Engaged Reading

Theconcepbf engagedeadingrequirescarefulconsideratiorof the characteristicef
individualswho arehighly engagedn anyactivity. To beengagedneango befully
immersedohysically,mentally,andemotionallyin anactivity. Csikszentmihalyi'sonceptof
flow is helpful here.Wikipediadefines‘flow” asthe“mentalstateof operationin whicha
personin anactivity is fully immersedn afeelingof energizedocus,full involvementand
succes$n the procesf theactivity. Proposedy Mihaly Csikszentmihalyithe positive
psychologyconcepthasbeenwidely referencedcrossa varietyof fields,” includingreading
engagementCsikszentmihaly(1991)describeengagedeadingasa stateof total absorption
andcompletelyfocusedmotivation.lt is a single-mindedmmersionandrepresentperhaps
theultimatein harnessinghe emotionsin the serviceof performingandlearning.In flow, the
emotionsarenotjust containedandchanneledbut positive,energizedandalignedwith the
taskathand.

Operationalizing the Research: A Description of Engaged Reading in
High Progress Literacy Classrooms

In theresearcton high progresditeracyclassroomgseefor example Allington & Johnston,
2000,2002;Duffy-Hester,1999;Langer,2001;Pressleyetal., 2001;PresselyRankin,Yokoi,
1996;PressleyWharton-McDonaldAllington, Block, & Morrow, 1998;Taylor & Pearson,
2004;Taylor, PetersonPearson& Rodrigues2002; Taylor, PearsonClark, & Walpole,1999;
Wharton-McDonaldPressley& Hampston,1998),all studentsarefully engagedn sustained
readingandwriting of interestingconnectedext atleast75% of thetime devotedo reading
instruction.Teachersn high-progres€lassrooms

» teachstudentdow toselectbooksandothermaterialsto readthatarebothreadableand
interesting

» teachstudenthow toengageandsustainattention

* helpstudentdearnhow todeeplyengagen readingandwriting for avarietyof purposes
includingreadingfor enjoymentandreadingto expandcontentknowledge

* look for booksandhelptheir studentdind booksandmaterialsthatmatchtheir interests
andinquiries

» provideencouragemerandshow genuinénterestin developingstudentsinterestsand
tasteasreaders

» demonstratéor studenthow todeveloptheirinterestshow tofind books,how tokeep
lists of booksreadandbookstheymight wantto read

* providemuchinstructionin the processeandskills of reading

» providemuchsmallgroupandindividuatedinstructionappropriateo the strengthsand
needsof readersandwriters

» arrangegor massiveamountsof guidedandindependenpractice.



Observing for Engagement—LooKk for:

Readers and writers who

arefully engrossedh theirwork for sustainegeriodsof time,

talk abouttheirinterestsasreadersandresearchers,

keeplists of questionsideas words,andphrasedo usein theirwriting
respondn writing to theirreading

keepalist of bookstheyhavereadandwantto read
alwayshaveinterestingmanageabléooksat their fingertips

who appreciatendlook forwardto time to readandwork independently

Teachers who

routinelydemonstratéow toengagehow tosustainattentionhow toselectbooks,how
to managdime andmaterials

talk with their studentsasco-readergnotinterrogators)

show genuin@nthusiasnfior readingandwriting

show genuinénterestin their studentsandin helpingthemto developtheir own interests
asreaders

arepositiveandencouraging
routinelymonitorandcollectinformationaboutengagemenf individual readersand
usethis datato adjustinstruction,materials environmentandexpectationsThis might
includeusingthe engagementventorywith thewhole classor with atargetedgroupof
studentslongerobservation®f particularstudentsregularlylooking throughstudents’
readinglogs,respondingo studentstreadingjournals,andchallengingandhelping
studentdo setgoalsfor sustainedngagemengswell asproblem-solvaheirneedsn
orderto increaseengagemenileachersvho regularlyusethesetoolswill haveready
accesgo this informationwhenasked.

A classroom environment organized for engaged reading and writing

lots andlots of books

organizedandattractivelydisplayed

readilyaccessibléo students

lots of easybooks

lots of informationaltext, includingmagazinesshortarticles,andreferencematerials
spacegor studentgo readandto work

spacegor studentgo gatherto talk aboutbooks

anchorcharts

bookboxes/bagsstc.for studentgo keepthe bookstheyareworking on andwith
spacefor smallgroupinstruction

materialsaccessibldor journaling,writing, researchingediting, publishing
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