
	Grade 5 Unit 5 The Impact of World War II on the United States

	Unit Overview

	In this unit, the students will be able to describe how World War II changed the United States from one of isolationism to one of international leadership. Emphasis is placed on the role of the U.S. in rebuilding Europe, the resettlement of displaced persons resulting from the Holocaust, policy of containment in stopping the spread of communism. Students will be actively engaged in hands-on learning through analysis of pictures, inquiry-based learning, real world application games, graffiti boards and writing newspaper editorials. 

	Overarching Inquiry Question

	What factors caused the United States to change from an isolationist nation to one of international leadership?

 All units are created to support the Overarching Inquiry Question. Inquiry-Based Learning supports the Profile of the South Carolina Graduate where students use skills to explore their inquiries related to the content as indicated in the standards instead of the teacher merely providing the information.

	Theme

	Change on the Global Stage

	Skills Emphasis at a Glance

	Continuity and Change:  Analyze the changes and continuities regarding the United States’ international leadership during the period, including the rebuilding of Europe and the resettlement of displaced persons resulting from the Holocaust.
Evidence:  Analyze multiple perspectives on the economic, political, and social effects of World War II and its aftermath using primary and secondary sources.
Compare:  Compare and contrast the capitalist and communist ideologies.
Periodization:  Summarize the economic, political, and social changes in the United States after World War II.
Context:  Contextualize the tension between the United States and Soviet Union during the Cold War.
Evidence:  Analyze multiple perspectives on the economic, political, and social effects of the Cold War, Space Race, using primary and secondary sources.

· It is important that the teacher incorporate the historical thinking skill vocabulary in their classroom on a daily basis. Modeling is essential for student understanding of these skills.

	Standard(s)

	Standard 3: Demonstrate an understanding of the economic, political, and social effects of World War II, the Holocaust, and their aftermath (i.e., 1930–1950) on the United States and South Carolina.
Standard 4: Demonstrate an understanding of the conflicts, innovations, and social changes in the United States, including South Carolina, from 1950–1980
5.3.CC
5.4.CO
5.4.CX
5.4.E
Instructional Guidance:
Summarize: Structuring historical periods to group information and to establish key events as turning points and beginning/ending points.
Comparison: Generate comparisons based on common or differing characteristics or contexts.
Periodization: Study the past in blocks of time in order to understand how they are linked.  
Contextualize: Place events in the proper context, allowing students to understand the historical period. 
Summarize: Structuring historical periods to group information and to establish key events as turning points and beginning/ending points.
Evidence: Identify, source, and utilize different forms of evidence, including primary and secondary sources, used in an inquiry-based study of history.  

	I Can Statement(s)

	· I can analyze the changes and continuities regarding the United States’ international leadership during the period, including the rebuilding of Europe and the resettlement of displaced persons resulting from the Holocaust.
· I can compare and contrast the capitalist and communist ideologies.
· I can contextualize the tension between the United States and the Soviet Union.  
· I can analyze multiple perspectives on the economic, political, and social effects of the Cold War, Space Race, using primary and secondary sources.


	Unit Sequence of Teacher Instructional Practices and Actions Students will Take to answer the Overarching Inquiry Questions. 
	Instructional Guidance and Resources listed below are offered as suggestions for educators to assist students in reaching the goals of the proposed sequence.

	I can analyze the changes and continuities regarding the United States’ international leadership during the period, including the rebuilding of Europe and the resettlement of displaced persons resulting from the Holocaust.





Teachers will have the students participate in a photo analysis of Europe after WW2  showing the destruction in Berlin. The teacher will have chart paper under each photograph and have the students write one thing they noticed about the photograph.  Note: The students can write this directly on the chart paper or use sticky notes. The teacher can also choose to have the students complete this activity individually, in pairs or in small groups. 
The teacher will ask the students what they think needed to happen based on the photographs they analyzed. The teacher will write their ideas on chart paper. 
· What steps would you take to rebuild? 
· What can you do to resettle? 

Students will need to have an understanding that after World War II, countries were trying to rebuild. The teacher will have the students to read about the Marshall Plan. The students will go back and revisit the photographs they analyzed as well as their plans about what needed to happen because of the destruction. 

Resources needed for discussions about the Marshall Plan: 
· Marshall Plan and Recovery 
· Marshall Plan
· What Was the Marshall Plan? 
· Pros and Cons of Marshall Plan

The teacher will have the students to imagine that the year is 1947 or 1948 and then have them write a letter to President Truman in which they indicate either their support or their opposition to the Marshal Plans. 

