South Carolina Compulsory
Attendance Law

ATTENDANCE TIPS FOR PARENTS

Always know the school's policies on absences
and making up homework.

Teach your child that being on time each day is
important.

Talk with your child about why he or she is
avoiding school.

Explain to your child the importance of attending
school every day.

Notify school personnel if your child is going to
be absent for any reason.

Discourage your child from leaving school before
the end of the school day.

Arrange for your child's personal appointments
to be held after school or during breaks whenever
possible.

Notify your school promptly in writing to explain
why your child was absent from school.

Contact teachers to find out what your child’s
homework assignments are when he or she has
been absent.

Enlist the help of a school counselor if your child’s
academic problems seem to be affecting his or
her attendance.

CONTACT US

South Carolina Department of Education
Office of Student Intervention Services

Aveene Coleman

Education Associate

Chronic Absenteeism, Dropout, Truancy

Phone: 803-734-3057
acoleman@ed.sc.gov

Jamaal Perry
Education Associate
At-Risk Programs
Phone: 803-734-8116
jperry@ed.sc.gov

LOCAL CONTACT INFORMATION:

ATTENDANCE
EVERY DAY!



BENEFITS OF GOOD ATTENDANCE
BETTER GRADES

A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA
COLLEGE OPPORTUNITIES
WORKPLACE SKILLS

DID YOU KNOW?

Students who fail to attend school could be truant.

Truant

A child age 6 to 17 years meets the
definition of a truant when the child has
three consecutive unlawful absences or
a total of five unlawful absences.

Habitual Truant

A “habitual” truant is a child age 12 to
17 years who fails to comply with the
intervention plan developed by the
school, the child, and the parent(s) or
guardian(s) and who accumulates two or
more additional unlawful absences. This
child may need court intervention and
an initial truancy petition may be filed.

Chronic Truant

A “chronic” truant is a child age 12 to 17
years who has been through the school
intervention process, has reached the
level of a “habitual” truant, has been
referred to Family Court and placed on an
order to attend school, and continues to
accumulate unlawful absences. Should
other community alternatives and
referrals fail to remedy the attendance
problem, the “chronic” truant may be
referred to the Family Court for violation
of a previous court order.

ATTENDANCE FACTS

® Attendance is taken on the first day of
school.

e There is a direct link between higher
student achievement and regular school
attendance.

® Truant behavior often leads to a student’s
being involved in other risky behaviors.

® Poor attendance is an early warning sign
of trouble in a student’s life; including the
possibility of dropping out.

® Students who miss a day of school miss
instruction and must make up the work
while trying to learn new material.
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DID YOU KNOW?

If a student fails to attend 50 percent
or more of the school day, this student
will be counted absent.

Chronically absent: Any student in
grade K-12 who misses 50 percent or
more of the instructional day for any
reason for 10 percent (or more) of the
enrollment period.

All types of absences contribute to
chronic absenteeism:

Excused Absences
Unexcused Absences

Suspensions

A student is absent if he

or she is not physically on
school grounds and is not
participating in instruction
or instruction-related
activities at an approved
off-grounds location for
the school day.






