Foundations for Writing

Age 3

Age 4

Use pretend writing that copies
real-life situations (make marks to
take a restaurant food order, for
example).

Show they know that written
words are made up of letters
(point out the first letter of their
name from a sign or list of letters).

Play with writing letters and make
letter-like forms.

Use known letters and letter-like
forms to write their name and
some words.

Try to connect spoken words with
the letters in the written words
(write M for mommy).

Imitate adult writing that they see




Developmental Stages of Writing
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