
• Use facial expressions and gestures 
• Repeat words 
• Use modeled words 
• Use graphic organizers, visuals, and short notes 
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INTERMEDIATE STANDARDS: 
Modern Languages 
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INTERPRETIVE COMMUNICATION 
Listening, Viewing, & Reading 

ML.IN.I The learner can understand the main idea and some pieces of information on 
familiar topics from sentences and series of connected sentences within narratives that 
are spoken, written, or signed. 

Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

ML.IN.IL I can identify the main 
idea and related 
information in short 
authentic texts/audio or 
signed messages. 

Context/Content 

• Authentic informational and fictional 
narratives 

• Observed or overheard conversations 
• Straightforward, familiar  

Function 

• Identify the main idea and related 
information in texts or signed messages 

• Identify the main idea in short 
conversations 

Discourse Type 

• Simple sentences 
• Some sentence-length speech or signed 

messages 

ML.IN.IM I can understand the main 
idea and key information 
in short authentic 
texts/audio or signed 
messages. 

Context/Content 

• Authentic informational and fictional 
narratives 

• Observed or overheard conversations 
• Straightforward, familiar, some researched  

Function 

• Understand the main idea and key 
information in texts or signed messages 

• Identify the main idea and key information 
in short conversations 

Discourse Type 

• Connected sentences 
• Sentence-length speech or signed 

messages 
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Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

ML.IN.IH I can understand the main 
idea and sometimes flow 
of events in major time 
frames in authentic 
texts/audio or signed 
messages. 

Context/Content 

• Authentic informational and fictional 
narratives 

• Observed or overheard conversations 
• Straightforward, familiar, concrete, some 

researched 
Function 

• Follow the main idea or story and actions 
expressed in texts or signed messages 

• Understand main idea and flow of events in 
conversations 

Discourse Type 

• Series of sentences and paragraphs  
• Simple, sentence-length and connected 

passages in speech or signed messages 

 
Cultural Awareness 

• Generally, relies heavily on knowledge of familiar cultural norms and 
expectations to interpret written texts or signed messages 

• May not easily understand mood, feeling, or emotion conveyed in writing or 
signed messages 

• Recognizes that significant differences in behaviors exist among cultures 
 

Literacy Strategies 
May use some or all of the following strategies to comprehend narratives (written or 
visual): 

• Skim and scan 
• Use visual support and background knowledge 
• Predict meaning based on context, prior knowledge, and/or experience 
• Use context clues 
• Recognize word family roots, prefixes, and suffixes 

For non-alphabetic languages: 

• Recognize radicals 
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INTERPERSONAL COMMUNICATION 
Two-Way Speaking, Signing, & Writing 

ML.IP.I The learner can participate in spontaneous spoken, written, or signed 
conversations on familiar topics, creating sentences and series of sentences to ask and 
answer a variety of questions. 

Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

ML.IP.IL I can interact with others, 
ask appropriate follow-up 
questions, and react with 
some details to familiar 
topics. 

Context/Content 

• Informal, formal 
• Straightforward, familiar  

Function 

• Ask appropriate follow-up questions 
• Interact with others to meet my basic 

needs 
• Express, ask about, and react with some 

detail to preferences, feelings, and 
opinions 

Discourse Type 

• Simple sentences and appropriate follow-
up questions 

Comprehensibility 

• Can be understood by someone 
accustomed to a language learner 

ML.IP.IM I can exchange 
information, preferences, 
or feelings, ask a variety 
of follow-up questions, 
and provide basic advice. 

Context/Content 

• Informal, formal 
• Straightforward, familiar, at times 

researched  
Function 

• Ask a variety of follow-up questions 
• Interact with others to meet my needs 
• Exchange preferences, feelings, and 

opinions 
• Provide basic advice  

Discourse Type 

• Sentences, some series of sentences, and 
a variety of follow-up questions  

Comprehensibility 

• Can be easily understood by someone 
accustomed to a language learner 
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Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

ML.IP.IH I can exchange 
information, ask a variety 
of questions, and explain 
preferences and opinions, 
often across major time 
frames. 

Context/Content 

• Informal, formal 
• Straightforward, familiar, concrete, 

researched  
Function 

• Ask a variety of questions 
• Interact with others to meet my needs, 

sometimes involving complications 
• Explain preferences, feelings, and opinions 
• Provide advice on familiar and researched 

topics  
Discourse Type 

• Series of sentences and a variety of 
questions  

Comprehensibility 

• Can be easily understood by someone 
accustomed to a language learner 

 
 
 
 
 

Cultural Competence 
• Converse with peers from the target culture 
• Show interest in basic cultural similarities and differences 
• Use learned communication conventions and adjust language choices to reduce 

misunderstanding 
 

Communication Strategies 
Can use some of the following strategies to maintain communication: 

• Ask questions 
• Ask for clarification 
• Self-correct or restate when not understood 
• Use known language to compensate for unknown vocabulary (circumlocution) 
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PRESENTATIONAL COMMUNICATION 
One-Way Speaking, Signing, & Writing 

ML.P.I The learner can communicate information, make presentations, and express 
thoughts about familiar topics, using sentences and series of connected sentences 
through spoken, written, or signed language. 

Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

ML.P.IL I can present information 
on a variety of familiar 
topics by creating original 
sentences. 

Context/Content 

• Informal, formal 
• Straightforward 
• Predictable, familiar 

Function 

• Express my preferences and explain why I 
feel that way 

• Present on familiar, personal, and everyday 
topics 

Discourse Type 

• Simple sentences  
Comprehensibility 

• Can be understood by someone 
accustomed to a language learner 

ML.P.IM I can tell a story and give 
straightforward 
presentations about my 
life and experiences using 
original connected 
sentences. 

Context/Content 

• Informal, formal 
• Straightforward 
• Predictable, familiar, transactional, at 

times researched 
Function 

• Tell a story  
• State my viewpoint and give some reasons 

to support it 
• give presentations on everyday topics and 

some concrete researched topics 
Discourse Type 

• Sentences and a series of connected 
sentences  

Comprehensibility 

• Can be easily understood by someone 
accustomed to a language learner 
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Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

ML.P.IH I can tell stories, give 
detailed presentations, 
and state my viewpoint 
with reasoning using a 
few short paragraphs, 
often across major time 
frames. 

Context/Content 

• Informal, formal 
• Straightforward 
• Predictable, familiar, concrete, at times 

researched 
Function 

• Tell stories 
• State my viewpoint and provide reasons to 

support it 
• give detailed presentations on everyday 

topics and some concrete researched 
topics  

Discourse Type 

• Series of connected sentences and 
complex sentences that may combine to 
create a simple paragraph(s) and/or 
paragraph-length discourse 

Comprehensibility 

• Can be generally understood by someone 
unaccustomed to a language learner 

 
Cultural Competence 

• Compare products and practices related to everyday life and personal interests 
or studies 

• Recognize that communication conventions vary among cultures and use learned 
language choices appropriate to the audience, purpose, and setting 

 
Communication Strategies 

Can use some or all of the following strategies to communicate and maintain audience 
interest: 

• Simplify 
• Use graphics or images 
• Use known language to compensate for unknown vocabulary (circumlocution) 
• Restate or self-correct when miscommunication occurs 
• Use reference resources as appropriate 

For ASL: 

• Use appropriate non-manual markers 
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ADVANCED STANDARDS: 
Modern Languages 
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INTERPRETIVE COMMUNICATION 
Listening, Viewing, & Reading 

ML.IN.A The learner can understand the main message and supporting details on a wide 
variety of familiar and general topics across various time frames from complex, organized 
narratives that are spoken, written, or signed. 

Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

ML.IN.AL I can understand the 
underlying message and 
some supporting details 
in authentic texts/audio 
or signed messages, 
across various time 
frames. 

Context/Content 

• Descriptive, informational and fictional 
narratives 

• Conversations and discussions 
• Complex, wide variety of general interest 

topics 
Function 

• Identify the underlying message and some 
supporting details in informational 
narratives 

• Follow the main story and some supporting 
details in fictional narratives 

• Understand the main message and some 
supporting details in conversations 

Discourse Type 

• Multiple paragraphs 

ML.IN.AM I can understand the 
underlying message and 
most supporting details in 
authentic texts/audio or 
signed messages, across 
various time frames. 

Context/Content 

• Descriptive, informational, and fictional 
narratives 

• Conversations and discussions 
• Complex, wide variety of topics about the 

past, present, or future that are supported 
by prior knowledge 

Function 

• Understand the underlying message and 
most supporting details in informational 
narratives 

• Follow the main story and most supporting 
details in fictional narratives 

• Understand the main message and most 
supporting details in conversations 

Discourse Type 

• Multiple paragraphs 
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Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

ML.IN.AH I can follow the flow of 
ideas and some nuances 
from complex language in 
authentic texts/audio or 
signed messages, across 
all time frames. 

