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MEMORANDUM 

 
TO: District Instructional Leaders 
  
FROM: Dr. Anne Pressley  
 Director, Office of Standards and Learning 
 
DATE: September 2020 
 
RE: Middle Level Collaborating to Build Community and Extend Critical Thinking 
 English Language Arts Professional Learning Opportunity 
 
 
The Office of Standards and Learning will offer a free, ongoing, virtual professional learning 
opportunity to support middle level teachers, instructional coaches and administrators. This 
professional learning opportunity is designed to focus on collaborating to build community and 
extend critical thinking through authentic writing experiences.  Participants will engage in 
research-based, effective virtual/hybrid instruction to apply to their classrooms. 
 
 
Participation in this series will afford attendees the opportunity to deepen their knowledge and 
understanding of the South Carolina College and Career-Ready Standards for English Language 
Arts through the following:  

• engaging in meaningful collaborative experiences to extend critical thinking; 
• providing learners with opportunities to engage in thinking, writing, and civil discourse; 
• discovering how learning progressions and priority standards support student learning 

and formative assessment; 
• applying new understandings from each professional learning session; and 
• analyzing students’ understanding to design instruction to further growth. 

 
Throughout this series, participants will refine their practice through synchronous and 
asynchronous learning opportunities designed to support applying new knowledge in the 
classroom, analyzing its impact on student learning, and determining next steps to inform 
instructional planning. 
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Synchronous and asynchronous sessions will be provided through virtual platforms that will 
model research-based, effective practices designed to support virtual learning. Certificates of 
Completion for 24 hours will be issued to participants who meet all expectations of the 
professional learning opportunity.   
 
Dates and Times:  

Option 1: Virtual Sessions  
Asynchronous  

Week of October 5 
Synchronous 

Monday, October 12 4:00-6:00p.m. 
Asynchronous   

Week of October 19   
Synchronous 

Monday, October 26 4:00-6:00p.m. 
Asynchronous  

Week of November 2 
Synchronous 

Monday, November 9 4:00-6:00p.m. 
Asynchronous  

Week of November 16 
Synchronous 

Monday, November 30 4:00-6:00p.m. 
Asynchronous 

Week of December 7 
Synchronous 

Monday, December 14 4:00-6:00p.m. 
Synchronous  

Monday, January 11 4:00-6:00p.m. 
Asynchronous 

Week of January 18 
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Option 2: Virtual Sessions 

Asynchronous  
Week of November 2 

Synchronous 
Tuesday, November 10 5:00-7:00p.m. 

Asynchronous  
Week of November 16 

Synchronous 
Tuesday, December 1 5:00-7:00p.m. 

Asynchronous  
Week of December 7 

Synchronous 
Tuesday, December 15 5:00-7:00p.m. 

Synchronous 
Tuesday, January 12 5:00-7:00p.m. 

Asynchronous 
Week of January 18 

Synchronous 
Tuesday, January 26 5:00-7:00p.m. 

Asynchronous  
Week of February 1 

Synchronous  
Tuesday, February 9 5:00-7:00p.m. 

Asynchronous  
Week of February 15 
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Option 3: Virtual Sessions 

Asynchronous 
Week of November 2 

Synchronous  
Wednesday November 11 7:00-9:00p.m. 

Asynchronous 
Week of November 16 

Synchronous  
Wednesday, December 2 7:00-9:00p.m. 

Asynchronous 
Week of December 7 

Synchronous  
Wednesday, December 16 7:00-9:00p.m. 

Synchronous  
Wednesday, January 13 7:00-9:00p.m. 

Asynchronous 
Week of January 18 

Synchronous  
Wednesday, January 27 7:00-9:00p.m. 

Asynchronous 
Week of February 1 

Synchronous  
Wednesday, February 10 7:00-9:00p.m. 

Asynchronous 
Week of February 15 

 
 
 
Registration  
Registration must be submitted online via this registration link. Registration for this professional 
learning opportunity will close one week prior to each start date.  
 
Contact Information  
For more information, please contact Emily Wilson, Education Associate for Middle Level 
English Language Arts via egwilson@sc.ed.gov. 
 
 

https://forms.gle/4VPqGptReVsdJSkQ9
mailto:egwilson@sc.ed.gov