Teachers will use the following political cartoons to help the students make their decisions. 
· It's The Same Thing Without Mechanical Problems Political Cartoon
· While the Shadow Lengthens Political Cartoon

*The teacher should explain the Analyze a Video sheet with the students. 
This video The Aftermath of the Holocaust - Animated Map/Map, will explore the Jewish migration in relation to the Balfour Declaration, in which British announced support for the establishment of a “national home form the Jewish people” in Palestine. 
After watching the video, the teacher should review how to Analyze a Video. The students will work in pairs to complete this activity. Once the students have completed the activity, the teacher will have the students to pair up with another group to discuss their video analysis. The students will complete an anchor chart of the things that they had in common. Once this activity is over, the teacher will hang the charts and discuss the video and what was learned from the video. 

Lesson Plans Strangers in a New Land will allow the students to explore who the refugees were and how the Displaced Persons Act of 1948 had an impact on Europe and the United States. 

Teachers will divide students into smaller groups and assign them 
· North Atlantic Treaty Organization
· Truman Doctrine
· United Nations 
· Warsaw Pact
Each group will research the role of the organization, the formation, the countries involved and the impact they have on the world today.

Resources that can be used for this activity: 
· Formation of NATO - Purpose, Dates & Cold War
· Start of the Cold War - The Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan (Marshall Plan, United Nations, NATO, Truman Doctrine, GI Bill)
· Warsaw Pact 
· Kiddle Encyclopedia NATO
· Kiddle Encyclopedia Warsaw Pact 

After researching, each group will choose a way to present this information to the class. Some choices may be for the students to create a PowerPoint, a Prezi, poster presentation, a skit or play. 
	Deconstructed Standards: The goal is for students to understand that the U.S. did not return to a policy of isolationism but instead took on a leadership role in the rebuilding of Europe, supporting our allies, and standing up to communist aggression by the Soviet Union. Key concepts that align to the indicators include the Marshall Plan, the United Nations, the Displaced Persons Act, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, Warsaw Pact, and the Truman Doctrine.

Lesson Suggestions or Alternatives: 
Teachers may want to use the Photograph Analysis  and worksheet as guiding questions for the students as they are moving around the room. 

Teachers may want to use other activities listed in the Photograph Analysis that will include using the photographs as cut up photos, newspaper articles, playwrights, storytelling and drawing activities. 

Lesson Suggestions or Alternatives: 
Before allowing the students to write their letter, the teacher may choose to have the students listen to The Marshall Plan Speech. 

The teacher may choose to have the students write their own plan for how to rebuild post-war Europe. 



















Lesson Suggestion or Alternative:
Teachers may choose to have students work independently on this activity. The teacher may also choose to have the students watch the video again once they have completed the analysis sheet. 











Lesson Suggestion or Alternatives for New Land Lesson: 
Teachers may choose to pull excerpts from the lessons. 

Teachers may choose to have students complete a graphic organizer to see how each of these items are similar or different. 

Teachers should use 15 Quick and Creative Ways to Group and Partner Students to help group the students. 



If you need additional information on NATO, visit these sites: 
NATO: US History for Kids ***
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) | Founders, Members, & History

**When using Kiddle, teachers may have to explain to the students how to search. Students will need to be specific in what they are looking for. 


	I can compare and contrast the capitalist and communist ideologies.





Teachers will give the students the definition of capitalism and communism. Be sure to have each of these definitions displayed so the students can see it. 
· Capitalism 
· Communism 
Teachers should have the students use chart paper to compare and contrast capitalism vs communism. Once the anchor charts are up, teachers should ask the students to describe in their own words capitalism and then communism. Teachers should write the student’s answers on each perspective anchor chart. 

Once the anchor charts are completed, have students watch Dangers of Communism to understand the difference between capitalism and communism. Students can also watch Capitalism vs Communism. Both of these cartoon-based videos explain the capitalist and communist ideologies. 

When the two cartoon-based videos are over, revisit the anchor charts. The teacher should ask the students to again, describe in their own words capitalism and then communism. 

The teacher will have the students play Rock, Paper, Scissors Game in order to have a sense of the capitalist and communistic ideologies. 

After playing the game, the teacher will have the students talk about the emotions they felt while playing this game. 
After the discussion, the teacher will put up two anchor charts labeling one “Pros” and the other “Cons”. The teacher will lead the students on a discussion on what the pros and cons of capitalism and communism are. 

