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RFP

Q1. Can you please point out the main difference in this grant submission versus the main adult education grant? 
A1.This grant focuses on services to be provided specifically to English language learners (ELLs). It also requires the implementation of an Integrated Education and Training (IET) and related services in year one.

	Comparison of Adult Education RFP and IEL/CE RFP 13 Considerations

	Consideration 1
	Similar, specific to local ELL population

	Consideration 2
	Same

	Consideration 3
	3a and d, specific to English as a Second Language (ESL) program
3b and c, same data

	Consideration 4
	Similar, specific to ESL program

	Consideration 5 & 6
	Similar, must include specific ESL course information, but may also include Adult Basic Education (ABE)/Adult Secondary Education (ASE) information to account for ESL student transitions

	Consideration 7
	Similar, specific to ESL program

	Consideration 8
	Similar, specific to ESL program 

	Consideration 9
	9a. Reflect staff working with the ESL program 
9b–d. Same, possibly adjusted to staff working with ESL program.

	Consideration 10 & 11
	10&11a. Similar, must include specific ESL course information, but may also include ABE/ASE information to account for ESL student transitions.
10&11b–f. Similar, specific to ESL program

	Consideration 12
	Same, with the exception of 12d and e; 
12d and e, similar, specific to ESL program

	Consideration 13
	Same

	The questions on the two RFPs do not align directly, so be sure to address the questions as they are outlined in the IEL/CE RFP. 
*Disclaimer– this is just guidance; please use your own best judgment in crafting your responses.*



Q2. Does the Table of Contents count as page one of the narrative–or is it not counted?
A2. The table of contents is not included in the application narrative page count (see page 19 of RFP).



Q3. Do we need to cite research for 5. & 6.c.?
A3. Aligning the program’s instructional practices with current research would be supportive of its ability to provide quality instructional services to students.

Q4. What if my program has employee changes after the budget is submitted? Or, what if I have not even hired the specific employee yet?
A4. Budgets will be negotiated. If you have changes after your application is submitted and
approved, you can communicate those changes during negotiations.

FUNDING

Q6. What financial options are available for funding IEL/CE activities being provided in combination with IET?
A6. Two options are available to meet the requirements of IEL/CE being provided in combination with IET:
a. Co-enrolling students in an IET that is funded from sources other than IEL/CE funds.
b. Using IEL/CE funds to support IET activities.
Q7. Is the $15,000 figure a minimum allocation or a maximum?
A.7. Award amounts will be determined based on the quality of applications received and total funding requested and may vary depending upon program size, population (number of anticipated enrollees), and the number of subgrants within the service area(s) (RFP, page 1). For planning purposes, the SCDE recommends the applicant to budget no less than $15,000. 

CAREER PATHWAYS AND IET

Q8. Are all students receiving educational services under IEL/CE required to receive employment related services?
A8. Not all students receiving services under IEL/CE will require employment related services and therefore do not need to be co-enrolled in occupational training.

Q9. Is it required that all students with employment related needs, regardless of English language proficiency, be involved in an IET?
A9. Some students who have employment related needs may not be adequately prepared for an IET and may benefit most from more basic educational services prior to participating in an IET.

Q10. Do all students enrolled in the IEL/CE program need to participate in an IET?
[bookmark: _GoBack]A10. No. Students enrolled in an IEL/CE program are not required to participate in an IET program; students without credential attainment or employment related goals should not be dissuaded from enrolling in the IEL/CE program. However, subgrantees must use the funds from IEL/CE in combination with IET activities as students demonstrate readiness to participate in the workforce training activities. Thus, students for whom IET services are appropriate will be provided access to those services. The IET is a requirement of the program and not the individual participants.

Q11. Can programs choose any career or career cluster to develop an IET for IEL/CE students?
A11. The training and combined education services of an IET must be concurrent and contextualized in a high demand industry or career cluster as identified in the local workforce development plan.

Q12. Do the three parts of an IET (i.e., Adult Education and Literacy Activities, Workforce Preparation, and Workforce Training) need to be balanced in regard to time spent on each part?
A12. No. There is no regulation that states that these three activities must be of equivalent or proportionate time.

Q13. The IET plan is due in year one, but implementation takes place in year two, right?
A13. IET implementation with eligible students under IEL/CE must be in year one.

ELIGIBILITY AND IDENTIFICATION
Q14. Do students need to have been assessed using BEST Plus or BEST Literacy to be identified as an IEL/CE student?
A14. No. The definition of an ELL is “an individual who has limited ability in reading, writing, speaking or comprehending the English language and whose native language is other than English; or who lives in a family or community where a language other than English is the dominant language” (RFP, pg. 44). If an ELL (by definition) has been assessed using Test of Adult Basic Education (TABE), but needs and is participating in classes that provide language support to develop skills in the English language, then that student can be classified under IEL/CE.