Context/Content 

• Descriptive, informational, and fictional 
narratives 

• Conversations and discussions 
• Complex, unfamiliar, abstract topics  

Function 

• Follow the flow of ideas and infer meaning 
in informational narratives 

• Follow the flow of ideas and some nuances 
from different viewpoints in fictional 
narratives and conversations  

Discourse Type 

• Multiple paragraphs 

 
Cultural Awareness 

• Use knowledge of cultural differences, as well as increasing cultural 
understanding to interpret written texts or signed narratives 

• Explain how a variety of practices within familiar and social situations are related 
to perspectives 

 
Literacy Strategies 

Comprehend fully the intent of the message adapting strategies for one’s own purposes; 
use some or all of the following strategies to comprehend narratives (written or visual): 

• Skim and scan 
• Use visual support and background knowledge 
• Predict meaning based on context, prior knowledge, and/or experience 
• Use context clues and linguistic knowledge 
• Identify the organizing principle of the text 
• Create inferences 
• Differentiate main ideas from supporting details in order to verify 
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INTERPERSONAL COMMUNICATION 
Two-Way Speaking, Signing, & Writing 

ML.IP.A The learner can maintain spontaneous spoken, written, or signed conversations 
and discussions across various time frames on familiar, as well as unfamiliar, concrete 
topics, using a series of connected sentences and probing questions. 

Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

ML.IP.AL I can exchange 
information and ideas, 
maintain conversations, 
and resolve unexpected 
complications by asking 
and answering questions 
across various time 
frames. 

Context/Content 

• Informal, formal, complex 
• Familiar, unfamiliar, academic, social, 

concrete 
Function 

• Ask questions to resolve unexpected 
conflicts 

• Exchange information and ideas in 
discussions 

• Negotiate to resolve an unexpected 
complication in a familiar situation 

• Provide explanations and comparisons of 
preferences and opinions 

• Provide advice on familiar and concrete 
topics 

• Partially narrate on a topic 
Discourse Type 

• Simple paragraphs and/or paragraph 
length discourse 
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Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

ML.IP.AM I can maintain extended 
discussions by asking 
probing questions, 
narrate with details, and 
offer a wide variety of 
solutions across various 
time frames. 

Context/Content 

• Informal, formal, complex 
• Familiar, unfamiliar, academic, social, 

professional, concrete 
Function 

• Ask probing questions 
• Maintain discussions on a wide variety of 

topics 
• Negotiate to resolve an unexpected 

complication in a familiar situation and 
offer a variety of resolutions 

• Support, react to, and compare 
preferences and opinions 

• Express advice and emotions in detail 
• Narrate with relevant/ supporting facts 

Discourse Type 

• Organized paragraphs and/or connected 
paragraph-length discourse 

ML.IP.AH I can discuss and debate 
abstract topics by asking 
precise questions, 
construct hypotheses, 
and narrate fully and 
accurately in all time 
frames. 

Context/Content 

• Informal, formal 
• Familiar, unfamiliar, academic, social, 

professional, concrete, abstract 
Function 

• Ask precise and hypothetical questions 
• Discuss and debate a variety of topics 
• Negotiate to resolve an unexpected 

complication in an unfamiliar situation 
• Support, and sometimes debate opinions 
• Provide advice on complex hypothetical 

and abstract issues 
• Narrate fully and accurately 

Discourse Type 

• Organized paragraphs and/or connected 
paragraph-length discourse, and at times 
cohesive extended discourse  

 
Comprehensibility 

• Understood by people not accustomed to language learners 



Back to Table of Contents 
 

ADVANCED MODERN LANGUAGES  

SC CCR WLPS  Page 55 
September 14, 2026 

 
Cultural Competence 

• Converse comfortably with others from the target culture in familiar and some 
unfamiliar situations and show some understanding of cultural differences 

• Demonstrate awareness of variation among cultural communication conventions 
and adjust communication strategies and language choices according to 
audience, purpose, and context 

 
Communication Strategies 

Can use the following strategies to maintain communication: 

• Request clarification 
• Repeat, restate, and rephrase 
• Use known language to compensate for unknown vocabulary (circumlocution) 
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PRESENTATIONAL COMMUNICATION 
One-Way Speaking, Signing, & Writing 

ML.P.A The learner can deliver detailed and organized presentations on familiar as well as 
unfamiliar concrete topics, in paragraphs and using various time frames through spoken, 
written, or signed language. 

Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

ML.P.AL I can tell stories, deliver 
presentations, and state a 
viewpoint with supporting 
evidence using 
paragraphs across major 
time frames. 

Context/Content 

• Informal, formal, complex 
• Familiar, unfamiliar, academic, social, 

concrete 
Function 

• Tell stories about school, community 
events, and personal experiences 

• State a viewpoint with supporting evidence 
• Deliver presentations on academic and 

social topics 
Discourse Type 

• Simple paragraphs and/or paragraph-
length discourse 

ML.P.AM I can tell stories, deliver 
detailed presentations, 
and present an argument 
with supporting evidence 
using organized 
paragraphs across major 
time frames. 

Context/Content 

• Informal, formal, complex 
• Familiar, unfamiliar, academic, social, 

professional, concrete 
Function 

• Tell detailed stories on academic, social, 
and professional topics of interest 

• Present an argument with supporting 
evidence 

• Deliver detailed presentations and 
elaborate on academic, social, and 
professional topics 

Discourse Type 

• Organized paragraphs and/or connected 
paragraph-length discourse  
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Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

ML.P.AH I can deliver cohesive 
presentations on a variety 
of complex concrete 
topics using organized 
and connected 
paragraphs across all 
time frames. 