Students will write an essay comparing and contrasting capitalist and communist ideologies. Teaching the Compare and Contrast Essay through Modeling will help teachers model how to compare and contrast.

Allow the students to explore the Berlin Wall Interactive Website. This will allow the students to see how the Berlin Wall was built and the reasons. (teachers need Adobe Flash Player.) 

This BrainPOP Cold War also gives the students another introduction to the Cold War. 

The students will explore Ducksters: The Cold War to learn more information about the tensions between the east and the west. Students will be able to take a computer-based assessment at the end of this activity. 
Teachers will have a chart paper with each heading from the Ducksters information. The students will write a one-sentence summary for each of the heading and attach it to the anchor chart. The teacher can lead the students in a discussion about this information. 
· Berlin Airlift

Students will watch Berlin Airlift Video and discuss the production of goods and services, the rights of ownership and individual rights. The students will explore how The Chocolate Bomber  helped the children of this time. The students will summarize each of the videos and illustrate their summarization. Students should also be given a choice to create a comic strip of their summarization. 
	Deconstructed Standards: The goal is for students to understand the different lifestyles that are associated with each of the ideologies. Key concepts aligned to the indicators include individual rights, rights of ownership, production of goods and services, and economic relations between the U.S. and the Soviet Union and China.

Teachers can also choose to have students to complete a compare and contrast chart graphic organizer. This chart is just one example of how a graphic organizer can be completed.  


If teachers should need more information about Causes of the Cold War (explains the economic impact)

Lesson Suggestions and Alternatives:  
Teachers will have the students to write two journal entries. 
· A Day in the Life: Living in a Capitalistic Society
· A Day in the Life: Living in a Communistic Society
In this journal entry, the students will pretend they are a child living in a communist country or a capitalist country. The students should be able to thoroughly explain how life was like in each of these societies. Note: The students will not complete these two journal entries in one day. 



Teachers, you can also have students to complete this activity by assigning them a particular society to write about. Once the students have completed their final writing about living in either a communist country or a capitalist country, the teacher can hang them around the classroom. After the writing pieces have been placed around the classroom, the teacher will have the students to read the pieces and determine if the students were describing a communist or capitalist country. 








Berlin Wall Interactive Website requires Adobe Flash player downloaded. If students are not able to access the Berlin Wall Interactive Website, the teachers may complete this activity as a whole group activity where the students can choose which item to see. 

This Dr. Seuss Cold War Unit Plan lesson plan will look at the tensions between the United States and the Soviet Union during the Cold War. This lesson integrates all subjects. 

The Economic Impact of World War II

	I can contextualize the tension between the United States and the Soviet Union.  

Teacher will engage the students in the Red Dot Game. This game will help students understand the hysteria that was involved during the Cold War. 
· Red Scare: Cold War, McCarthyism & Facts
· The Cold War for Kids: Red Scare

Have the students view the timeline of the Space Race. 
· The students will work in pairs to develop two arguments (one per partner) supporting why they believe the United States won the Space Race. 
· The students will work in pairs to develop two arguments (one per partner) supporting why they believe the Soviet Union won the Space Race. 
Group Presentations: Students will use anchor charts to complete this activity. 
· Group 1: Supports the United States winning the Space Race
· Group 2: Supports the Soviet Union winning the Space Race
· Group 3: Compare and Contrast the United States and the Soviet Union. 

Now that the students have become familiar with both sides of the arguments, “Who ‘won’ the Space Race?” have them write a response picking one side, either the United States or Soviet Union. Must complete the following tasks:
· Explain who you think won the Space Race. 
· Use at least three examples of accomplishments that your choice achieved. 
· Explain how each accomplishment helped that country win the race. 

Have students listen  to and read John F. Kennedy’s “Moon Speech,”  and the students will complete a graphic organizer  in order to gain a better understanding of the significance of the speech in regards to other events during the Cold War. 

Teachers will have the students read The Cold War for Kids: Arms Race and the students will work in groups and use chart paper to explain the different weapons that were used and who was in this race. 


This lesson plan  will allow the students to explore the Cuban Missile Crisis through a series of primary source documents. 
· Address During the Cuban Missile Crisis
· Foreign Relations of the United States, 1961–1963, Volume VI, Kennedy-Khrushchev Exchanges

1950s Contextualization Activity:
Teachers should show the students the following commercial and movie clips so they may be able to contextualize the tensions between the United States and the Soviet Union. 

