
	Grade 5 Unit 4 America in World War II

	Unit Overview

	In this unit, students are introduced to an in-depth study into the ideologies and policies that led to World War II, the events that led the U.S. from a position of neutrality to becoming involved in the war, and the strategies used in the European and Pacific theaters. Emphasis is placed on government-sponsored policies that led to the Holocaust and discrimination towards different marginalized groups in the United States.   Students will be actively engaged in hands-on learning through analysis of pictures, inquiry-based learning, opinion writings, political cartoon analysis, real world application games, and diary writing. 


	Overarching Inquiry Question

	How was it possible for nations to become involved in another world war just 20 years after the end of World War I?

All units are created to support the Overarching Inquiry Question. Inquiry-Based Learning supports the Profile of the South Carolina Graduate where students use skills to explore their inquiries related to the content as indicated in the standards instead of the teacher merely providing the information.

	Theme

	Isolation to Involvement

	Skills Emphasis at a Glance

	Compare:  Compare the ideologies and policies that led to World War II.
Cause and Effect:  Analyze the cause and effect of government-sponsored policies within the United States and Europe and related to the status of different groups to include the Holocaust.
Periodization:  Summarize the United States government’s transition away from neutrality policies from World War I that led to its eventual involvement in World War II.
Context:  Contextualize the technological and geographic influence on military strategies in the Pacific and European theaters of war during World War II.
Evidence:  Analyze multiple perspectives on the economic, political, and social effects of World War II and its aftermath using primary and secondary sources.

· It is important that the teacher incorporates the historical thinking skill vocabulary in their classroom on a daily basis. Modeling is essential for student understanding of these skills.

	Standard(s)

	Standard 3: Demonstrate an understanding of the economic, political, and social effects of World War II, the Holocaust, and their aftermath (i.e., 1930–1950) on the United States and South Carolina.
5.3.CO
5.3.CE
5.3.P
5.3.CX
5.3.E
Instructional Guidance:
Comparison:   Generate comparisons based on common or differing characteristics or contexts.
Causation:  Analyze multiple causes and effects, to include distinguishing long-term and short-term examples. 
Periodization:  Study the past in blocks of time in order to understand how they are linked.  
Contextualize:  Place events in the proper context, allowing students to understand the historical period. 
Summarize:  Structuring historical periods to group information and to establish key events as turning points and beginning/ending points.
Evidence:  Identify, source, and utilize different forms of evidence, including primary and secondary sources, used in an inquiry-based study of history. 

	I Can Statement(s)

	· I can compare the ideologies and policies that led to World War II.
· I can summarize the United States government’s transition away from neutrality policies following World War I that led to its eventual involvement in World War II.
· I can contextualize the technological and geographic influence on military strategies in the Pacific and European theaters of war of World War II.  
· I can analyze the cause and effect of government-sponsored policies within the United States and Europe related to the status of different groups, to include the Holocaust.  
· I can analyze multiple perspectives on the economic, political, and social effects of World War II and its aftermath using primary and secondary sources. 

	Unit Sequence of Teacher Instructional Practices and Actions Students will Take to answer the Overarching Inquiry Question
	Instructional Guidance and Resources listed below are offered as suggestions for educators to assist students in reaching the goals of the proposed sequence. 

	I can compare the ideologies and policies that led to World War II.

Teachers will introduce the unit by having students recall and discuss how the signing of the Treaty of Versailles marked the end of World War I. 

Teachers will have students watch the videos “The Treaty of Versailles: What did the Big 3 Want?” parts 1 and 2.  
· The Treaty of Versailles, What did the Big 3 Want? (Part 1)
· The Treaty of Versailles, What did the Big 3 Want? (Part 2)

Teachers will divide students into smaller groups, assigning either England, France, or the U.S. to each group.  Students will discuss and list the goals/wants of their assigned countries.  Students can use butcher paper (divided into sections) for this activity. The teacher will ask each group to share their findings with the class.  This will lead to a class discussion about how Germany was left out of the process.
· Paris Peace Conference and the Treaty of Versailles
· More Details on the Treaty of Versailles
· Causes of World War II

Teachers will divide students into small groups and have them analyze a political cartoon found on Khan Academy.  Teachers will place the political cartoon in the center of a piece of chart paper and create a “parking lot” for students to write their comments.   The Treaty of Versailles (Khan Academy) Political Cartoon is American and suggests that Germany was crushed by the giant reparations demanded by the Treaty of Versailles. The teacher will use Rubric for Assessing a Political Cartoon to assess. 