Context/Content 

• Informal, formal, complex 
• Familiar, unfamiliar, academic, social, 

professional, concrete, abstract 
Function 

• Deliver cohesive presentations on a variety 
of complex topics 

• Present an argument with supporting 
evidence on complex concrete issues  

• Deliver cohesive presentations on a variety 
of complex concrete topics relating to 
community interests or specialized fields 
and deal with related hypothetical issues 

Discourse Type 

• Organized paragraphs and/or connected 
paragraph-length discourse, and at times 
cohesive extended discourse 

 
Comprehensibility 

• Easily understood by those unaccustomed to language learners 
 

Cultural Competence 
• Demonstrate awareness of subtle differences among cultural behaviors 
• Adjust communication strategies and language choices according to audience, 

purpose, and context in familiar and unfamiliar situations 
• Explain how a variety of products of public and personal interests are related to 

perspectives 
 

Communication Strategies 
Can use the following range of strategies to communicate and maintain audience 
interest: 

• Demonstrate conscious efforts at self-editing and correction 
• Elaborate and clarify 
• Provide examples, synonyms, or antonyms 
• Use cohesion, chronology, and details to explain or narrate fully 

For ASL: 
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Communication Strategies 
• Consistently use appropriate non-manual markers 
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NOVICE STANDARDS: 
Classical Languages 
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INTERPRETIVE COMMUNICATION 
Listening & Reading 

CL.IN.N The learner can identify the general topic and some basic information on familiar 
topics by recognizing practiced or memorized words, phrases, and simple sentences in 
Latin or Greek texts that are spoken or written. 

Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

CL.IN.NL I can identify memorized 
or familiar Latin or Greek 
words and phrases from 
very simple, adapted text 
when supported by 
gestures or visuals. 

Context/Content 

• Simple, adapted, narrative texts  
• Observed or read conversations 
• Predictable, very familiar 

Function 

• Identify practiced or familiar words 
• Understand simple greetings  

Discourse Type 

• Memorized or familiar words and phrases 
from very simple adapted text 

CL.IN.NM I can identify the topic 
and basic facts from 
memorized Latin or Greek 
words and phrases from 
simple, adapted texts 
when supported by 
gestures or visuals. 

Context/Content 

• Simple, adapted, narrative texts  
• Observed or read conversations 
• Predictable, very familiar 

Function 

• Identify the topic and basic facts 
• Understand simple questions or 

statements on familiar topics  
Discourse Type 

• Memorized or familiar words and phrases 
from simple adapted text 
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Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

CL.IN.NH I can identify the main 
idea and a few supporting 
details of simple adapted 
texts and sometimes 
follow stories and 
descriptions of events on 
familiar topics, in major 
time frames. 

Context/Content 

• Adapted narrative texts 
• Observed or read conversations 
• Predictable, familiar 

Function 

• Understand the main idea and a few 
supporting details, and make inferences 

• Follow the narrative of a simple story most 
of the time 

Discourse Type 

• Simple, adapted sentences 
•  Sometimes authentic phrases 

 
Cultural Awareness 

• Identify some typical products and practices related to everyday life in the 
Classical world 

• Understand the perspectives of Greek or Roman culture as revealed in products 
and practices of the Greeks and Romans 

 
Literacy Strategies 

May use some or all of the following strategies to comprehend narratives (written or 
visual): 

• Skim and scan 
• Rely on visual support and background knowledge 
• Predict meaning based on context, prior knowledge, and/or experience 
• Rely on recognition of cognates 
• May recognize word family roots, prefixes, and suffixes 
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INTERPERSONAL COMMUNICATION 
Two-Way Speaking & Writing 

CL.IP.N The learner can communicate in spontaneous spoken or written conversations on 
very familiar topics, using a variety of practiced or memorized words, phrases, simple 
sentences, and questions. 

Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

CL.IP.NL I can provide very basic 
information by answering 
a few simple questions on 
very familiar topics with 
the help of gestures or 
visuals. 

Context/Content 

• Very familiar and everyday topics 
• Situations in one’s own culture and the 

Classical world 
Function 

• Answer a few simple questions 
• Express basic personal information 
• Express basic facts about the Classical 

world 
Discourse Type 

• Practiced and memorized words and 
phrases 

Comprehensibility 

• Can be understood only with great effort by 
someone accustomed to a language 
learner 
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Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

CL.IP.NM I can request and provide 
information by asking and 
answering a few simple 
questions on very familiar 
topics with the help of 
gestures and visuals. 

