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South Carolina General Assembly Appropriations for FY 2025-26  
 

Proviso 1.89 (SDE: Alternative Education Programs Options) 
 

Proviso 1.89 for Fiscal Year 2025-2026 
The State Department of Education shall create, publish, and provide to all public schools in the State a 
list of alternative education programs that can award a high school diploma or high school equivalency 
credential. The list must include, but not be limited to, the Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School and the South 
Carolina Youth Challenge Academy.  Schools shall distribute information provided by the Wil Lou Gray 
Opportunity School, the South Carolina Youth Challenge Academy, and any other appropriate alternative 
diploma-seeking education program to students age sixteen or older who are not on track for on-time 
graduation or who otherwise are at risk of dropping out of school. The names and addresses of all 
students age sixteen or older who are not on track for on-time graduation or who are otherwise at risk of 
dropping out of school, except for students who have opted out of disclosure of directory information 
under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, 20 U.S.C. Section 1232g will be made available to 
these institutions. Parents or students age eighteen or older may complete a form to opt the student out 
of the disclosure of student contact information with these institutions. The department shall develop this 
opt-out and each district shall make the form available on its website. 

The following resources have been provided by the SCDE: 

1. List of alternative education programs that can award a high school degree or high school 
equivalency credential:  

2. Opt-out form of disclosure of directory information under the Family Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act, 20 U.S.C. Section 1232g:  

Frequently Asked Questions: 

How has this Proviso changed?   
Proviso 1.89 (SDE: Alternative Education Programs Options) was amended to: 

• Apply to only students age sixteen or older who are not on track for on-time graduation or 
otherwise at risk for dropping out of school. 

• Remove the requirement that school counselors distribute information related to 
Alternative Education Programs during each student’s annual review of his Individualized 
Graduation Plan. 
 

What are the criteria to determine “who are not on track for on-time graduation or who otherwise are 
at risk of dropping out of school”?  
Districts are encouraged to reference: 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fed.sc.gov%2Fdistricts-schools%2Fstudent-support%2Falternative-schools%2Falternative-education-program-list%2F&data=05%7C02%7Caduvall%40ed.sc.gov%7C161016a5ae0d4cdc531008ddd0337734%7C2704e2c529f54f7eb91cbd56f0685995%7C0%7C0%7C638895641686774966%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A%2Fso80GkYA8%2BC2ozO0NR2iiaQzGpQlqaCqIDB8RsCJE%3D&reserved=0
https://ed.sc.gov/instruction/career-and-technical-education/education-and-economic-development-act-eeda/eeda-preparing-college-and-career-ready-graduates/proviso-199-optout-form/
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• On track for on-time graduation: EOC Accountability Manual regarding High School Student 
Success. 

• Risk of dropping out of school: SBE Regulation 43-274.1: At-Risk Students (sc.gov)   
 

Does this proviso apply to SC High School Employability Credential and non-diploma track 
students?  
Yes, this proviso applies to all students age sixteen and older.  

• IEP teams may determine “on track for on-time graduation” and “risk of dropping out of 
school” for non-diploma seeking students with disabilities individually, according to their 
specific needs. 
 

Does this proviso apply to Multilingual Learners (ex. the first year in the country)?  
Yes, this proviso applies to all students age sixteen and older. 
 
Is the list of alternative education programs distributed annually even if the student received the list 
the prior year(s).  
This list should be discussed and distributed each year to students age sixteen or older who are not on 
track for on-time graduation or otherwise at risk for dropping out of school. 
 
Does the opt-out form have to be renewed every year?  
The opt-out form should be discussed and signed (if appropriate) by parents/guardians of students age 
sixteen or older (or students age eighteen or older) who are not on track for on-time graduation or 
otherwise at risk for dropping out of school. 
 
Where are the opt-out forms stored and how long are they kept?  
Schools should follow the same storage and retention procedures for other similar documents. 
 
If a student is already enrolled in a district sponsored alternative program, like Graduation Alliance, 
are schools required to provide the list of alternative education programs and submit the student’s 
contact information to the other alternative programs? 
There are no exceptions in the proviso for students currently enrolled in a similar program. 
 
How do schools submit the names and addresses of students, except for students who have opted 
out?  
Schools may submit the names and addresses of students, except for students who have opted out of 
disclosure of directory information under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act to the point of 
contact identified on the list of alternative education programs that can award a high school degree or 
high school equivalency credential. 
 
When do schools submit this information?  
Schools should submit this information at their discretion. 
 

https://eoc.sc.gov/educators
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fed.sc.gov%2Findex.cfm%3FLinkServID%3DC31DC013-F6CE-E66A-F892608EE5271438&data=05%7C01%7Caduvall%40ed.sc.gov%7Cf3d6116fe1df44edf9a408dbd98d30b1%7C2704e2c529f54f7eb91cbd56f0685995%7C0%7C0%7C638342972655107504%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BJ8q1nOrILXJHrggABol1Sup6eR02J1k0Yyf3%2FFS8Fg%3D&reserved=0

