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Guidance for South Carolina School Districts  
Proviso 1.105 Read to Succeed Endorsement (2023-24)  

The Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2023-24 includes Proviso 1.105, one-year legislation that 
suspends Read to Succeed (R2S) endorsement requirements for certificate renewal for some 
educators.  

This guidance document provides information for South Carolina districts and educators 
regarding the implementation of the proviso. This one-year legislation will primarily impact 
educators who, otherwise, would need to earn the one-course R2S Requirement to renew a 
certificate expiring on or before June 30, 2024. Educators who must earn the R2S Literacy 
Teacher endorsement are not impacted by Proviso 1.105 since they have two renewal cycles to 
obtain the four-course endorsement. 

R2S Requirement Certification Fields  

Pursuant to the R2S Act (2014), State Board of Education guidelines, and South Carolina 
Department of Education (SCDE) policies established for its implementation, the R2S 
Requirement must be obtained for renewal for the following certification fields: 

• Classroom Teaching Fields 
o Middle Level (grades 5-8) 
o High School (grades 9-12) 
o CTE (grades 9-12) 
o PK-12 Certification Fields (except English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) 

and all Special Education fields) 
 Art, Music, Theater, Physical Education, World Languages 

• Instructional Service Fields 
o School Counselor (Elementary, Secondary) 
o School Librarian (PK-12) 
o School Psychologist (PK-12) 
o Speech Language Pathologist (PK-12) 

• Leadership and Administrative Fields 
o Elementary Principal 
o Secondary Principal 
o CTE Director 
o Superintendent 

Under Proviso 1.105, obtaining the R2S Requirement for certificate renewal will be suspended 
for the 2023-24 fiscal year for most educators certified in the fields listed above. 

Proviso 1.105 Impact 

The text of the proviso, as ratified in the Appropriations Act, reads as follows: 

1.105. (SDE: Read to Succeed Endorsement) For the 2023-2024 Fiscal Year, and with funds 
appropriated to the South Carolina Department of Education, the requirement for teachers 
and administrators to obtain the Read to Succeed endorsement as a requirement for 

https://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess125_2023-2024/appropriations2023/tap1b.htm#s1
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recertification is suspended for sixth through twelfth grade teachers who are not teaching 
English Language Arts or special education and middle and secondary administrators. 
Certified faculty and staff working outside of a school setting are exempt from having to 
earn the literacy endorsement to maintain certification. 

Educators Who Can Renew during 2023-24 without the R2S Requirement 

Pursuant to Proviso 1.105, obtaining the R2S Requirement for certificate renewal is suspended 
for the following educators: 

• Sixth through twelfth grade teachers who are not teaching English Language Arts or 
special education,  

• Middle and secondary administrators, and  
• Certified faculty and staff working outside of a school setting. 

This suspension applies to educators seeking to renew a certificate that expired on or before 
June 30, 2023, and will apply to educators seeking to renew a certificate that expires June 30, 
2024. 

Educators Who Need the R2S Requirement for Renewal 

Pursuant to Proviso 1.105, the following individuals required to earn the R2S Requirement 
based on their certification field(s) must still obtain the endorsement for renewal during the 
2023-24 fiscal year.  

• Educators teaching English Language Arts, including ESOL,* in grades 6 through 12; and 
• Elementary school administrators.  

o Allowance: The SCDE strongly encourages all administrators employed in elementary 
schools to complete LETRS training. If an elementary school administrator is enrolled 
in LETRS during 2023-24, the administrator is eligible to renew without the R2S 
Content Area Reading and Writing course (i.e., R2S Requirement) so long as all other 
renewal requirements are met. Upon completion of LETRS, the administrator must 
submit the required documentation to the SCDE Office of Educator Services through 
My SC Educator Portal. For the purposes of the proviso, an elementary school 
administrator refers to an individual employed in that role in a school serving 
children in any of the grades ranging from kindergarten through grade 5.  

*Educators Teaching ESOL in Grades 6 through 12 

• If the teacher assigned to teach ESOL in grades 6 through 12 is certified in ESOL or another 
field requiring the R2S Literacy Teacher endorsement, the educator should continue 
pursuing that four-course endorsement.  

• If the teacher assigned to teach ESOL is certified only in a field needing the R2S 
Requirement, the educator must still obtain that endorsement if seeking renewal during 
the 2023-24 school year. 