Q15. Who is eligible to receive educational services through the IEL/CE program?
A15. Eligible individuals are ELLs, including professionals with degrees and credentials obtained in their native countries.
Q16. Must a program receive Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) Section 231 [Adult Education] funds in order to qualify to receive IEL/CE funds?
A16. No. A program may apply for IEL/CE funding regardless of whether it is a recipient of any other Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) Title II funds.

Q17.Do ESL [English as a Second Language] students have to have a social security number to be a Palmetto Youth Connection student or WIOA student with SC Works?
A17. Yes.


DEFINITIONS/TERMS

Q18. What is the difference in the terms ELL and ESL?
A18. ELL is used as a noun to describe individuals whose native language is other than English. ESL is used as an adjective to describe students in need of services and/or classes or programs that provide services to ELLs. 

Q19. Does the “Civics Education” portion of the grant require that a program prepare students for naturalization/citizenship?
A19. For adult ELLs, Civics Education is a broad term that includes:
· instruction about U.S. history and culture, including lessons on diversity and multiculturalism; 
· instruction and guidance on becoming active and informed participants in their new communities; and
· instruction on how to gain U.S. citizenship.

Naturalization/Citizenship education is a subset of civics education. The goal of citizenship education is to help adult immigrants learn enough procedural information, content, and language to complete the naturalization process, pass the citizenship exam, and become U.S. citizens.
ATTTACHMENTS/APPENDICES

Q20. If my program has already filled out a Pre Award Audit questionnaire for one of the other Adult Education grant applications, is it necessary to complete a new one, or can I use the one I submitted for one of the other RFPs?
A20. Programs may use a recent Pre Award Audit Questionnaire filled out previously for other SCDE grant opportunities, as long as the information is accurate in relation to IEL/CE. Programs may also use the W-9 form as well. Note: if the document has a header that reflects another RFP (Adult Education, GFS or Corrections), please complete a new document.

Q21. On the Weekly schedule (referenced in Considerations 5. & 6. and 10. & 11.), do I need to fill out all class opportunities that my program offers, or just ESL classes? Should we modify the previous WEEKLY SCHEDULE to ONLY include the ESL classes? 
A21. Please reflect all classes in which ESL students will likely be participating; if the program anticipates students participating in other Adult Education classes or activities (e.g. ABE or ASE, Family Literacy), it may be beneficial to reflect these as well.

Q22. On the format requirements, if we are preparing one of the appendix charts (Recruitment, for example), do the margin requirements that apply to the narrative, apply to the tables as well?
A22. Do not adjust the margins of the documents that are provided in the RFP. Self-created tables or charts must follow the 1-inch margin requirements.

Q23. Are letters of support required or optional?
A23. Letters of support, MOUs and MOAs are all optional.

Q24. Would staffing include everyone or just those working with ELLs?
A24.  Staff listed on the Program Personnel Worksheet should include any staff who will be working with IEL/CE students.

Q25. Is the Recruitment & Retention Action Plan included in the appendices or attachments?
A25. The Recruitment and Retention Plan must be saved and included with the other application attachments (e.g. Past Effectiveness chart, Weekly schedule, Certification Signature page) as one document and uploaded into the online application (page 31 of the RFP).

DATA

Q26. For this grant, does demonstrated/past effectiveness include all program data or just ESL data?
A26. Because of the importance of transitions and attainment of credentials to IEL/CE, it would be appropriate to reflect all program data for services in which a student may participate.

Q27. Can we use data on ELLs who were assessed with TABE (technically in ABE category)?
A27. Yes. Please refer to question 14 under Eligibility and Identification.

Q28. Although we teach math, how do we show it when the mandated test does not measure it? So, can we utilize data from ABE? 
A28.Yes, if you have students who are participating in ESL classes/services and also are receiving instruction in math. Students are identified under IEL/CE by the services they receive, not necessarily by the assessments that they have taken.

Q29. In anticipated number, if all ESL have access to required grant activities, do you count all, even if they don't participate in all activities such as IET? 
A29. If students are defined as an ELL and are receiving English language support services within your program, they can be counted as an eligible individual under IEL/CE.

Q30. When do we ONLY include ELL data/information in our responses? 
A30. All responses need to be reflective of the services your program will be providing to the ELL population in your area. Demonstrated and past effectiveness should provide information for all levels of adult education services, as these students may potentially be participating in these services. 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

Q31. If I was not able to participate in the pre-application technical assistance webinar,
when and where will the recording be available?
A31. Please email adultedgrants@ed.sc.gov to receive access to a recording of the webinar. Please include “IEL/CE webinar” in the subject line of the email.


Q32. Whom should I contact for questions regarding this RFP? 
A32. For questions about the IEL/CE RFP, please contact Wendy Griffin via email at adultedgrants@ed.sc.gov with the subject line “IEL/CE RFP question.”
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