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		Proficiency-Based Plan- Initial Plan
State Board of Education (SBE) Regulation 43-234 allows a school to award credit for courses that have been approved by the South Carolina Department of Education (SCDE) in a proficiency-based system (R. 43-234(II)(C).
The purpose of this application is to provide districts with the opportunity to apply for authorization to develop such a system to award credit. Proficiency-based systems focus on providing educational experiences that occur either within a school or within a broader community, are not bound by existing instructional hour requirements, and are based on mastery of content. Once the requirements of the proficiency-based system credit type are met, a student is awarded credit.

Using this Application
Districts wishing to offer existing or new courses where credit is given through proficiency-based means should complete this application to design the system that will deliver those courses using the following situational guidance.
Existing: Districts seeking to offer existing courses through proficiency-based means only need to use the proficiency-based application. For example, if a district already offers an English 3 course in its catalog and wishes to now provide an opportunity to earn credit through proficiency-based means, they can use this application.
New: Districts seeking to award credit for new courses that do not exist in its current course catalog must first have those courses approved through the innovative course application or the career and technical education innovative course application process as prescribed in SBE Regulation 43-234 (II) (H).
For more information on, or to submit an innovative course application, please contact innovativecourseapp@ed.sc.gov.

Types of Credit
School districts may use this application to create proficiency- based systems designed to award the following types of credit (see the related Frequently Asked Questions document for examples of courses that may be covered by these types of credit).
1. Initial Credit: Refers to an educational experience in which a student is seeking to obtain a credit for the first time. In this case, a student would enroll or participate in an educational experience and attempt to gain sufficient knowledge to demonstrate proficiency to earn the desired credit.
2. Credit through Prior Knowledge: Refers to a proficiency-based process by which a student demonstrates sufficient understanding of a subject to receive credit. In this case, a student’s demonstration of subject knowledge is not tied to a specific educational experience and credit is awarded based on demonstration of mastery.
3. Credit Recovery: Refers to an educational experience that permits a student to receive credit to make up for a previously unsuccessful attempt to obtain credit. In this case, a student had previously enrolled in an educational experience, which may have been either traditional or proficiency-based but did not meet the requirements to receive credit.

Contact Information:
For more information on, or to submit an innovative course application, please contact innovativecourseapp@ed.sc.gov.
For questions, please contact proficiency@ed.sc.gov.

Note: This plan, upon approval, is valid for the life of the District Strategic and School Renewal Plan (DSSR) cycle. After the plan's initial submittal and approval with the DSSR, Districts must complete an annual evaluation until the end of the cycle.
Section A: Please complete all necessary fields below
	
	

	Date Submitted
	

	School District
	

	DSSR Cycle Year
	

	District Personnel Completing Form
	

	Position
	

	Phone Number
	

	Email Address
	


Section B: Answer each question or statement below.
1. State the goal(s) in the District Strategic Plan that precipitated the decision to use proficiency-based instruction. How will this decision benefit students? (GPA, SC Profile Graduate, Workforce goals)*
	



2. Referencing the goals in question one, what evidence will you use to demonstrate you met those goals?
	



3. Which secondary schools within the district are involved?
	



4. Please check the types of credit for which the district is seeking approval.
	☐Credit Recovery
	☐Credit Through Prior Knowledge
	☐Initial Credit



5. Which subgroups below will be targeted for the proficiency-based system?
	☐Advanced Coursework
	☐Homebound Students
	☐Scheduling Conflicts

	☐Transfer Students
	☐Alternative School Placement
	☐Virtual School

	☐Evening Programs
	☐Adult Education
	☐Other



6. What is the criteria for student selection? How many students do you project your district serving in the type of credit the district is seeking approval for?
	



7. Is there an appeal process? Please describe.
	



8. How does your district track students’ academic performance in courses and identify those who are failing before the end of the first 4 weeks? Check all that apply
	☐Content Recovery within the traditional classroom
	☐MTSS
	☐Other



9. What method(s) of instruction will be used for initial credit and/or credit recovery within the proficiency-based system?
	



10.  How will the district determine proficiency in SC State standards for the purposes of awarding credit for courses offered in the proficiency-based system? 
	



11. What accommodations are being made for students with IEPs in this new structure?
	



12. Explain the district’s procedure for communicating with the parents and students the need for a proficiency-based course.
	



13. Describe how the district will ensure compulsory attendance laws are met for students enrolled in proficiency-based courses. If the proficiency-based system will be used for awarding credit on a case-by-case basis to students “who have excessive absences that have been approved by the local school board,” (R 43-274), provide the related board policy. (Skip this question if you are only applying for CTPK)*
	



14. Is the district using standards-based grading in the early grades? 
	☐Yes
	☐No

	If you answered “yes,” please explain below, including the grade levels and number of students participating in the standards-based grading system.













Section C: Assurances: By checking these boxes and submitting this application, the District certifies that:
	☐	Any courses that utilize the proficiency-based methods outlined in this application have been approved by the SCDE.

	☐	If students take health, the district will ensure provisions required under R. 43-234(V)(B)(8) and Erin’s Law is realized.

	☐	The district will remain under the 5% cap for students enrolling in full-time virtual programs.

	☐	
The district has made students and families aware of the NCAA regulations around proficiency-based courses/credits.

	☐	The district will have a SC certified area teacher as the teacher of record for any of the proficiency-based courses.

	☐	Once the plan is approved, the District will review its school board policies for alignment.

	☐	Any honors courses that utilize a proficiency-based method outlined in this application must abide by the honors/GT framework.

	☐	The district has a policy on excessive absences.
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