Teachers will put up chart paper and have the students watch a selected video. 
Teachers can use Document Analysis Worksheets to help guide the questions for students to think about while they are looking at the video. 
**Teachers may choose to have students contextualize using all videos or choose to use a few of them. 

· 1950s Toy Commercials (Cold War)
· Secret Sam: Teachers should ask students about the type of toy Sam was given and how it relates to the Cold War. Teachers will relate this 
· Astro Base
· Agent Zero
· Spaceman and Burp Gun
· Invasion of the Body Snatchers
· The Majestic Court Scene
After watching the selected videos, the teachers should ask the students to help complete the anchor chart describing what each video was related to. This activity can be done in small groups. 

Allow the students to create a Flow-chart to show the cause and course of the Cold War between the United States and the Soviet Union. 
Students will work in teams using a Venn Diagram to compare and contrast the Korean and Vietnam Wars. 
· Korean War: Ducksters
· Korean War: History 
· Vietnam War: Ducksters 
· Vietnam War: History 
	Deconstructed Standard: The goal is for students to understand how the expansion of Soviet communism created a power conflict with the United States that affected all aspects of American life at home and abroad. Key concepts that align with these indicators include the Red Scare, Space Race, Arms Race, Cuban Missile Crisis, Korean War, and the Vietnam War.

Teachers may choose one student to have the red dot or no student. Teachers should monitor student behaviors during the Red Dot game students do not get emotional due to accusations. The intent is so students can understand the hysteria.

Lesson Suggestions or Alternatives: 
Teachers may choose to have the students create a Poof Book explaining which country they choose “won” the space race. The student’s poof book should contain the following pages: 
· Title page
· Pages 1-2: Who you think won the Space Race
· Pages 3-4: At least three examples of the accomplishments that your choice achieved. 
· Pages 5-6: Explain how each accomplishment helped that country win the race. 
If you need help on how to make a poof book, please watch How to Make a Poof Book It will be best to use 18”x24” manila drawing paper but any sized paper larger than 9”x13’ will work. 

Teachers may choose to take excerpts from the lesson plans. Teachers may also choose to have students work in collaborative groups and then come back to the whole group with a presentation to the class. 


Teachers can choose to let students work on an interactive NUKEMAP  that will allow the students to calculate the effects of the detonation of a nuclear bomb.  This is not a fun activity, but rather an opportunity for students to see the large scale devastation caused by dropping a nuclear bomb.

Teachers should select which videos to watch based on the topic being discussed. Not all clips should be watched at one time. Students will need time to discuss what the clips represent. 

Teachers could choose to have students learn about the Korean War and Vietnam War separately. See Korea War 

Lesson Plans, if you would like to have students’ complete separate activities. Teachers can also have students learn about the War in Vietnam  by having the students walk through the photographs that will tell the story. Note: Activities are attached. 






















Resources to support the lesson: 
Kids Flow Chart This resource will allow you to select various flow charts for your students to use to show the cause and course of the Cold War. 



40+ Free Venn Diagram Templates This resource will allow you to select various digital and paper based Venn diagrams for the students to use when they compare and contrast the Korean and Vietnam Wars. 

Suggested Resources:
The Postwar Economy 
Postwar United States 

	I can analyze multiple perspectives on the economic, political, and social effects of the Cold War, Space Race using primary and secondary sources.

Teachers will choose which political cartoons will be used at the end of the unit. Students will analyze various political cartoons about the events that took place during this time period. The teacher will use analyzing political cartoons to guide the student’s thinking and as a rubric. 
· Digital History Political Cartoons and more 
· Cold War Political Cartoons
· Cuban Missile Crisis Political Cartoons
· Rubric for Assessing a Political Cartoon

	

	

	Possible Book Resources
Picture Books:
· The Butter Battle Book by Dr. Seuss 
· What Was the Berlin Wall by Nico Medina 
· Hidden Figures by Margo Lee Shetterly 
· Year of the Jungle by Suzanne Collins 
· Patrol: An American Soldier in Vietnam by Walter Dean Myers
· The Race to Space: From Sputnik to the Moon Landing and Beyond by Clive Gifford
· Mercedes and the Chocolate Pilot by Margot Raven

Chapter Books:
· The Wall by Peter Sis
· My Freedom Trip by Frances Park and Ginger Park 
· A Night Divided by Jennifer Nielsen





