
	Grade 5 Unit 1 Movement

	Unit Overview

	In this unit, students are introduced to an in-depth study of the geographic, political, social, and economic factors that influenced westward movement. Students will inquire as to why and how various peoples immigrated to the United States and how these immigrant cultures influenced American culture and society. Students will participate in a gallery walk to establish foundational information prior to learning about the impact of the Transcontinental Railroad, analyze historical images, research push and pull factors for immigrants coming through Ellis Island, before researching to determine the cultural influence that immigrants had on American culture. 

Students will need prior knowledge of geography/map skills for understanding this unit. Students will be asked to recall geographic locations through their studies of explorers and their exploration routes.

	Overarching Inquiry Question

	In what ways could the Transcontinental Railroad have had both positive and negative impacts on the United States? 


All units are created to support the Overarching Inquiry Question. Inquiry-Based Learning supports the Profile of the South Carolina Graduate where students use skills to explore their inquiries related to the content as indicated in the standards instead of the teacher merely providing the information.

	Theme

	Expansion and Migration

	Skills Emphasis at a Glance

	Compare:  the physical landscape and demographics of the U.S. before and after the Transcontinental Railroad. 
Cause/Effect:  the push and pull factors created movement of peoples from urban and rural areas and across continents.
Evidence:  analyze multiple perspectives on the economic, political, and social effects on western expansion and immigration.
· It is important that the teacher incorporate the historical thinking skill vocabulary in their classroom on a daily basis. Modeling is essential for student understanding of these skills.

	Standard(s)

	Standard 1: Demonstrate an understanding of the economic, political, and social effects of expansion and industrialization on the United States and South Carolina between 1860–1910.
5.1.CO
5.1.CE
5.1.E
Instructional Guidance:
Comparison:  Generate comparisons based on common or differing characteristics or contexts.
Causation:  Analyze multiple causes and effects, to include distinguishing long-term and short-term examples. 
Evidence:  Identify, source, and utilize different forms of evidence, including primary and secondary sources, used in an inquiry-based study of history.

	I Can Statement(s)

	· I can compare the physical landscape and demographics of the U.S. before and after the Transcontinental Railroad. 
· I can identify and examine the push and pull factors of immigration and expansion on urban and rural populations.  
· I can identify and explain how immigrant cultures influenced American culture and society.
· I can analyze multiple perspectives of the economic, political and social effects of western expansion and immigration through primary and secondary sources, and evaluate the changes to the U.S. 

	Unit Sequence of Teacher Instructional Practices and Actions Students will Take to answer the Overarching Inquiry Question
	Instructional Guidance and Resources listed below are offered as suggestions for educators to assist students in reaching the goals of the proposed sequence. 

	I can compare the physical landscape and demographics of the U.S. before and after the Transcontinental Railroad. 

Since students will be comparing aspects of the U.S. before and after the completion of the Transcontinental Railroad, students will participate in a Gallery Walk to review foundational information of events and life in the West prior to the start of the Transcontinental Railroad to review events and life in the West prior to the start of the Transcontinental Railroad.  Suggested concepts to cover and establish foundational background knowledge include:

· Louisiana Purchase Information Sheet (free but need login)
· Lewis and Clark
· Fur Trade
· Manifest Destiny
· Oregon Trail
· Gold Rush
· Early conflict/impact on Native Americans

Teachers will lead an analysis of  John Gast’s “American Progress” for the purpose of modeling the skills used in image analysis. The goal is for the students to hear and understand the thinking processes that are used when analyzing image documents.

Students will work with a partner to analyze "Across the Continent" and look for similar symbols to compare the physical landscape and demographics of the U.S. before and after the Transcontinental Railroad. The goal is for students to identify aspects in the painting that help explain the reasons for building the railroad and how it impacted the land and Native Americans. Teachers will have partners present their findings with another group and discuss commonalities and differences.
	Deconstructed Standard: The goal is for students to understand reasons for building the Transcontinental Railroad and how it impacted the environment and Native Americans. Key concepts that align to the indicator include faster and cheaper movement of people and goods from coast to coast, population movement, impact on the land by laying of tracks, creation of tunnels and bridges, building of towns along the tracks, mining for coal, destruction of the buffalo, and conflict with Native Americans over their tribal lands (Indian Removal Act, reservations, Indian Wars). 

If you are unsure of how to get started, try this resource on gallery walks from www.facinghistory.org. 

Items in the gallery walk should consist of primary and secondary sources that allow the students to review previously covered material and spark discussions about life in the U.S. before the Transcontinental Railroad.




If you are unsure of how to do an image analysis, this teacher's lesson can guide you.




This analysis should prompt students to explore the progression of transportation, technology, and its impact on the environment and Native Americans. Additional resources on the importance of the buffalo to Native Americans can support how the destruction of buffalo affected the lifestyle of Native Americans.

Some additional resources to assist you are provided here:
Interactive American Progress Painting
Link to American Progress picture analysis
Across the Continent Painting
Link to Across the Continent picture analysis
The Importance of the buffalo to Native Americans
Destruction of the buffalo

Questions for Teachers:  How are you going to assess a student's understanding of the demographic and environmental changes caused by the Transcontinental Railroad?

	I can identify and examine the push- and pull-factors of immigration and expansion on urban and rural populations.  

