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	To the Point
From the South Carolina Department of Education,
Office of Educator Effectiveness
Knowing what each student knows and is able to do is a critical part of differentiating instruction to meet the needs of every student. South Carolina teachers have been working together to design and use assessments that support student learning. Assessment is an indicator in the Planning domain of the SC Teaching Standards 4.0 rubric , the professional practice framework that will be used to give feedback on teacher professional practice beginning 2018—19. Assessment is closely related to the Instruction indicator Standards and Objectives.
 
As teachers know, effective use of assessment and analysis of student data is essential in creating a student-centered classroom. Assessments that are aligned to state content standards and have clear measurement criteria enable teachers to measure student progress toward student learning goals. As described in the Teaching Standards, assessments measure student performance in multiple ways, such as, but not limited to: projects, experiments, presentations, essays, short answer questions, and multiple choice test items.
 
The descriptor that highlights the use of written tasks emphasizes the need to make students’ thinking visible, highlighting the assessment of key skills and characteristics highlighted in the Profile of the South Carolina Graduate. An assessment should yield information that clearly illustrates individual student progress toward mastery of content and enables teachers and students to check progress throughout the year. This information is essential in keeping students on track toward learning goals.
 
As teachers move toward the proficient and exemplary descriptors of the SCTS, the descriptors become more student centered versus teacher driven. We see this in the Assessment indicator where highly effective use of assessment - such as portfolio based assessment - includes clear illustrations of student progression toward mastery of standards and how assessment results will be used to inform future instruction.
 
As you reflect on your own classroom, in what ways does your use of assessment help you to monitor individual student progress toward mastery and guide future instruction? What strategies could you use to strengthen your, or your colleagues’, use of Assessment to support student learning?
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Student Centered
Exemplary (4)

Assessment Plans:

e are consistently aligned with

state content standards.

have clear appropriate

measurement criteria.

measure student performance

in more than three ways (e.g.,

in the form of a project,

experiment, presentation,

essay, short answer, or multiple

choice test.

o require extended written tasks.

o are portfolio-based with clear
illustrations of student progress
toward state content standards.

o include descriptions of how
assessment results will be used
to inform future instruction.

Proficient (3)

Assessment Plans:

o are aligned with state content
standards.

* have clear measurement
criteria.

* measure student performance
in more than two ways (e.g., in
the form of a project,
experiment, presentation,
essay, short answer, or multiple
choice test).

e require written tasks.

o include performance checks
throughout the schoolyear.

Needs Improvem

(2)

Assessment Plans:

e are sometimes aligned with
state content standards.

¢ have measurement criteria.

* measure student performance
in more than one way (e.g., in
the form of a project,
experiment, presentation,
essay, short answer, or multiple
choice test).

o require limited written tasks.

o include performance checks but
may not be monitored
consistently.

Teacher Directed
Unsatisfactory (1)

Assessment Plans:

o are rarely aligned with state
content standards.

« have ambiguous measurement
criteria.

e measure student performance
in less than two ways (e.g., in
the form of a project,
experiment, presentation,
essay, short answer, or multiple
choice test).

o include performance checks,
although the purpose of these
checks is not clear.