During this lesson, teachers will use the Political Cartoon Prezi to guide their lesson.  The Prezi has political cartoons that are good resources for students to analyze throughout this unit.  Teachers should use the Rubric for Assessing a Political Cartoon to assess students. 
	Deconstructed Standard:  Students will be able to describe how the Treaty of Versailles contributed to the rise of totalitarian governments and dictators after World War I. The goal is for students to be able to understand the factors that contributed to the totalitarian governments in Germany, Italy, the Soviet Union, and Japan and how they led to WWII. Key concepts that align to the indicators include comparing communism, fascism, Nationalism, Isolationism, and Democracy. 

Big 3 Goals and Wants List
(See the above listed website for a list of points about the goals and wants of the “Big 3”.)
· United States
· France
· Great Britain

Possible Questions to Prompt Student Analysis for Political Cartoons:
1.  Describe what you see. 
2. What do you notice first?
3. What people and objects are shown? 
4. What, if any, words do you see?
5. What’s happening in this cartoon? 
6. What was happening when this cartoon was made?
7. Who do you think was the audience for this cartoon? 
8. What issue do you think this cartoon is about? 
9. What do you think the cartoonist’s opinion on this issue is?
10. What methods does the cartoonist use to persuade the audience?





	I can summarize the United States government’s transition away from neutrality policies following World War I that led to its eventual involvement in World War II.

Teachers will introduce this topic by having students explain how and why the U.S. attempted to remain an isolationist country and stay neutral during the start of World War II. This discussion will segway in the next activity, allowing students to dig deeper into these concepts.
· Ducksters: Attack on Pearl Harbor (Events leading up to attack)
· FDR: Lend Lease

During this lesson, teachers will use the Political Cartoon Prezi to guide their lesson.  The Prezi has political cartoons that are good resources for students to analyze throughout this unit.  Teachers can use the Rubric for Assessing a Political Cartoon to assess students.  The teacher could also place a political cartoon in the center of a piece of butcher paper and have students fill in a Placemat Activity graphic organizer.

Teachers will have students watch the Pearl Harbor Attack Video.  Teachers will have the students work in groups to create a script for a newscast that would inform Americans of the attack on Pearl Harbor. Record the newscasts to view and share with others.

Students will also read the “Attack on Pearl Harbor!” play using Junior Scholastic Resources.  The teacher can use a variety of literary strategies that correlate to this topic. (See Lesson Plan from Junior Scholastic.)

Students can also analyze Political Cartoon #59: Neutrality and Isolationism and the teacher will use Rubric for Assessing a Political Cartoon to assess.
	Deconstructed Standard:  Students will be able to explain the transition of U.S. policy of neutrality after WWI to involvement in WWII. The goal is to show how the U.S. attempted to remain an isolationist and neutral nation after WWI by establishing policies to aid our allies without direct involvement in the war, but was eventually drawn into WWII.  Key concepts that align to these indicators include the Neutrality Acts, Lend Lease, peacetime draft, attack on Pearl Harbor, Homefront, and the invasion of Normandy on D-Day.

Book Suggestions:  See bottom of document for book synopsis
· Attack on Pearl Harbor: The True Story of the Day America
· Entered World War II by Shelley Tanaka

Extension Activity:  
Create a Movie Trailer
Divide students into groups. Have each group imagine that the play is going to be produced as a movie. Have them write, produce, and record a trailer to promote the feature film. They may write a script, design a set, and prepare costumes for the production of their trailer.


	I can contextualize the technological and geographic influence on military strategies in the Pacific and European theaters of war of World War II. 

The teacher will introduce this standard by having students discuss why advancements in technology and military strategies would impact key players involved in World War II.  Teachers use a critical thinking strategy to get students to develop their own questions of investigation.
During this lesson, teachers will use the Political Cartoon Prezi to guide their lesson.  The Prezi has political cartoons that are good resources for students to analyze throughout this unit.  Teachers can use the Rubric for Assessing a Political Cartoon to assess students. 

Teachers will divide students into smaller groups and assign each group with a topic pertaining to the standard.  Students will create an anchor chart listing advancements in technology/military strategies and their roles in World War II.  Students will come back together and have a class discussion, teaching the other groups about their researched topics.
· Ducksters: World War II Technology (Quiz)
Advancements in Aviation
Sonar and Radar Technologies
Penicillin
· Advancements made during WWII
Rocketry and the Atomic Bombs
Advancements in Aviation
Sonar and Radar Technologies
· Island Hopping
	Deconstructed Standard:  Students will be able to explain the technological and geographic influences on military strategies both in the European (including the Southern Front) and Pacific theaters of World War II. The goal is for students to understand the role that geography played impacting US military strategies and how technological advancements aided the war effort and military strategies. Key concepts that align to the indicators include island hopping, attack on Pearl Harbor, advancement in aviation, sonar, radar, rocketry, atomic bomb, and penicillin.
Suggestions for a Lesson:
Teachers can use the link National WWII Museum Virtual Field Trip for this next activity.  Teachers will then distribute copies of the student worksheets on pages 10-11 before the video conference begins.  Teachers will choose vocabulary, according to the standard, to correlate with this lesson.   Teachers must make a Test Call to The National WWII Museum at least one day before your Virtual Field Trip. Teachers can use the link for setup instructions.  There is also a list of post-field trip and extension activities found through the link provided.

