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The physical setup of our classrooms has a deep impact on the academic, social and emotional elements of the learning environment we create with our students. In student-centered classrooms, the ways students interact and the ways they are grouped complement their learning needs and goals.

Environment is a skill included in the Environment domain of the SC Teaching Standards 4.0 rubric , the new professional practice framework that will be used to assess teacher professional practice beginning 2018–19. The SC Teaching Standards (SCTS) provide teachers and administrators with a common language for understanding how skills like Environment work within our classrooms and schools. 

In an effective lesson, the environment is intentionally welcoming to guests, organized to promote the accessibility of resources, and arranged in ways that encourage collaboration and individual learning. As teachers move to the proficient and exemplary descriptors of the SCTS, the descriptors become more student-centered versus teacher-driven. We see this in the Environment indicator, where students might be the ones responsible for displaying their own work, greeting guests, or giving input on what grouping arrangement best matches their goals for the lesson. 

It should also be noted that the Environment, Instruction and Planning domains support and connect with each other. For example, the Environment indicator will be supported by the Grouping Students and Activities and Materials indicators in the Instruction Domain. As you reflect on your own classroom, consider the choices you have made about room arrangement and access to resources, supplies, and equipment. How do these choices promote learning? What strategies for creating an organized and welcoming environment would you like to try? 

[bookmark: _GoBack]As we continue to introduce teachers and other leaders to the benefits of the SCTS, the Office of Educator Effectiveness and Leadership Development will continue to highlight specific parts of the rubric to support your practice. We have lots of user-friendly resources online at https://ed.sc.gov/educators/educator-effectiveness/ and look forward to feedback if additional resources would facilitate your work in the classroom. 

	Exemplary (4)
	Proficient (3)
	Needs Improvement (2)

	The classroom
· welcomes all members and guests.
· is organized and understandable to all students and encourages student collaboration.
· supplies, equipment, and resources are easily and readily accessible for all students.
· displays student work that frequently changes.
· is consistently arranged to promote individual and group learning.
	The classroom
· welcomes most members and guests.
· is organized and understandable to most students.
· supplies, equipment, and resources are accessible for most students.
· displays student work.
· is arranged to promote individual and group learning.
	The classroom
· welcomes some members and guests.
· is organized and understandable to some students.
· supplies, equipment, and resources are accessible.
· displayed student work is not updated regularly.
· is sometimes arranged to promote individual and group learning.

	· Consistent Evidence of Student Centered Learning/Student Ownership of Learning- Teacher Facilitates the Learning.
	
	Moving Towards Student Centered Learning/Student Ownership of Learning- Consistent Reliance on Teacher Direction.



image1.jpeg
ded 4,
‘j.o ::a Evalua;Z” é}o

" 4,

Leading Learning. Growing Students.
Transforming Schools.




