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Memorandum


TO:	District Instructional Leaders

FROM:	Dr. Anne Pressley
	Director, Office of Standards and Learning

DATE:	September 10, 2019

RE:	K–12 Founding Principles Professional Learning Opportunity: Yearlong 2019–20
	

The Office of Standards and Learning will offer a free, hybrid professional learning opportunity series designed to focus on our country’s founding principles and integrating knowledge of the three branches into the K–12 classroom.

Participation in this series will afford attendees the opportunity to deepen their knowledge and understanding of the following:

· constructing oral arguments from models observed at the South Carolina Supreme Court;
· understanding of the daily operations of the South Carolina Supreme Court;
· exploring the use of founding principles within the Judiciary and the Executive branch; and 
· designing real world opportunities for students from observing the South Carolina House of Representatives and the South Carolina Senate.

Throughout the yearlong series, participants will refine their instructional practices through ongoing virtual and face-to-face sessions designed to support their application of new knowledge in the classroom and their evaluation of its impact on student learning.

Participants must participate in all face-to-face and virtual meetings. Certificates of completion for 32 hours will be issued to participants who meet all expectations of the professional learning opportunity. 


Dates and Locations
Links to live virtual meeting will be sent out directly to registered participants. 

	Statewide Virtual Meetings
	Date
	Location and Time

	
	Wednesday, October 2
	4:00 – 5:00 p.m. or 7:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Participants only need to attend ONE of these virtual meetings.


	Face-to- Face Meetings
	Date
	Location and Time

	
	
Friday, November 15
	South Carolina Department of Education
1429 Senate Street
Columbia, SC 29201

Please arrive at the SCDE no later than 8:15 a.m. 
We will walk approximately 0.3 miles/6 minutes to government buildings.

               8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

	

Columbia
	
Thursday, December 12

	

	
	 
      Tuesday, January 14
	




	Virtual Meetings

Virtual meetings designed based on individual participant’s schedules.
	Date
	Location and Time

	
	TBA after
Friday, November 15
	TBA

	
	TBA after 
Thursday, December 12
	TBA

	
	TBA after
Tuesday, January 14
	TBA







	Final Face- to-Face Culminating Day

Orangeburg
	Date
	Location and Time

	
	

Thursday, March 5
	James E. Clyburn Empowerment Center 
770 Stilton Road
Orangeburg, SC 29115

9:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.



	Final Face- to-Face Culminating Day

Newberry
	Date
	Location and Time

	
	

Wednesday, March 18
	School District of Newberry County
3419 Main Street
Newberry, SC 29108

9:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.




General Information

Participants should plan to arrive and sign in each day by 8:30 a.m. The yearlong series face-to-face sessions will begin promptly at 8:30 a.m. and conclude by 4:00 p.m. Participants should bring paper/notebook and a printed or digital copy of the 2020 South Carolina Social Studies College- and Career-Ready Standards. Participants will have an hour lunch break on their own. Parking passes will be provided for parking at the SCDE.

Registration

Registration must be submitted online via this registration link by Friday, September 27, 2019. 

Contact Information

For more information, please contact Stephen Corsini, Education Associate for Social Studies via spcorsini@ed.sc.gov. 
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