Context/Content 

• Very familiar and everyday topics 
• Situations in one’s own culture and the 

Classical world 
Function 

• Ask and answer simple questions  
• Express some preferences or feelings 

about familiar topics and react to those of 
others 

• Express my learning about the Classical 
world from a reading or cultural lesson 

Discourse Type 

• Practiced and memorized questions, 
words, phrases, and some simple 
sentences 

Comprehensibility 

• Can be understood with difficulty by 
someone accustomed to a language 
learner 

CL.IP.NH I can request and provide 
information by asking and 
answering practiced 
questions on familiar 
topics with the help of 
gestures and visuals. 

Context/Content 

• Familiar and everyday topics 
• Situations in one’s own culture and the 

Classical world 
Function 

• Ask and answer questions about a reading 
or lesson 

• Exchange information about the Classical 
world 

• Interact with others in formulaic social 
situations 

Discourse Type 

• Simple sentences and questions most of 
the time 

Comprehensibility 

• Can mostly be understood by someone 
accustomed to a language learner 
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Cultural Competence 
• Ask and answer questions about self and topics related to Roman and Greek 

culture  
• Express my learning about the Classical world using a mixture of practiced or 

memorized words, phrases, and simple sentences 
 

Communication Strategies 
Can use some or all of the following strategies to maintain communication: 

• Imitate modeled words 
• Use facial expressions and gestures 
• Repeat words 
• Ask for repetition 
• Indicate lack of understanding 
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PRESENTATIONAL COMMUNICATION 
One-Way Speaking & Writing 

CL.P.N The learner can present information on very familiar topics using a variety of 
practiced or memorized words, phrases, and simple sentences through spoken or written 
language. 

Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

CL.P.NL I can present information 
on very familiar topics 
using practiced or 
memorized words and 
phrases with the help of 
gestures or visuals. 

Context/Content 

• Familiar and everyday topics 
• Familiar topics of the Classical world 

Function 

• Introduce myself 
• Name very familiar people, places, and 

objects 
• Express simple likes and dislikes 

Discourse Type 

• Practiced or memorized words and 
phrases 

Comprehensibility 

• Can be understood only with great effort by 
someone accustomed to a language 
learner 

CL.P.NM I can present information 
on very familiar topics 
and general topics of the 
Classical world using a 
mixture of practiced or 
memorized phrases and 
simple sentences. 

Context/Content 

• Familiar and everyday topics 
• Familiar topics of the Classical world 

Function 

• Present simple information about myself, 
my interests, and my activities 

• Express likes and dislikes 
• Present on very familiar topics of the 

Classical world 
Discourse Type 

• Practiced and memorized words and 
phrases and simple sentences 

Comprehensibility 

• Can be understood with difficulty by 
someone accustomed to a language 
learner 
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Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

CL.P.NH I can present information 
on familiar topics and 
general topics of Roman 
and Greek culture using 
simple sentences across 
major time frames most 
of the time. 

Context/Content 

• Familiar and everyday topics 
• Familiar topics of the Classical world 

Function 

• Present information and details about my 
life, interests, and activities 

• Present information about familiar topics 
of Roman and Greek culture and history 

Discourse Type 

• Simple sentences most of the time 
Comprehensibility 

• Can be mostly understood by someone 
accustomed to a language learner 

 
Cultural Competence 

• Present on typical products and practices related to everyday life in the Classical 
world 

• Understand the perspectives of Roman or Greek culture as revealed in products 
and practices of the Romans and Greeks 

 
Communication Strategies 

Can use some or all of the strategies to maintain communication: 

• Rely on a rehearsed format with multiple drafts 
• Use facial expressions and gestures 
• Repeat words 
• Use modeled words 
• Use graphic organizers, visuals, and short notes 
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INTERMEDIATE STANDARDS: 
Classical Languages 
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INTERPRETIVE COMMUNICATION 
Listening & Reading 

CL.IN.I The learner can identify the main idea and supporting details on familiar topics in 
adapted-authentic or authentic Latin or Greek texts that are spoken or written. 

Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

CL.IN.IL I can identify the main 
idea and some supporting 
details across major time 
frames and make 
inferences of unfamiliar 
vocabulary in adapted 
Latin or Greek texts. 

Context/Content 

• Simple, adapted Latin or Greek texts 
• Straightforward, familiar, concrete, some 

researched 
Function 

• Identify the main idea and some supporting 
details in adapted texts 

• Make inferences of unfamiliar vocabulary 
• Understand messages related to familiar 

topics within context 
Discourse Type 

• Sentence length in adapted Latin or Greek 
texts 

CL.IN.IM I can identify the main 
idea and some supporting 
details across various 
time frames and make 
inferences of unfamiliar 
vocabulary in paragraph-
length adapted and 
simple, authentic Latin or 
Greek texts. 

Context/Content 

• Adapted and simple, authentic Latin or 
Greek texts. 

