
	Presenting Instructional Content

As the end of the calendar year draws closer, know that your colleagues at the South Carolina Department of Education deeply appreciate your expertise and the difference you make in the lives of students and families every day. We wish you a joyful and peaceful end of the year. 

As our parting gift to you for 2017, we’ll offer one more column featuring the SC Teaching Standards 4.0 rubric, the new professional practice framework that will be used to assess teacher professional practice statewide beginning in the 2018–19 school year. Knowing what strong work looks and sounds like is essential to helping students understand expectations. Modeling and labeling those expectations is a part of the Presenting Instructional Content indicator in the Instruction domain. Presenting Instructional Content highlights the use of visuals and a teacher’s ability to clearly communicate performance expectations in a concise and logically sequenced manner.  For example, internal summaries during a lesson provide students opportunities to have concepts restated and to reflect within a lesson on what they are learning, as opposed to waiting for a review of all concepts at the end of the lesson. Central to Presenting Instructional Content is the effective use of the following:
· carefully selected examples that help students understand new information, 
· illustrations of what is being studied, 
· analogies that clarify complex concepts, 
· labels that introduce/reinforce new vocabulary, concepts or ideas, and 
· modeling that includes a teacher think-aloud to demonstrate use of a strategy or illustrate thought processes behind each step of the new learning. 

As teachers move toward the proficient and exemplary descriptors of the Presenting Instructional Content indicator, the descriptors become more student-centered versus teacher-driven.  For example, the evaluator will seek evidence of visuals that organize information for the learner.

As you review the Presenting Instructional Content indicator and reflect on your own classroom procedures, consider the following questions:
· How do you decide on the types of visuals you will use during a lesson? 
· How do you plan for effective modeling during a lesson? 
· How do students clearly know your expectations?
· When planning a lesson, how do you decide on the sequencing of the instruction within the lesson? 
· How do you maintain focus in a lesson on the learning objective? 
	Exemplary (4)
	Proficient (3)

	Presentation of content always includes:
· visuals that establish: the
purpose of the lesson, preview the organization of the lesson, and include reflective internal summaries of the lesson.
· Explicit examples, illustrations, analogies, and labels for new concepts and ideas.
· modeling by the teacher to demonstrate his or her performance expectations throughout the lesson.
· concise communication.
· logical sequencing and segmenting.
· all essential information.
· no irrelevant, confusing, or non- essential information.
	Presentation of content most of the time includes:
· visuals that establish the purpose of the lesson, preview the organization of the lesson, and include reflective internal summaries of the lesson.
· examples, illustrations, analogies, and labels for new concepts and ideas.
· modeling by the teacher to demonstrate his or her performance expectations.
· concise communication.
· logical sequencing and segmenting.
· all essential information.
· no irrelevant, confusing, or non- essential information.
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Leading Learning. Growing Students.
Transforming Schools.