Students will create an anchor chart listing causes of migration. Examples may be based on personal and historical causes.  Students will then create a list of categories and list causes by specific categories such as employment, health/sickness, safety, war, environment, and politics.

Students will explore the process of immigrating to the United States through Ellis Island and Angel Island in terms of push and pull factors by using Scholastic Immigration Lesson: Ellis Island and Angel Island to compare and contrasts the stories of immigrants from decades ago to those of recent immigrants, as well analyze the differences between immigrants' experiences at Ellis Island and Angel Island.

Teachers will first start the lesson by having the students go through the interactive tour of the processes that immigrants went through on Ellis Island. 

Teachers will hand out information sheets on immigrant stories and have students highlight the push and pull factors that led to immigration. 

Teachers will present the following writing prompt: 
Think of poor immigrants in steerage class on a large ship. They are seasick, tired and hungry. What is it like on the ship? What are the smells, the sounds? Why are they leaving their home? Do you think they regret leaving? What are their hopes for their new life in the United States?

	Deconstructed Standard: Students will identify and examine the push and pull factors that drive human movement within the United States and between countries. The goal is for students to be able to designate positive and negative events that drove people to migrate from one place to another. Events that align to this indicator include the Gold Rush, potato famine, sharecropping, land ownership (Homestead Act), employment, Ellis and Angel Islands, and the Industrial Revolution.

A scaffolding activity might include having a small group activity of students listing personal reasons for migration.

Teachers may guide the thinking of the students by asking questions like:
· Was the immigration process an easy or difficult process?
· What made the process so difficult?
· Why were immigrants willing to go through this difficult process to come to America?

Teachers may use actual examples of the process through the eyes of a young child at Ellis Island.


Teachers may choose to have the students adapt this writing prompt so that it is written as either journal entries or a letter home.

	I can identify and explain how immigrant cultures influenced American culture and society.

Teachers will have students identify and examine how immigrant cultures influenced American culture and society in the early 1900s. Using the following websites:
German Cultural Influences
Chinese Cultural Influences
Italian Cultural Influences
Italian Cultural Influences
Irish Cultural Influences
Irish Cultural Influences
Scottish Cultural Influences (scroll to bottom of article)
Scottish in South Carolina
Folktales and Stories

Teachers will assign a specific immigrant group (Irish, Italian, German, and Scottish for South Carolina) for students to research in the areas of food, language, folktales, and famous people as areas of cultural influence on American society. Teachers will have the students research, download, and print out symbols and pictures of cultural traditions and influences for their immigrant group post board. Areas could include language, food, folktales and stories, dress, and famous people.
	Deconstructed Standard: Students will be able to identify and explain how immigrant cultures influenced American culture and society.  The goal is for students to be able to identify everyday parts of current American society whose roots were influenced by different immigrant cultures. A specific area of influence for students to examine is that of immigrants in South Carolina. 

Teachers may choose to pull excerpts from the websites.

Teachers will want to scroll down towards the bottom of the Chinese Cultural Influences website to locate the cultural influences.












	


	Possible Book Resources
Picture Books:
· How Many Days to America? A Thanksgiving Story by Eve Bunting and Beth Peck
· Watch the Stars Come Out by Riki Levinson and Diane Goode
· When Jesse Came Across the Sea by Amy Hest and Patrick Lynch
· Was Dreaming to Come to America: Memories from the Ellis Island Oral History Project by Veronica Lawlor 
· The Keeping Quilt by Patricia Polacco
· Coming to America: The Story of Immigration by Betsy Maestro
· Dreaming of America: An Ellis Island Story by Eve Bunting and Ben Stahl
· The Children of Ellis Island by Barry Moreno

Chapter Books:
· Letters from Rifka by Karen Hesse
· The story of a Jewish girl immigrating from Russia to America (letter format)
· The Orphan of Ellis Island by Elvira Woodruff
· On a field trip to Ellis Island, a ten-year-old boy travels back in time to experience Italian immigration to America
· The Journal of Wong Ming-Chung: A Chinese Miner, California, 1852 (My Name is America) by Laurence Yep
· The story of a young boy immigrating from China to America during the California Gold Rush (diary/journal format)
· Hope and Tears: Ellis Island Voices by Gwenyth Swain
· A collection of poetry, monologues, and dialogues combined with a selection of archival photographs to help us imagine Ellis Island at various stages of its existence
· Last of the Name by Rosanne Perry
· A story about the obstacles and challenges that Irish immigrants faced when coming to the U.S.



Additional Resources

10 Ways the Transcontinental Railroad Changed the United States
Map of the first 40 miles of the Union Pacific Railroad
Map of the West- mail routes, trails, railroad survey
Making Tracks
Interactive Tour of Ellis Island
Immigration to the United States
The Creation of Time Zones
Impact of the railroad on forests
Laborers on the railroad
Tunnels for the Railroads
Impact of the railroad on the buffalo
American Progress Painting
American Progress Explanation 
Manifest Destiny Lesson: SHEG
Reasons for Westward Expansion
Harp Week: Explore History
US History Scene - US History Scene
Push and Pull factors
Immigration: Italian Saying
Compare and Contrast the Builders of the Transcontinental Railroad article and graphic organizer  page 5-7
http://www.ipsr.ku.edu/ksdata/ksah/population/2pop1.pdf