• Straightforward, familiar, concrete, some 
researched 

Function 

• Identify the main idea and some supporting 
details in adapted and authentic texts 

• Make inferences of unfamiliar vocabulary 
• Understand basic information in stories, 

dialogues, and other spoken or recorded 
messages 

Discourse Type 

• Paragraph-length in adapted or authentic 
Latin or Greek narrative texts 
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Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

CL.IN.IH I can identify the main 
idea and most supporting 
details across various 
time frames, and make 
inferences of unfamiliar 
vocabulary in simple, 
authentic Latin or Greek 
texts. 

Context/Content 

• Simple, authentic Latin or Greek texts 
• Straightforward, familiar, concrete, some 

researched 
Function 

• Identify the main idea and most supporting 
details in authentic texts 

• Make inferences of unfamiliar vocabulary 
• Follow the narrative of a simple story read 

aloud 
Discourse Type 

• Paragraph length in authentic Latin or 
Greek narrative texts 

 
Cultural Awareness 

• Compare products and practices related to everyday life and personal interests 
or studies to understand perspectives 

• Compare products, practices, and perspectives of Classical cultures to those of 
other cultures around the world up to modern day 

 
Literacy Strategies 

May use some or all of the following strategies to comprehend narratives (written or 
visual): 

• Skim and scan 
• Use visual support and background knowledge 
• Predict meaning based on context, prior knowledge, and/or experience 
• Use context clues 
• Recognize word family roots, prefixes, and suffixes 
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INTERPERSONAL COMMUNICATION 
Two-Way Speaking & Writing 

CL.IP.I The learner can participate in spontaneous spoken or written conversations on 
familiar topics, creating sentences and series of sentences to ask and answer a variety of 
questions. 

Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

CL.IP.IL I can request and provide 
information on familiar 
topics using simple 
sentences. 

Context/Content 

• Variety of familiar, concrete topics and 
situations 

• Topics related to the Classical world 
Function 

• Ask and answer questions on familiar, 
conversational, or academic topics 

• Use the language to meet basic needs in 
familiar situations 

Discourse Type 

• Simple sentences that are supported by 
the readings at hand  

Comprehensibility 

• Can be understood by someone 
accustomed to a language learner 
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Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

CL.IP.IM I can communicate and 
exchange information 
about a variety of familiar 
topics and topics related 
to the Classical world 
using a series of 
sentences, across major 
time frames. 

Context/Content 

• Variety of familiar, unfamiliar, concrete 
topics  

• Topics related to the Classical world 
• Guided by simple authentic Latin or Greek 

texts 
Function 

• Ask questions for clarification 
• Rephrase readings to offer points of 

discussion about the readings 
• Formulate responses to questions that go 

beyond the language of the question, and 
use language from their own Latin or Greek 
vocabulary 

Discourse Type 

• Series of sentences that are supported by 
the readings at hand 

Comprehensibility 

• Can be easily understood by someone 
accustomed to a language learner 

CL.IP.IH I can communicate and 
exchange information 
about less familiar topics 
and a variety of topics 
related to the Classical 
world using connected 
sentences, across various 
time frames. 

Context/Content 

• Variety of familiar, unfamiliar, concrete 
topics 

• Topics related to the Classical world 
• Guided by simple authentic Latin or Greek 

texts 
Function 

• Ask questions regarding points of 
discussion 

• Express thoughts and ideas 
• Engage in a conversation on academic 

topics 
Discourse Type 

• Connected sentences that are supported 
by the readings at hand 

Comprehensibility 

• Can be easily understood by someone 
accustomed to a language learner 
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Cultural Competence 

• Make comparisons between products, practices, and perspectives of Classical 
culture to other cultures across time and space, including elements on which 
other cultures rely 

• Compare products and practices related to everyday life and personal interests 
or studies to understand perspectives 

 
Communication Strategies 

Can use some of the following strategies to maintain communication: 

• Ask questions 
• Ask for clarification 
• Self-correct or restate when not understood 
• Use known language to compensate for unknown vocabulary (circumlocution) 
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PRESENTATIONAL COMMUNICATION 
One-Way Speaking & Writing 

CL.P.I The learner can communicate information, make presentations, and express 
thoughts about familiar topics relating to the Classical world, using sentences and series 
of connected sentences through spoken or written language. 

Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

CL.P.IL I can present information 
about familiar topics and 
topics related to the 
Classical world using 
simple sentences. 

Context/Content 

• Informal, formal 
• Straightforward 
• Formulaic, familiar 

Function 

• Describe people, activities, events, and 
experiences related to self or Roman and 
Greek history and culture 

• Express personal needs, wants, or 
preferences on topics of interest 

Discourse Type 

• Simple sentences  
Comprehensibility 

• Can be understood by someone 
accustomed to a language learner 

CL.P.IM I can present information 
about a variety of familiar 
topics and topics related 
to the Classical world 
using sentences and a 
series of connected 
sentences. 