	I can analyze the cause and effect of government-sponsored policies within the United States and Europe related to the status of different groups, to include the Holocaust.  

To introduce this standard, the teacher will lead a class discussion and ask students to recall, explain, and describe Jim Crow Laws from a previous unit.  Students will write what they remember about Jim Crow Laws in their notes and share with a partner or group member. Teachers will read an the excerpt from the article Why the Nazis Loved America starting at paragraph #4.  This will segway into how government-sponsored policies of persecution on the Jewish people and how it led to the Holocaust.  Students can also use a Venn diagram to compare and contrast Jim Crow Laws and the Holocaust.  Students will write a short summary based on their Venn diagrams.
· How the Nazis were Inspired by Jim Crow

Teachers will have students watch “Kids Meet with a Holocaust Survivor” video.  After watching the video, students will write a “day in the life” journal entry from a child’s perspective living during the Holocaust.
· Kids Meet with a Holocaust Survivor
· Ducksters: World War II and the Holocaust (Quiz)

During this lesson, teachers will use the Political Cartoon Prezi to guide their lesson.  The Prezi has political cartoons that are good resources for students to analyze throughout this unit.  Teachers can use the Rubric for Assessing a Political Cartoon to assess students. 

Teachers will break students up into small groups and have them read the article on American Internment Camps from Junior Scholastic.  To assess comprehension, students can complete a quiz that follows the article.
· Junior Scholastic Resources:  American Internment Camps
[bookmark: _GoBack]Teachers will have students compare and contrast what life was like in both Nazi Concentration and American Internment Camps for Japanese Americans.  Students will use a Venn diagram and add this piece to their running notes.
	Deconstructed Standard:  Students will be able to explain the impact of government-sponsored policies of persecution on the Jewish people and how it led to the Holocaust. The goal is for students to understand how government-sponsored policies against marginalized groups can lead to discrimination and persecution. Key concepts aligned to these indicators include concentration camps, ghettos, American Internment Camps for Japanese Americans, and the Holocaust.

Book Suggestions:  See bottom of document for book synopsis
· The Diary of Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl
· The Bracelet by Yoshiko Uchida 
· Faithful Elephants: A True Story of Animals, People, and War by Yukio Tsuchiya

Extension Activities:
This resource provides the lessons, procedure, and evaluation of activities and provides primary resources detailing Japanese-American Internment. 
· Overview - Fear Itself - Lesson Plan | Teacher Resources



	I can analyze multiple perspectives on the economic, political, and social effects of World War II and its aftermath using primary and secondary sources. 

To introduce this standard, the teacher will have students discuss how World War II had impacts on multiple cultures and peoples around the world. 

Students will create a flip book explaining how different groups of people were impacted by WWII.  Include: women, African-Americans, Japanese-Americans, Navajo Code Talkers, and people of South Carolina.  Students can present their flipbooks to the class once the activity is complete.
· Junior Scholastic Resources
“Meet the Navajo Code Talkers”
“Life in the Internment Camps”
· Women and Work during World War II
· African Americans in World War II
· South Carolinians and World War II
· John Calhoun Moak's WWII Diary (Primary Resource Document of a prominent South Carolinian)
During this lesson, teachers will use the Political Cartoon Prezi to guide their lesson.  The Prezi has political cartoons that are good resources for students to analyze throughout this unit.  Teachers can use the Rubric for Assessing a Political Cartoon to assess students.  
	Deconstructed Standard:  Students will be able to explain the economic, political, and social effects of World War II by analyzing multiple perspectives through primary and secondary sources. The goal is for students to gain a deeper understanding of how different groups of people were impacted by WWII. Key concepts that align to these indicators include women, African-Americans, Japanese-Americans, Navajo Code Talkers, and people of South Carolina.

Book Suggestions:  See bottom of document for book synopsis
Navajo Code Talkers by Blake Hoena

	
	Possible Book Resources
Picture Books:
· The Sneetches by Doctor Suess
· Yertle the Turtle and Other Stories by Doctor Seuss
· Faithful Elephants: A True Story of Animals, People, and War
· Navajo Code Talkers by Blake Hoena
· [bookmark: _2sy6lamtlgqz]The Bracelet by Yoshiko Uchida 
[bookmark: _amnxjdi1z4m0]Chapter Books:
· Anne Frank:  The Diary of a Young Girl
· Attack on Pearl Harbor: The True Story of the Day America Entered World War II by Shelley Tanaka
· Number the Stars by Lois Lowry
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