Context/Content 

• Informal, formal 
• Straightforward 
• Formulaic, familiar, at times researched 

Function 

• Present on familiar topic or topics related 
to Roman and Greek history and culture 

• State viewpoint on familiar topics related 
to the Classical world  

Discourse Type 

• Sentences and a series of connected 
sentences 

Comprehensibility 

• Can be easily understood by someone 
accustomed to a language learner 
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Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

CL.P.IH I can give detailed 
presentations on a variety 
of familiar topics and 
topics related to the 
Classical world using 
connected sentences and 
short simple paragraphs 
across various time 
frames. 

Context/Content 

• Informal, formal 
• Straightforward 
• Formulaic, familiar, researched 

Function 

• Present on a variety of familiar topics and 
topics related to Roman and Greek history 
and culture 

• State viewpoint on topics related to the 
Classical world and provide reasons to 
support it 

Discourse Type 

• Series of connected sentences and 
complex sentences that may combine to 
create a simple paragraph(s) and/or 
paragraph-length discourse 

Comprehensibility 

• Can be generally understood by someone 
unaccustomed to a language learner 

 
Cultural Competence 

• Make comparisons between products, practices, and perspectives of Classical 
culture to other cultures across time and space, including elements on which 
other cultures rely 

• Compare products and practices related to everyday life and personal interests 
or studies to understand perspectives 

 
Communication Strategies 

Can use some or all of the following strategies to communicate and maintain audience 
interest: 

• Simplify 
• Use graphics or images 
• Use known language to compensate for unknown vocabulary (circumlocution) 
• Restate or self-correct when miscommunication occurs 
• Use reference resources as appropriate 
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ADVANCED STANDARDS: 
Classical Languages 
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INTERPRETIVE COMMUNICATION 
Listening & Reading 

CL.IN.A The learner can understand the main ideas and supporting details across various 
time frames in a wide variety of complex, authentic Latin or Greek texts that are spoken or 
written and make comparisons to other spoken or written texts. 

Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

CL.IN.AL I can follow stories and 
descriptions of some 
length and in various time 
frames and genres of 
authentic annotated Latin 
or Greek texts. 

Context/Content 

• Familiar and everyday topics 
• Authentic, annotated Latin and Greek texts  

Function 

• Follow stories and descriptions of some 
length and in various time frames and 
genres 

• Understand information in Latin or Greek 
texts for practical purposes, including 
making literacy inferences 

• Understand Latin or Greek texts that offer 
differing perspectives and explanations 

• Make some comparisons to other texts 
Discourse Type 

• Multiple paragraphs 

CL.IN.AM I can follow stories and 
descriptions of 
considerable length in 
various time frames, 
genres, and unfamiliar 
topics in authentic 
annotated Latin or Greek 
texts. 

Context/Content 

• Topics related to the Classical world 
• Authentic, annotated Latin and Greek texts  
• Unfamiliar topics 

Function 

• Follow stories and descriptions of 
considerable length and in various time 
frames and genres  

• Follow historical accounts 
• Understand information in most genres, 

even when not familiar with the topic 
• Understand messages on a wide variety of 

past, present, and future events 
• Make many comparisons to other texts 

Discourse Type 

• Multiple paragraphs 
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Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

CL.IN.AH I can easily follow 
narrative, informational, 
and descriptive texts and 
sometimes understand 
extended arguments and 
different points of view in 
authentic Latin or Greek 
texts. 

Context/Content 

• Topics related to the Classical world 
• Authentic narrative, informational, and 

descriptive Latin or Greek texts 
• Complex, abstract topics 

Function 

• Follow narrative, informational, and 
descriptive Latin or Greek texts of any 
length and genre 

• Understand discussions on most topics 
that deal with special interests, unfamiliar 
situations, and abstract concepts 

• Follow, to some extent, extended 
arguments and different points of view 

• Understand information in a wide variety of 
genres, even when not familiar with the 
topic 

• Make many comparisons to other texts 
Discourse Type 

• Multiple paragraphs 

 
Cultural Awareness 

• Explain variation among products and practices and how it influences 
perspectives in Classical and other cultures 

• Explain the range of products, practices, and perspectives represented across 
cultures around the world through the modern day 

 
Literacy Strategies 

Comprehend fully the intent of the message adapting strategies for one’s own purposes; 
use some or all of the following strategies to comprehend narratives (written or visual): 

• Skim and scan 
• Use visual support and background knowledge 
• Predict meaning based on context, prior knowledge, and/or experience 
• Use context clues and linguistic knowledge 
• Identify the organizing principle of the text 
• Create inferences 
• Differentiate main ideas from supporting details in order to verify 
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INTERPERSONAL COMMUNICATION 
Two-Way Speaking & Writing 

CL.IP.A The learner can participate in spontaneous written and simpler spoken 
conversations and discussions across various time frames on familiar and unfamiliar 
topics pertaining to the Classical world, using a series of connected sentences and 
questions to convey meaning. 

Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

CL.IP.AL I can communicate and 
exchange information 
across various time 
frames on topics related 
to more complex 
authentic Latin or Greek 
texts using connected 
sentences. 

Context/Content 

• Topics related to reading or a cultural 
lesson 

• Informal, formal, complex 
Function 

• Exchange information on historical, 
cultural, or literary topics 

• Ask and answer questions that clarify 
meaning and explore broader themes from 
Latin or Greek texts 

Discourse Type 

• Connected sentences that are supported 
by the readings at hand 

 

CL.IP.AM I can communicate and 
exchange information 
across various time 
frames on topics related 
to complex authentic 
Latin or Greek texts using 
connected and complex 
sentences. 

Context/Content 

• Topics related to reading or a cultural 
lesson 

• Informal, formal, academic and complex 
Function 

• Exchange information on historical, 
cultural, or literary topics 

• Ask follow-up questions that explore 
broader themes from Latin or Greek texts 

Discourse Type 

• Connected and complex sentences that 
are supported by the readings at hand 
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Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

CL.IP.AH I can communicate and 
exchange information 
across various time 
frames on topics related 
to sophisticated 
authentic Latin or Greek 
texts using a series of 
connected and complex 
sentences. 

Context/Content 

• Topics related to reading or a cultural 
lesson 

• Informal, formal, academic, and abstract 
Function 

• Exchange information on historical, 
cultural, or literary topics 

• Ask and answer probing questions that 
explore themes from Latin or Greek texts 

Discourse Type 

• Connected and complex sentences that 
are supported by the readings at hand 

 

 
Comprehensibility 

• Understood by people not accustomed to language learners 
 

Cultural Competence 
• In my own and Roman or Greek culture, I can explain variation among products 

and practices and how it influences perspectives in Classical and other cultures 
• I can explain the range of products, practices, and perspectives represented 

across cultures around the world through the modern day 
 

Communication Strategies 
Can use the following strategies to maintain communication: 

• Request clarification 
• Repeat, restate, and rephrase 
• Use known language to compensate for unknown vocabulary (circumlocution) 
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PRESENTATIONAL COMMUNICATION 

One-Way Speaking & Writing 

CL.P.A The learner can deliver detailed and organized presentations on a variety of topics 
relating to the Classical world, using paragraphs and various time frames through spoken 
or written language. 

Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

CL.P.AL I can give detailed 
presentations on a variety 
of topics related to the 
Classical world using 
connected sentences and 
paragraphs across 
various time frames and 
moods. 

Context/Content 

• Topics of Roman or Greek culture 
• Formal, informal 
• Complex, academic, and social 

Function 

• Present on a variety of topics related to the 
Classical world 

• State a viewpoint with supporting evidence 
Discourse Type 

• Properly phrased connected sentences 
and paragraphs 

 

CL.P.AM I can give detailed 
presentations on a variety 
of topics related to the 
Classical world using 
organized paragraphs 
across various time 
frames and moods. 

Context/Content 

• Topics of Roman or Greek culture 
• Formal, informal 
• Complex, academic, and social 

Function 

• Present on a variety of topics related to the 
Classical world  

• Present an argument with supportive 
evidence 

Discourse Type 

• Paragraph length  
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Benchmark # Benchmark Insight 

CL.P.AH I can give detailed 
presentations on a variety 
of topics and complex 
ideas related to the 
Classical world using 
elaborate vocabulary and 
paragraph length across 
various time frames and 
moods. 

Context/Content 

• Topics of Roman or Greek culture 
• Formal, informal 
• Complex, academic, and social 
• Hypothetical or abstract issues related to 

the Classical world 
Function 

• Present on a variety of topics and complex 
ideas related to the Classical world 

• Present on hypothetical and abstract 
issues  

Discourse Type 

• Elaborate vocabulary and paragraph length  

 
Comprehensibility 

• Easily understood by those unaccustomed to language learners 
 

Cultural Competence 
• Explain variation among products and practices and how it influences 

perspectives in Classical and other cultures 
• Explain the range of products, practices, and perspectives represented across 

cultures around the world through the modern day 
• Explain how elements of Latin or Greek language and literature have influenced 

modern equivalents 
 

Communication Strategies 
Can use the following range of strategies to communicate and maintain audience 
interest: 

• Demonstrate conscious efforts at self-editing and correction 
• Elaborate and clarify 
• Provide examples, synonyms, or antonyms 
• Use cohesion, chronology, and details to explain or narrate fully 
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